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To all whomn it may conecermn:

Be 1t known that we, JAMes A, MITCHELL
and WILLIAM B. THomAs, both residents of
Westminster, in the county of Carroll and
State of Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bag - Fasteners;
and we do hereby declare that the following is

~a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

IO

35

40

50

vention,which will enable others skilled in the
arl to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper
portion of a grain-bag provided with our im-
proved fastener. Fig. 2 is a similar view of
the fastener detached, and Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the same.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Our invention has relation to that class of
fasteners for grain-bags, bundles of straw, fod-
dler, or similar articles where it is desired to
hold two ends of a cord or rope passedaround

an article, In which the free end of the cord is |

held by a cam-lever or clamp; and it consists
in theimproved construetion and combination
of parts of such a fastener, as hereinafter more
fully deseribed and claimed. *

Inthe accompanying drawings, the numeral
1 indicates the body of the fastener, which is
slightly curved and formed with perforations
2 and 3, one at each end.

Theouter convex side of the hody of the fast-
ener 18 formed with a box, 4, having its outer

pivoted upon a transverse pin or bolt, 6, in the
open end of the box, and has the edge of its
eccentric portion serrated, as shown at 7, and
has a notch, §, in the outer side of the arm 9.
The outer end of thearm is formed with a per-
foration, 10, and the closed end of the box is
provided with a perforation, 11, and the cord
12 has one end passed through the perforation
in the body at the closed end of the box, and
is secured by means of a knot, 13, while the
free portion of the cord passes through the
perforation at the other end of the body of the
fastener, thence under the cam and through
the perforation in the arm of the eam, and
thenee 1t 18 passed through the perforation in
the closed end of the box. | '

'

The inner concave face of the body 1s pro-
vided with one or more lugs or pins, 14,which
may be bent or riveted upon the inner side of
the neck of the bag, thus securing the fastener
to the bag; or the lug may merely project into
the bundle around which the cord is carried.

It will be seen that if the free end of the cord
becomes caught upon any object a pull upon
the same in any direction will only serve to
tighten the cam-lever against the cord, 1nstead
of tilting it open, which it would do if the cord
were not passed through the perforation in the
end of the box, and when it is desired to re-
lease the cord the arm of the cam may bepulled
outward by catching into the noteh in the
outer side of the arm with the nail.

The strain of thearticle confined by the cord
will serve to hold the cam closed, and the fast-
ener will be retained upon the article upon
which it 1s nused by the lug or pin upon the
concave side, which will either be secured in
the bag when the fastener is used for a bag or
which may enter the bundle upon which it 1s
used for holding the fastener in place. _

Although the fastener is principally in-

| tended: for closing grain-bags and similar bags

or sacks,where it will prevent cord from being
lost and wasted, and where it will hold the
bags orsacks firmly closed, it may also be used
with advantage for binding and holding bun-
dles of hay, straw, corn-fodder, or similar ar-
ticles, the operation being alike in all cases.
Having thus described our invention, we
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent

_ - of the United States—
side and one end open, and a cam-lever, 5, is |

1. In a bag-fastener, the combination of a
body having a perforation at each end and a
box upon its outer side, said box being open
at one end and provided with a perforation at
the other, and a serrated cam-lever pivotally
secured at the open end of the box, the arm of
which is adapted to enter the outer portion of
sald box. |

2. In a bag-fastener, the combination of a
body having a perforation at each end and a
box upon its outer side, said box being open
at one end and provided with an aperture at
the other, and a serrated cam-lever pivotally
secured at the open end of said box, the arm
of which is provided with a perforation and
adapted to enter the outer portion of the box.

3. In a bag-fastener, the combination of a
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curved body having a perforation at each end |
and a box upon ifs outer side, said box being
open at one end and provided with an aper-
ture at the other, and a cam-lever pivotally

_secured in said box the arm of which is adapt-
ed to enter said box.

- 4. In a bag-fastener, the combination of a
body portion having a pin upon one side, a

box upon the other, and a perforation at each |

end, the end of said box being perforated, and
a ca,m -lever pivotally secured at the oppomte
end of said box,

5. In a bag-fastener, the combmatlon of a
body having an apelture at each end and a
box upon its outer side, said box being open
at one end and prowded with an aperture at
the other, a serrated cam-lever pivotally se-

cured at the open end of said box, the arm of
which is provided with a notch and a perfora-

tion, and a cord secured at one end in the per- 20

foration at one end of said body and passed
through the perforation at the other end, un-
der said cam-lever, through the nerforatlon in
the end of the arm of said lever, and out

through the perforation in the end of the box. 2 5

In tesbimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereunto affixed our signa-
tures 1n presence of two witnesses,

 JAMES A. MITCHELL.
 WILLIAM B. THOMAS.

W’ltnesses
- J. K. LONGWELL,
- HvuGco E. FIDDIS.
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