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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that we, JoEN McLEOD MUR-

PHY and JoON LYNN, cltlzens of the United |

States, residing ab New York, in the county of
New York a,nd State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvemente
in Fire-Escapes; and we do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, sueh es will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

Our invention is an improvement in five- e8s-

~ capes; and it consistsin the peculiar construc-
~tion and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter
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fully described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accempanymw
drawings, in which Figure 1 is a perspective
view of our fire-escape, parts being shown only

Dartly. Fig. 2 18 a representation of one of

the parts debeehed Fig. 3 is adiagrammatic
view which will be hereinafter described.

A frame support, B, made of wrought-iron,
18 so constructed that when placed upon the
sill of a window hooks or projections: b-may

reach down behind and under the inside half |

of the window-sill to firmly support any weight
that may be exerted downwardly upon the eye

“4, which is placed insuch relation to the hooks
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that it projeets just beyond the outside of the
window-frame. This support B is provided
further with bearings e for the journal of a
reel, g. 'Tothe eye i of the frame B is fastened
the rope or line R, which, after passing through
the block A, is wound upon the reel C, and
down which escape from danger 18 made

The block A, through which the rope K is
passed,is made in one piece of metal, preferably
brass, and is internally grooved or wormed, 8o
that that part of the rope in the block musb as-
sume the shape indicated 1in Fig. 3. This block

- alsohas formed upon it atsuitable points hooks

- or eyes, or any other suitable devices to en-

45

able it to be attached both to the line s, wound
upon the-reel ¢, and to the belt D, which 1s
made of canvas ordinarily, and which i8 pro-

vided at each end with a hook or its equiv- |-

alent, to be connected with: the connection de-

vice ef the block A.
The 0peret10n of our 1mp10ved fire-escapeis |

|

‘and pressing downward more or less against

ters Patent, 15—

as follows: The reel C 1s tossed out of the win- 5o
dow and is unwound. The person seeking
safety pusses the belt D around his body and
attaches both ends of the belt to the block A.

-He then gets out of the window after taking

hold of the rope I below the block' A, and z¢
regulates his descent by the dewnwmd press
ure exerted on the rope R.

1t will be seen that as the person descends,

thereby drawing down the block A away from

the window, the line s, attached to the block ¢€o
A and wound upon the reel g, will be unwound.
By winding up this reel, therefore, (when un-

~wound,) the block A and belt D will be re-

turned to the window again.
It is evident that the rapidity of descent of 65

3 person may be lessened at the will of the de- .
~scender by our apparatus in several different

ways—{or instance, by passing the rope under
the foot before being taken hold of by the hand

the rope; or descent may be entirely arrested
by taking hold of the rope Rabove the block A.

Having thus described our invention, what
we clzum as new, and desn*e to secure by Liet-

1. In a fire- escape, the combination, with 7>
the block A and the rope R, passed through
the groove thereof, of the support B, for fast-
ening the rope to the window-frame, and pro-
Vlded with the reel g, for returning thie block
to the window, substantially as set forth.

2. In afire-escape, the supporting device B,
having the fastening-hooks b, the depending
arm or eye %, and the bearingse, in combination
with the returning-reel g, substantially as set
forth.

3. In a fire-escape, the combmatwn with
the block A, grooved as described, the 10pe R,

80'

- passed through the groove of the block, the |
-belt D, attached to the block, and the fasten-

sle
ing devme B, provided with the reel g, of the
reel C, substantially as and for the purposes

set forth
JOHN McLEOD MURPHY..
-~ JOHN LYNN.
Witnesses:
P. I. MAHONEY,
JAMES E, O’ NEIL.
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