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1o all whoim it maiy conceriv:

Be it known that I, ELtrax® C. BOWER, of
Milwaukee, in the count} of Milwaukee, zmd
In the State of Wisconsin, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cell-
Cases; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowmw 18 a full, clear, ‘md exact deseription
therecvf

My invention relates to improvements in
cell-cases; and it consists in certain peculiari-
ties of construction to be -hereinafter de-
scribed with reference to the accompanying
drawings,"and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of a cell-case constructed ac-
cording to my invention; Fig. 2, a side cleva-
tion of a binding-strip in the preferred form
of my invenbion; Fig. 3, a similar view of an
itersecting partition

Referring by letter to the drawings, A rep-
resentsthe binding or cutside strips, and B the
intermediate partltmns of my cell-case, said
strips and partitions being made from Straw-
board or analogous material, as is usunal in
this elass of devices.

The binding-strips A and intermediate par-
titions, B, in my cell-case are severally pro-
vided with 2 series of central perforations or
alr-passages, ¢, to permit a eueulatmn of atr
throughout said case.

IFrom opposite sides of each perforation ¢ in
the binding-strips A there extends vertically
for a certain dlstance a slot, e. The slots c
have continuations ¢/, that areat an angle of,
say, forty-five degrees from a ver Lical hne the
angular contmumtwn of one slot exteadmﬂ 1N
an 0pp081te direction to that of the other.

One end of each binding -strip A has a
tongue, d, formed by cuttine oftf the corners
of this particular end at an angle of about
forty - five degrees, and providing this cut-
away portion with vertical recesses ¢, this con-
struction being clearly illustrated by Fig. 2..

The binding-strips A being provided with
a tongue, «, at only one end, the interme-
diate partitions are ncecessarily provided at
both ends with similar tongues, as shown by
Fig, 3.

To pass the tonﬂues ¢ of the partitions B
through the slots or apertures ¢ in the bind-
inmstrips, the upper and lower corners, d', of
these tongueg are slightly bent, o as to cor-
respond W1th fhe oppositely-extended angular
continuations ¢ of said slots. The pmtltlons

and binding-strips being thus joined, the cor-

iers ¢’ of the tongues are brought back to
their normal positions, thereby locking said
binding-strips in the recesses ¢ of the tongues.

In a litke manner to that just described the
tonguedof one binding-strip is passed through
the adjacent slot or aperture ¢ of another of
these binding-strips, the latter coming at right
angles to the former.

By the peculiar construction -of the slots
or apertures ¢ 1n the binding - strips A, I am
enabled to readily collapse my cell - case in

either direction without danger of eramp-

1ng or breaking the tongues d of these strips,
or those of the intermediate partitions, B,
for the reason that there is an equal yield to
sald strips on both sides of said tongues.

The above - described collapsing of cell-
cases 1n either direction wiil be found very
advantageous in packing the same for ship-
ment, not only because the danger of cramp-
ing 01‘breahmf}* the corners is Lworaded but
2180 from the faet that no time is lost in de-
termining the right direction in which to col-
lapse said cases. -

I'he slots or apertures ¢, central perfora-
tions, ¢, and also the tongues d are intended
to be cut by suitable dies, as in ordinavy
method of making cell-cases of straw-board or

analogous material, and said slots and tongues

being very simple in contour, the strips and
partitions A B can be manufactured without
increase ot cost over the ordinary styles of
¢ell-cases now 1n use.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to sccure by
Letters Patent, 18—

In a cell-case, the binding-strips thereof
severally provided with 2 series of central
perforations having vertical slots radiating
therelfrom in Opposne directions, these SlOtS
having continuations at an obtuse angle there-
to, and the continuation of one slot extended
in a direction opposite that of the other, in
combination with intermediate partitions leso
severally provided with aseries of centr al per-
forations, substantially as and for the purpose
set torth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at M 11w‘mLee in

‘the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-’

consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
ELIJAH C. BOWER.
Witnesses:
H. G. UNDERWOOD,
N. E. OLIPIIANT.
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