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(No model.)

To all whony it 73@6&) conecern:
Be it known that I, FRANX L. IFAIRCHILD,.

- of Mount Vernon, in the county of Knox aud

[O)

'15

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Posts, of which
the following is a specification. -

My mventlon relates to that kind of fence-

‘post which-is provided with a burnt-clay or

pottery base, and it has more particular refer-
ence to a post of this character which has a
metal stem and shank, although it is also ap-

plicable to a post hzwme; a Wooden stem.
Under my improvement the shank consists

of two strips or pieces of metal extending ver-

tlcally or in the direction of the length of the

post, in substantial parallelism mth and at a

suitable distance apart from each other. The
burnt- clay base has two distinet openings
through it, one for each leg of the shank, each
opening being made of shape and size to fit
snugly the leg which is to pass through it.
The parts of the base of the post are secured

together by means of wedge - keys passing

~ through slots in the lower ends of the legs of
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the shank which project beyond the bottom
of the burnt- clay base, said keys acting to’

force the burnt-clay base up against,a shoul-
der or abutment or cross-piece at the junec-
tion of the stem and shank; or, 1n lien of
wedge-keys, nuts may be used the same being

applied to the lower prcgeclnng ends of the_

legs, which for this purpose should be screw-
threaded. ~Theburnt clay is in practice made

in two or more sections, and this construction |
1 also in some

I prefer on many accounts,.
cases corrugate the surfaces of the openings or

~ passages in the burnt clay through which the
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legs of the shank pass, or form said surfaces
with sharp points or ribs, or the like,.
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These
oints or ribs will rub off or give way when
the shank is driven into and through the base,
thus compensating for shrinkage or other vari-

ations in the size of the openings which may .

take place when the bases are burned.
In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 are side elevations of metallic fence-

posts combined with burnt-clay bases in ac-

cordance with my improvement. Fig. 3 1s a

- like elevation of a post, the stem of which is
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wood. Fig. 4 ig a cross-section on line 4 4,
Fig.3. Tigs. b, 6, 7, 8are plan views of dlffer
ent forms of burnt c]ay gections or bases,

| the shank,

In the post shown in Tigs. 1 and 2 the stem

| @ is of metal and is in one with the part b,
“which is one of the legs of the shank.

The 55
other leg of the Shank consists of the lower

portion “of the rod ¢, which rod, above the
point where the shank terminates, 1S -bent or

inclined toward the stem a, t_o which it is

bolted or riveted at the point ¢, thus forming 6o

a strong brace-rod for the stem.

The two parts b ¢ may be of any suitable or
desired length and cross-section. Their cross-
section may, for instance, be similar to that of
any one of the shapes illustrated in Figs.5t0 8 65
with respect to the epenings or passages p in
the burnt-clay sections or bases. The legs b
¢, which form the shank, are combined with a
burnt-clay base, consisting in this instance of
three superposed sections, ‘A e J. - These sec- 7o
tions are each formed w1bh two distinet verti-
cal openings or passages, p, one for each leg
of the shank, each opening or passage being
of such size and shape as to fit snugly the lecr
b or ¢, which passes through 1t. Inasmuch as
these openings or passages are formed in the
clay before it is burned, and are consequently

‘liable to warp Slightly or shrink during the
burning operation, 1t may be found desirable

and con Venlent to corr ugate their interior sur-
faces or to provide the same with ribs or
points, as indicated in Fig. 8, so that when
the legs are driven through the passages the
poiits or ribs can rub off or give way, and thus
compensate for any slight distortion of shrink-
age occasioned by the burning operation. It
may be well to here remark, also, that the tool
by which these openings or passaﬂ‘es are formed
in the unburnt clay can have its two parts
which form the passages b ¢ connected by a
cross-piece, which will stiffen and strengthen
the tool materially. In this event the cross-
piece would form in the clay block or section
a9, cross-passage, p’, connecting the two leg-re-
ceiving passages or openings p; but this eross-
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| passage would in no material sense deétract

from the stability of the block.

