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To all whom it may concern: __

- Beit known that I, GUSTAVUS L. SILSBY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Miles Grove, in the county of Erie and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Traunsplanters, of which
the following is a specification.

~ My invention relates to improvements 1n

transplanters; and it consists of the peculiar
combination and novel construction and ar-
rangement of the various parts for service,

substantially as hereinafter fully set forth, and

particularly pointed out in the claim. |
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~ The object of my invention is to provide an
improved transplanter of peculiar construc-

" tion which will be capable of taking the plants
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out of the earth without squeezing them and
the earth, and thus injure the delicate and ten-

~ der roots thereof, which is liable to destroy the

plants. | | | |

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved transplanter which can be
very easily and readily adjusted to take up a
larger plant or dig a larger hole than the hole
to which it is normally set, and thus adapt the
device to a wider range of usefulness, and,

finally, to improve the device in minor de-

tails, so that it is simple, strong, and durable

in construction, cheap and inexpensive of

manufacture, and can be operated with great
ease and with a minimum expenditure of power
and exertion on the part of the operator.

‘In the drawings hereto annexed, IFigure 1
is a side elevation of my improved trans-
planter, showing the jaws thereof distended.
Fig. 2 is alike view of the device, showing the
jaws closed. TFigs. 3 and 4 are horizontal
transverse sectional views-on the lines z x and
y y of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5is a view of the de-
vice with one side of the jaws thereof separated
to adapt it to dig a larger hole or remove 2
larger plant. S |

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding partsin
all the figures, A and B designate the shanks

" of myimproved transplanter, which are curved
- outwardly and then inwardly, at ¢, at a point
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‘about midway of their lengths, and provided

at their upper extremities with hollow cylin-
drical sockets ¢/, in which the lower ends of
the handles D are very securely fitted and held

 in any approved manner, so that the jaws can

! this pivot-bolt has a threaded end, on whicha 65

{ be opened and closed with a slight exertion on

| the part of the operator, as will be more fully
described presently. These curved portions 55
of the shanks cross and lap each other, as

l shown, and at the point where they cross the
shank A is provided with a transverse opeil-
ing, a, and the shank B is provided with a
longitudinal slot, b, the terminal ends of which 6o
are enlarged and rounded, as shown at b'. '
| I designates a transverse pivot-bolt, which
passes through the opening a and the lower
terminal end of the longitudinal slot b, and .

!

nut, e, is detachably fitted to hold the pivot-
bolt and the shanks together and permit them
| to be disconnected, so that the shank B can be
raised or lowered to adapt the pivot-bolt 1 to
enter one or the other of the terminal ends of 70
the longitudinal slot, for a purpose presently

| described.. ) -

E' F desigrnate the jaws of the transplanter,
which are rigidly affixed to and carried by the
lower ends of the shanks A B of the device. 73
These jaws are connected together to form &
chamber or receptacle into which the earth, or
plants and earth, are to be fitted and carried.
Each jaw is provided with a semicircular or
curved rear side, ¢, and the flat parallel sides 8o
f,and the rear and flat sides of the jaws are
formed of a single piece of metal. The jaws
are inclined or reduced toward their lower
ends, so that when they come together they
form a chamber or receptacle which 18 smaller 35
at its lower end than at itsupper end, asshown
in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings. ‘L'he upper-
forward edges of the flatsides fof the jaw E
are provided with transverseopenings or per-
forations g, and the inner upper edges of the 90
corresponding sides, f, of the jaw If are pro-
vided with slots %, which open through one of
the edges of the sides f of the jaw F, and pro-
vide depending lips or shoulders /', which ex-
tend into those parts of the slots which open 95
through the edges of the jaw F. The meet-
ing edges of the flat sides of the jaws B F
overlap one another, as clearly shown In Figs.

3 and 4, and through the transverse openings
of the jaw E’ and the slot of the jaw I passes 100
pivot pins or studs ¢, which connect the said
jaws together, so that they can be moved lat-
| erally of each other, as is required in the op-
| eration of transplanting.




Witnesses:
In order to adapt the jaws to dig a larger JEFFREY GODFREY,
hole in the ground, or to remove alarger plant H. A. TrRAUT.
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