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—

SPLECIPICATION forming part of Lietters Patent N o. 362,760, dated May 10, 1887,

Application filed Getober 25, 1886, Serial No, 217,115. {No model.)

To all whom it may concermn.
Be 1t known that I, Aroxzo C. MATHER, a

citizen of the Umted States, residing in Oh1— |

cago, in the county of Cock and State of Tli-

nois, haveinvented certain new and useful Im-
pr ovements in mshoc Lacings and Fastenings, of
which the following, in connectlon with the
accompanying draw; ings, 13 a specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the shoe, showi ing my lmproved lacing
and fastening, and embodynw my 1nvent10n
Ifig. 2 is an enlfu ged detail seetion on theline
x x of Hig. I‘w. o 18 a detall of one of the
eyelets. Fig. 4 is a perspective detail of the
metallic fastening attached to the shoe and
showmn manner of fastening lacing-cord. Fig.

5 is a detail of the metallic hstemnw det&ched

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

The object of my invention is to provide a

shoe lacing and fastening that will not need

SO long a COld for hcmﬂ the shoe as is gen-
erally used; also, 2 1’1(311’1;; and fastening that
may be tlo‘htened or loosened on the foot

of the wearer with ease and facility, and a
fastening such as will prevent all "tCCIdBIlt’Ll
]oosenuw or pulling of the lacing-cord on
the foot of the wearer when the shoe is laced.
This Jacing and fastening is also neat, simple,
and dmable, and {lSSIStS 1n making EL shoe fit
well to the foot of the wearer.

In the drawings, A is a lady’s or man’s or-
dinary shoe. B is the slit or opening such
as 18 generally used in that class of shoes. C
18 the lacing-cord, and C’ is a button or stop
on one end of the cord C.

D is an overlapping flap or covering for the
slit B, and having eyes ¢ a. Tmake button-
shaped heads b b on the eyes «¢ «, as shown.

¢ ¢ are eyes located along one side of the
slit B on the part I of the shoe A.

I¥ 18 the fastener or lacing-cord holder.

¢ 18 a lug or extension on the fastening If,
and ¢ 1s an eyelet or staple passing through
the lug d and the part E of the shoe, thereby
attaching the fastener F to the shoe.

1 am aware that heretofore there have been
shoe lacings or fastenings where the lacing-
cord has been laced alternately across at an
angle and tied at the top of the slit. The

great objeetion to that style of lacing is that

| the lacing-cord must be very long, aud when

the wearer of the shoe of that style wishes to
take off the shoe he must loosen the lacing-
cord from the top of the slit to the lower end
of the said slit before he can remove the shoe
from the foot, which has always been a long
and tedious operatlom

The operation with my 1111131 oved lacing and
fastening is both short and easily accom-
plished by the wearer. Afterinserting the lac-
ing-cord C through the eyes ¢ ¢ and ¢ ¢,1n the
manner indicated in Fig. 1, the “wearer after
inserting his foot into the shoe, has only to
pull on the upper end of the lacing-cord C,
when the overlapping flap D will lie partly
over the part Il of the shoe A. The eyes « ¢
and ¢ ¢ will come together in the manner 1n-
dicated in Fig. 2, thereby locking the lacing-
cord C tightly and holding the overlapping
flap D firmly 1n its place all the way up to
the top of the shoe, and then the end of the
lacing-cord C is attached to the fastening I In
the manner shown in Fig. 4, and then theshoe
is neatly and tightly laced on the foot of the
wearer, and no accidental movement or move-
ment caused by walking will make the lacing
become loose or unfastened.

Shounld the wearer wish to remove the shoe
from the foot, he has only to disengage the

end of the lacing-cord C from the fastening or

holder I, then grasp and pull up slightly the
overlapping flap D, and then the slit B will
be opened sufficiently wide to allow the shoe
to be recmoved from the foot with ease; but
should the wearer wish the slit to be opened
more, or should it be necessary to have the
lacing-cord to become more loose and have
the slit IB open wider, he has only to grasp
and pull out slightly the stop or button C' on
the end of the lacing-cord C and the lacing-
cord will be sufficiently locsened to allow the
slit B to be opened from top to bottom, all of
the operation being accomplished easily and
quickly.

The fastening I, I make out of one piece of
metal, (as is cle%rly indicated in Figs. 4 and b,)
prefemblysteeh and bend in the mannershown,
which givesspring enough to tightly grasp and
hold the lacing-cord C between the openings
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I am aware that a fastener somewhat simi-
lar to'mine has heretofore been used, and I do
not here intend to claim the same, broadly.

- Having thus described my invention, what
5 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— |
- 1. A boot or shoe the guarter or closing
tlaps of which are provided with the lacing-
eyes a ¢ and ¢ ¢, arranged upon opposite edges
10 of the same, and a fastener, I, all substantially
as shown and described. |

362,760

2. The combination, in a boot or shoe, with
the quarter or lacing flaps, of the eyes a a and
¢ ¢, arranged upon opposite sides of such quar-
ter or flaps, the fastener F, and lacing-cord 15
having the end stop, all arranged to operate
substantially as shown and described.

'ALONZO C. MATHER.

VWitnesses: |
HENRY FRANKFURTER, |
WiLniaMm Y. COE.
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