(Model.) | ¢ Sheets—Sheet 1,

W.S. COLEMAN, A. C. ARMENTROUT & &. P. SWEITZER.
BOW SPRING REST FOR CARRIAGES.

No. 362,818 , Patented May 10, 1887.

e
o —
o

amm

il | N Feg X.

‘\
b
== i B i
= [ il
[

LN
ttttt

LI
111111

t INVENTORS.:
.S Colerneasre .

AL EC’AVM ertlroect,

G . P Swetézer

M. PETCRS. Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.~

I”'ﬁ [ AR




(Model.)

2 Sheéts-——Sheet 2.

W.N. COLEMAN, A. C. ARMENTROUT & G. P. SWEITZER.

No. 362,818,

BOW SPRING REST FOR CARRIAGES.

‘Patented May 10, 1887.

7 - |
9 "
! Mﬂmﬂw c Ia‘b? 14 y
: Jm J]j_Ul ~= EI
L O
. L n\ Y
L4
7
i
LD 777
&
z
( =
: = 7
, Yig. g /s
N ¢ it %2‘%;
. ___ Yy
z’ ”
WITNESSES & | INVENTORS.
r ) ik I V.S .Colerrce e .
/ . f Al2EC._Q7rnerilro eré
NG L. Sweitzer.

N PETERS, Photo-Lilhographer, Washington, 1. C.




Unrtep States PaTent OFFICE.

= Rrrm————-

—_—— R L. m

_ ——— e = e e e e ——

e mirr——

WILLIAM 8. COLEMAN, ALBERT C. ARMENTROUT, AND GERIART P. SWEIT-
ZER, OF SALISBURY, MISSOURI; SAID ARMENTROUT ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE
ASSIGNMENTS, TO EDWARD C. TAYSLER, OF SAME PLACE.

BOW=-SPRINCG REST FOR CARRIAGES.

EPECIFICATION Zorming part of Lietters Patent No, 362,818, dated May 10, 1887.

Application filed Febrary 2, 1887, Serial No. ‘l"lﬁr,SDﬂ. (Modcel.)

- To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that we, WILLIAM S. COLEMAN,
ALBERT C. ARMENTROUT, and GERTART I.
SWEITZER, citizens of the United States, resid-

5 1ng at Salisbury, in the county of Chariton and
otate of Missouri, have invented certain new
and nseful Improvements in Bow-Spring Rests
or Cushions for Vehicles; andwe do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-

10 tion of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in theart to which it appertainsto make
and use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thercon, which
15 form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of devices commonly called ‘‘top-
props,”’ designed to support the carriage-top
when the same is lowered and prevent the

20 jarring and rattling and side movement there-
of ; and the invention consists in peculiar com-
binations and the novel construction, arrange-
ment, and adaptation of parts, all as will be
hereinafter more fully deseribed, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Varions means have been devised for this
purpose, most of which, owing to their com-
plication, have been found objectionable, as
they soon get out of order. In our improve-
ment we aim at simplicity, efficiency in oper-
ation, and durability. This weaccomplish in

‘the manner illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figuare 1 represents a perspective view of a
carriage body and top with our improvement
attached thereto, showing the top up.
18 o rear view of the same with the top re-
moved. Ifig. 3 represents in perspective our
top-rest detached. Iig. 4 represents a side
view of a body and top, showing cur rest in
different position with the top down. TFig. 5
18 a rear view of Iig. 4, with the top down and
shown 1n section.
tion of the top prop or rest detached. Fig. 7
1S a transverse section of the same with one of
the bows represented in place by dotted lines.
Fig. S 1s o detall in side elevation.
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RReferring by letter to the drawings, A des- !

——

Fig, 2

Fig. 6 isalongitudinal see-

‘the drawings, and beneath these inclined por-

| ignates a bugey or carriage body, B the seat,

C the seat-back, and D the folding top, all of so
any approved or well-known construction.

It designates our improved top prop or rest.
It 18 formed, preferably, of a single piece of
rubber, although other material may be used,
and we donot wish to confineourselves to rub-
ber. |

This rest or cushion is provided longitudi-
nally with a square or polygonal aperture, «,
toengage a correspondingly-shaped shaft, upon
which 16 1s secured. 'This cushion may be se- 6¢
cured to the side arms of the vehicle, asshown
in Ifigs. 1, 2, and §, or otherwise, in any suit-
able position to receive the bow of the top
whenthe sametslowered. Wesometimes pre-
fer to attach it asshown in Figs, 4 and 5 of the
drawings, one at each endof a rod, b, suitably
supported 1n brackets or lugs ¢, sccured to the
rear of the seat, these brackets preventing end-
wise movementof the cushiongin one direction,
and nuts ¢ upon the outer ends of the rod 7o
serving to prevent movement in the other di-
rection; and also providing for their ready re-
moval when desired. Thisarrangement throws
the support farther back, so as to relieve the
strain on the bow oceasioned by the weight of
the top when lowered. |

Theupperextremity of this cushion is formed
with spring-arms ee,the adjacent faces of which
1ncline toward each other, as clearly shown in

99

tions the material 1s hollowed out, as shown,to
form an opening, ¢, to rececive the lower bow
of the top, as shown in Ifigs. 3, 5, 6, and 7.

T'0 add to the elasticity of the deviee we cut
away the portion of the material forming the
same at 2, to give a downward spring and pre-
vent the bow from bending or breaking at the
points where it rests, as it does in vehicles as
now used.

The operation is apparent. When the top
18 lowered, the bottom bows fall upon the cush-
ion, the ineclined faces of which center the
bows thercon, when they are pressed into the
opening ¢, and there retained against vertieal
or sidewise movement.

To facilitate the removal of the bows [rom
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the cushion, when desired, we sometimes bevel
or cut away the under faces of the armse e, as
at ¢, Fig. 6.
Modifications may be made in various forms
5 without departing from our invention.

Having thus described our invention and

set forth its merits, what we claim as new is—

1. A rubber top rest or cushion comprising
in a single element a socket to receive its sup-

10 portlng -rod and spring-arms to embrace the

bow, all formed integral, as set forth.

2. A rubber top rest or eushion comprising
in a single element a socket to receive its sup-
portmg arm and spring-arms to embrace the

‘15 bow, the adjacent faces of said arms being in- |
clined, substantially as and for the purposes

- speclﬁed
"~ 3. A rubber cushion orrest formed with lon-

gitudinal aperture ¢, arms e ¢, having inclined |

20 faces and hollowed out beneath said inclined
faces, and provided with a cut-away portion,/,
as shown, and to form a spring between the
bottom bows and the support of the cushion
deseribed, as and for the purposes specified.

Al—

4. The combmatlon ,<with the seat-extension, 23

side arms, and folding top, of a rod, b, secur ed
to the back of said seat and the 1ubber cushion

on said side arm and formed with spring-arms

to embrace and hold against vertical and end-

wise movement of the lower bow of said top, as 30

set forth.

5. The combination,with the seat and folding
top, of the brackets ce¢, secured to the back of
said seat, the rod b,supported by said brackets,
nuts d d on the end of said rod, and the cushion 35
I on said rod between said b1 ackets and nuts,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we affix our Swnatmes
in prosence of two w 1tnesses | -

WILLIAM S. COLEMAN.
ALBERT C. ARMENTROUT.
GERHART P. SWEITZER.

"‘Witnesses:
| WM. MARTIN,
K. H. WILHITE.
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