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7o nll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODOR HANSEN, of
the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Book-Holder, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to a holder adapted to
keep a book open for reading or reference,and
has for its object to provide a simple, inex-
pensive, and efficient device of this character,

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and combinations of
parts of the book - holder, all as hereinafter
fully described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference mdlcate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of my
improved book-hiolder asapplied touse. Tig.
2 is a rear perspective view thereof. Fig.31s
a plan view of the book-holder. ¥ig. 4 is an
under side view thereof. Fig. b 1s a cross-sec-
tional view of the base of the holder, taken on
the line a x, Fig. 3. Iig. 618 a side view of
oneof the book-supporting posts of the holder
and a portion of the slide to which 1t 1s at-
tached pal tly broken away and in section;
and Fig. 7 is a cross-section through the posb
on the 1iue y 1y, IF1g. 6.

The base or platform A of the book-holder
is made as lightly as possible in cast metal,
with corner-legs ¢, to support it on a table or
shelf, and with paralle! depressions or grooves
« «*in its top face, forming ways in which
slides B C may be moved forward and back-
ward. The bases of the grooves ¢ «® are cnt
away or slotted, as atb «’, to lighten the base A,
and also give room for the passage of the
screws b ¢,which arefitted to turn in theslides,
and are threaded into nuts " ¢, respectively,
which underlap the bottom of the base A at
the sides of the grooves ¢ «¢’, and the slides B
C have downwardly-projecting fixed lugs §* ¢,
which also enter theslots «’, and against which
lugs one edge of the nuis O’ ¢’ rest to prevent
turmnﬂ* of the nuts as their screws are turned.
VVith th1s construction, when the screws b c
are loosened, the slides B C may be moved
along the bﬂqe grooves Lo ¢ 'my required posi-
tmns, and be fastened by turning the screws,

which have sunitable milled heads, allowing
them to be operated conveniently.

To the base A, atits front and next theslide
I3, there is fixed, by a screw, d, or otherwise,
a post, D, whlch inclines bachwqrd from the
base, and 1s provided with a foot-plate, I’, on
which the lower edge of a book may rest, while
the back or cover 01 the book rests ¢ ﬂamstthe
post. The post 1s provided with an angular
lateral bend, as at d', giving a broad bearing
to the book-cover,while allowing the post to
be made narrow and light In cast metal, and
the rear face of the post is concaved 01 hol-
lowed out to promote lightness, and the front
face of the post is also grooved to provide for
holding a woven or bmlded cord, I, which is
inter heed through holes in the post and held
thereto by Lnottmo the ends of the cord at ee
at the back of the post The cord I prevents
damage to the book-cover by holding it off a
little from the face of the metal post

An inclined post, F, having a foot-plate, T,
and made like the post D, and with a face-cord,
¥, and a lateral bend, is secured by a screw f,
or otherwise to the front end of the slide C,
and whereby as the slide Cis moved baclmmd
or forward the fixed and movable posts D I
may have different relative positions for hold-
ing the book, as presently explained. I pre-
fer to form notches in the feet of the posts D
I, into which ribs, as at «', on the base A and
Sllde (, respectively, pass to prevent twisting
of the posts on their supports.

T'o and between lugsg ¢, formed on or fixed
to the forward end of one of the slides, the
slide I3, as shown there, 18 pivoted on a hori-

zontally-ranging clamp-serew, (3, the end 7 of

a metal lmk H to the other end 'y of which
13 pivoted by 'L pin or bolt, I, rfmwmo ab a
right-angle with the pivot Cr, a metal arm, J,
whlc,h may be swang from right toleft on thlb
pivot, and to the outer end of the arm J is
pivoted, at I, one end of a light wooden arm,

I 1, intended to lie across and bearon eitherside

page of a book, as hereinafter deseribed,

in using the book-holder, and when begin-
ning to read a book, M, the slide C, carrying
the post Ity will be slid backward in the base
A, and will be fastened by its serew ¢ to hold
the post I'a distance back of the fixed post D
corresponding to the combined thickness of
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all or most of the pages of the book and allow
the right-hand part, m, of the book-cover to
rest fairly on the post F on its cord L, while
the left-hand part, m/, of the book-cover rests
fairly on the post D or its cord E, and the lower
edge of the book rests on the foot-plate F of

 thepost F. The slide B will next be adjusted

IO

15

be tightened.
‘page, 14, of the book M, the arm J will be

in the base A, and thelink H will also be ad-

justed or swuncr on the pivot-screw G, toallow

the arm IL: to bear fairly onto the_panes of the
open book, as shown 1n Fig. 1, and the screws
b G of the slide and page- ho]dmcr device will
‘When reading the left-hand

thrown on its pivot I over the right-hand page,
15, and the arm L will be swunpg on its pivot
K toward the left-hand page, as indicated in
dotted lines 1n Fig. 1 of the drawings, and