After the burnt-clay sections are fitted upon
the legs of the shank, they are secured in place
by wedge-keys k, which are driven through
slots in the lower projecting ends oi the let,s
b ¢, and serve to force the sections up against
a retaining'shmﬂder or abutment at the top of
This shoulder or abutment in Fig.
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o TD
- - ;.__,ated “a&sh{mumblﬂ G
" To hold: the wire to the: Stem ef tlze memlé
e PﬂSt T make nse of o loop or staple, d, Fig. 1 .
which straddles the wires and has its legs in- |
15 serted into and through holes formed for theni
. 1n.the stem «a,
. project th}ourrh the: p@st are slots, in whichis
osodriven: g neﬂrre key, f, the loop thus being |
o drawn ap tmhtly and seeurely to place.
. 20 arrangement is cheaper, better, and more ef-
"~ fective than any heretofore employed 'to my |
16 costs very much less than any

T 3s
| ~ tional burnt-clay base 1s foreed.
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~knowledge.

Q(f, 1s of wood.,

| .the;wioodeu.stem -

I the tegs of the loop; which

;fistemnﬂ involving the use of nut and SCLCW,,

in 1*1“ 92

¢ any suaitable:

This .

1 consists of a cross piece or plate, {, which ex- |
tends between the legs b e just below the hori- |
zontal shoulder orstop plates or: st}; 1ps m, held |
to the legs b ¢ by rivets or bolts n.
1t eollslsts of:a cross boit or rod, o, hdd to tlles
two legs b ¢ by nuts or the like, .
NEEE R The sectionsor bloeks Lonf;tltratmn tlm burnt 1

Ch;} or pottery bases may have
oo or desired configuration in eross-section, and:
may, 1f:desired, be euermlly ﬂuted or corru- i

“and the loop form is not only easy and Sunp]e

of . jlllmmfdctum but permits less metal to be

1In the post shown 1n Figs. 3

These bars, as shown in Ifig

spects the base 1s similar to the one described
by reference to IFigs. 1 and 2.

I do not here ch;m the combinaticm, with a
metallic fence-postand aleg opposite the lower
cend or shank of said post, of an upper cross-

4, are

SRR cross-section, and tha::u two:
i gides ﬂfmneﬁ or edi* cs are drivenor: foreed:into
The bottom of the wooden _
stem forms theabutment acainst whiech the see-:
In other re-

used an thedeviee than il it were a hook.
and 4 the stem:
Toopposite facesof this wooden:
- stem, and ne ar its lower ¢nd, are secured by
)Y GSS Dbolts » metal bars, which form the shank-
]E{TSZ?G-

e mwh shaped in.

|

base - holding: flame

bar baving an ‘elongated opening, & bottom : =
cross-bar having a corresponding elongated
, and wedfres to enter said ¢ ol)e;nmrrs as ‘oo
-this sneczﬁe combmatlal has been made by me .
thesubject of the fifth elaim of my application, = =
| merial No. 230,981, filed March15, 1887; nor do SREE
I claim here, broadly the fence-post prowdedé EEEEE R
with a metallic frame made of flanged or chan- . 1
‘nel iron, in:combination with a burnt-clay or
pottery base tongued so as to enter and fit be-
1 tween sald flanges, this feature being also the
subject of myaforesaid application, Serial No.
250,981, as 1s also the feature of a fence-post:
;]hwmg a contractible and expansible flanged
in' combination with
1 tongued burut (:Iay or pottexy sectmns held byé EEERREREE
%5‘11{1 frame. - - . | it

opening,

T

Having (lesellbed my lmpl m"ement wh'lt o

éelmm heleln s new .:md 0f my own mvmtlmlé

Witnesses: |
L. P. IHHOLBROOK,
WALTER.,

M. I.

: A tulce po% cmnpusmn‘ a .stem,-a i‘m O- i
elegged shank, a burnt-clay base formed with' -~
[iseparate ‘and distinet’ openings or ' passages 1
through it—one fori each leg of the shank—a |
shoulder or: abutment at the top of the two:iii 70
legged shank, against which the baseecanbe 7 111
foreed, and means, substantially as deseribed, '+
tor foreing said base from'below up against the: 0
said shoulder or: abutment, as *m{l fm the pm“
EI)OQGS herembefore set forth: SEREE SR
20 T'he burnt-elay block immed W 1Hl E:h'lll]m* SEERE RN
'il“eeelvuw openings or passages having eorru-: . i
gated or ribbed 1nteriorsurfaces, ‘18 ‘md {01‘ t} e S
spm poses hercinbefore set: 1011311 SR o
1 To testimony whereof 1 ]mvehel (*unto set nw SRR
:lmud this 13th day of December, 1836. o :
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