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10 all whom it may concermns

Be it known that I, HENRY J. SEYMOUR, of
Niagara, in the Province of Ontario, in the
Dominion of Canada, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Animal-Traps, of
which the following, taken in connection with
theaccompanying drawings,isa full, clear, and
exact deseription.

This invention relates to the class of animal-
traps 1n which two spring-actuated jaws are
pivoted to asuitable base and are held in their
set position by a suitable cateh engaging one
of the jaws and held in a sensitive manner by
the bait-pan.

The object of my present invention is to re-

~ duce the cost of manufacture of the trap and
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increase the efficiency of the same; and to that
end my invention consistsin the improved con-
struction and combination of parts, as herein-
after fully described,and set forth in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a top
plan view of my improved animal-trap, show-
Ing the same in its set position. Tig. 2 is a
side view of the same, with a portion of one of
the jaws broken away to better illustrate the
means for holding the trap in its set position.
Fig. 3 18 a vertical transverse section on line
xzx, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 isa detached side elevation
of the post to which the bait-pan is hinged,
and Fig. 5 1s a detached plan view of the bait-
pan., | |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

A represents the base of the trap, said base
being formed of an elongated flat metallic bar
having one of its ends bent upward to form
one of the posts P’, on which to hinge the jaws
C .

P represents the companion post, to which
the jaws are hinged, this latter post being se-
cured to the opposite end of the base A in the
usaal manner, the jaws C C' being of the
form of bows provided at opposite ends with
trunnions ¢ ¢, by which they are pivoted to the
aforesaid posts in the usual manner.

S represents the usual bowed spring, termi-
nating with cyes o, by whiech it is hung on the
post P, beneath the jaws C C.

B represents the bait-pan, which 18 hung di-
rectly on the post P, between the two ends of
the spring 8. The connection of said bait-pan

-n

| with the post I effect in the following manner:

wald post I provide with notches n n at op-
posite sides and with a rearward offset, a, be-

tween the aforesaid notehes. The bait-pan B, 55

1 provide with a transverse slot, b, by which
Islipit ontothe postfrom the upper end thereof
before attaching the jaws C C to said post.
By slipping the bait-pan rearward into the
upper notch n of the post the offset « of the
post 1s allowed to pass through the slot b of
the bait-pan. The bait-pan is thus allowed to
slip toward the base of the post, and by then

- slipping it forward it is caused to enter the
lower notch n, and is then retained on the post ¢

by the offset a, bearing on the heel of the bait-
yan. -

: At the inner side of the post P, I provide
the bait-pan B with an aperature, ¢, and the
pivoted end of the jaw C, I provide with a
rigid hook or lug, d, which stands at such an
angle in relation to the jaw as to cause it to
enter the aperture ¢ of the bait-pan when open-
ing the jaws and setting them for operation.
The lug d, engaging the edge of the bait-pan
at the inside of the aperture ¢, serves to hold
the jaw C-in its seb position, as illustrated in
IF1g. 3 of the drawings. The slightest depres-
ston of the free end of the bait-pan releases
the lug or hook d, and thus causes the trap to
besprung. The jaw C, I provide with a brace,
l, by which 1t bears on top of the hinged end
of the bait-pan when the trap is set, as shown
1 Iig. 3 of the drawings. Said jaw is thus also
heid in its set position.

In order to support the trap in a horizontal
position when set for operation, I provide the
Jaws O O with feet 1 f, adapted to rest on the
eround, and thus support the trap as aforesaid.

Having described my invention,what I elaim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In combination with the base provided
with posts, jaws hinged on said posts, and the
spring having itsarms hung on one of said posts
beneath the jaws, the bait-pan hung on the
sald post between the spring-arms, and a catch
on one of the jaws at the hinged end thereof
and engaging the bait-pan to hold the same
1n 168 set position, as set forth.

2. In combination with the base provided

with posts, jaws hinged on said posts, and the
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spring having its arms hung on one of said | and provided with the slot b and aperture ¢,
posts, the bait-pan hung on said post between | the jaws CC', hinged on the aforesaid post, and
thespring-arms and provided with an aperture | the lug or hook d, projecting from one of said
adjacent to the post, and alug projecting from | jaws and adapted to enter the aperture ¢, sub- 20

s the hinged end of oneof the jawsand adapted | stantially in the manner and for the purpose
to enter the aperture of the bait-pan and en- | specified. . |
gage the latter to hold the same 1n its set posi- Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
tion, as described and shown. | | mynameand affixed my seal, in the presence of
3. In combination with the base A, jaws C | two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the 25
ro (7, and spring S, the post P, formed with an | county of Onondaga, in the State of New York,
offset, a, and notches =, and a bait-pan, B, | this 15th day of February, 1837.
having a slot, b, by which it is hung on said | "
post, substantially as deseribed and %hOWH. | HENRY J. SEYMOUR. [r.s.]
| 4. In combination with thebase A and-spring | - Witnesses: o -
15 S, the post P, formed with the offset ¢ and C. H. DUELL,
notches n n, the bait pan B, hung on said post C. BENDIXON.
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