- when reading the right-hand page, 15, the arm
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J will be swung over the left-hand page, 14,
while the arm L i1s swung over toward the
right hand, as shown in full lines in Fig. 1.
1t 18 obvious that the arm L may bear on one
or both pages of the book to hold them fully
open, however the arm J may be laterally ad-
justed, and, as the person reads either page
down to where it i8 covered by the arm L it
is only necessary to touch the arm and swing
it up edgewise to uncover the printed matter
which had been concealed fromthe eye by the
armn.

As the person reads about to the middle of
the book, the slide C will be loosened and

~ shifted forward to earry its post I about into

- 35

4.0

45

line with the fixed post D, and the slide B may
be adjusted outward a little, if necessary, to
give the arm L the best bearing on the pages
of the book, and at this time the lower edge
of the book will rest fairly on the foot-plates
D’ F’ of both posts D F, and as the reading

progresses, so that the combined thickness of

the pages next the cover m’ of the book is
considerably greater than the thickness of the
unread pages next the right-band cover, m,
the slide C will be moved toward the reader to
carry its post F forward of the post D a dis-

tance equaling the difference in thickness of

- the right and left hand pages of the book, and
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the slide C will then be fastened by its serew

¢, and the book will rest on the foot-plate D’

of the post D. When the pages or leaves of
the book are to be turned, the arms J L, when
the pivot-screw G is loosened may be swung
down toward the reader on smd pivot clear
of the pages, or the arms J L may simply be
swung down together {o eitherside and below
the pwes of the book on the piv ot 1 of the

- arm J.
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It is obvious that the holder may be very
quickly adjusted for holding a large or small

- book or a thick or thin book for readmﬂ‘ or
-reference.
Having thus described my invention, what_
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—
1. A book-holder made with 2 base, two | -

—
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posts supported thereby and adapted to sup-
port the opposite sides of an open book, one
of said posts being fixed to the base and the
other to a slide movable on the base, and

whereby the posts are made relatively adjust-

‘able by shifting the slide to accommodate the

greater thlckness of either side of the open
book on either post, substantially as specified,
and arms connected pivotally to the base and
adapted to swing sidewise of the open book
to hold its pages and to fold down below the
book to allow turning of its pages, substan-
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tially as deseribed, for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination, 1n a book-holder, of a
base, A, a post, D, fixed thereto, a slide, C,

fitted adjastably in the base, and a post, I,

held to slide C, substantially as shown and
described, whereby the post F' may be ad-
justed in planes forward or in rear of the post
D by shifting the shde C, as and for the pur
poses set forth. B

3. The combination, in a book-holder, of a
base, A, a post, D, fixed thereto, a shde, C,
fitted adj ustably to the base, and a post, F, on

in phnes forward or in rear of the post D by

shifting the slide C, substantially as Spemﬁed

a slide, B fitted adj ustabl y to the baseto move
from front to rear, and a pair of arms, J L,

‘pivotally connected to the slide B and to each

other for lateral adjustment over either side
page of a book and to fold down below the

-book to allow turning of its pages, substan-

tially as shown and deseribed.

4., The combmatlon in a book-holder, of a
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90
slide C, whereby the post I' may be adjusted

95

100

base, A, a post, D, ﬁxed thereto, a sllde C,

fitted adJ ustably to the base, and a post, F on
slide C, whereby the post I may be &dJllStEd
in planes forward or in rear of the post D by
shifting the slide C, substantially as specified,
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a shde, B, fitted adj} ustably to the base to move

from front to rear, a link, H, pivoted at G to
the slide B, and a pair of arms, J L, pivotally

connected to each other at K and to the link
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H at I, substantially as described, for the pur- .

poses Set forth.

5. In a book- holdel the page-holding de-
vice comprising & 111:11{ as H, pivoted to a
base or support so as to swing in vertical

plane, and two arms; J L, pivoted together at

K and to the link H at 1 so as to move later-
ally,. Substantlally as- described, for the pur-
poses set forth.

6. In a book-holder, the page-holdmg de- I
vice comprising a slide, as B, fitted in a base
carrying book-supports, a link, H, pivoted at
G to the slide to swing 1n vertical plane to-
ward and from the book, and arms J and 1,
pivoted to each other at K and to the link H

at I to move laterally, substantially as de-

scmbed for the purposes set forth.
THEODOR HANSEN

Wilnesses:
HENRY L. GOODWIN,
C. SEDGWICK.
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