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To all whom it may concerr: -
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 SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 362,379, dated May 3, 1887.
~ Application filed November 26, 1886. Serial No. 919,096, (No model.) '

Be it known that I, HirAM FLINT HENRY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Go-
wanda, inthe county of Cattaraugus and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Folding Stools, of which the
following is a specification. - ‘

My invention is a folding stool or seat which
can be folded into the space occupied by the
thickest member or part of said stool or seat;

- and the invention consists in certain consfruc-

'.,‘[5

stool, as will be deseribed and claimed.

tions and combinations of parts forming a flat

In the drawings, Figure 1 is aside elevation |

of my stool open, ready for unse. Iig. 2 is a

bottom plan view of the stool closed. Fig. 3

~is a cross-section of the stool online 2 z of Fig.
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2,and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of theupper
side of the stool when closed. -
In the construction shown the outside legs,

A, are pivoted at ¢ to the inside legs, B, and
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‘these legs B are made of less thickness than the

outsidelegs, and may be folded entirely within
said outside legs, as shown in Fig. 2. The
difference in thickness between the ingide and

outsidelegs is clearly showninTigs. 1, 3, and 4. |
At.one end the top Cis pivoted at ¢ to and |

between the upper ends of the outside legs,
and the opposite end of the seat is provided on
its under side with a rib, D, forming a stop
for engagement by the top eross-bar, B, ofthe
inside legs. By preference, the pivots « and

¢ are arranged off the eenter, as shown.

It will be noticed that when thestoolis folded
to the position shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4 the
top or seat C folds down against theinside legs
and between the outside legs. It will also be
noticed, particularly from Fig. 3,that the com-
bined thickness of the side-edges of the top
and of the inside legs does not exceed the
thickness of the outside legs. I say ‘‘doesnot
exceed the thickness of the outside legs,’” for
the reason that if thesaid side edges and inside
legs were made of a combined thickness less
than that of the outside legs there would be
no departure from my invention, the purpose

of which is to so connect and form the inside

~legs and topthat they will fold entirely within

5O

the space occupied by the outside legs, as 13
clearly shown in Figs.3and4. Itis, however,
preferred to so form the top that its upper

surface in the folded position of the parts will
rest flash with the upper surface of the oub-.
side legs. | |
A bail, I, isattached at its ends to theends =5
| of the top or seat, and extends below the same
and under the cross-bar E of the front legs,

| serving as a safety means to hold said legs 1n

position with reference to the top. 'This bail
may be a strip of textile material, as shown, 60
or may be of metal or other suitable material.
| BY preference,a cord, G, which may be a piece
of twine, as shown, a chain, or other suitable
| construction, is passed at 1 through a guidein
the front of the top or seat, and thence back to 65
the insidelegs,to which it is attached, usually,
through the medium of the cross-bar K, as
| shown. In operation thisstring is convenient
for opening the stool when the latter is folded
or closed, as by drawing on the string the top 70
| Cis first raised and the inside legs next drawn.
to the position shown in Fig. 1, such opening
of the stool to position for use being effected
by simply raisingsaid stool by the string when
such stool is folded into position shown in 75
| Fig. 1. ~ B |
- In forming the top orseat, by preference, 1ts
edges are of a reduced thickness, this being
effected by forming rabbets at 2 in the top at
its sides. Thismay be preferred for thereason 3o
that it permits the seattobeformed of stronger
wood or other suitable inflexible material,and
for the further reason that the rabbets form
ouides for the upper ends of the inner legs,
which slide therein in the adjustments of the ¢35
stool and rest therein in the open position of
the stool, thereby strengthening the said stool
| and giving it rigidity laterally, as will be
| readily seen. o | |
By the described construction I provide a 9o
stool. with an inflexible top, which can be
folded into the smallest space possible. By
“inflexible top’’ I mean a top inflexible as dis-
tingnished from canvas or carpet top stools
and others of such class, and the top maybe 95
| iron, wood, cane, rattan, rush, or other matbe-
rial, and may, if desired, be upholstered to
suit. ‘ -
‘The stool is especially intended for use in
| places where chairs, folding or otherwise, can- 1o
‘notbe conveniently used,and whereitisdesired
to put away a large number of seats in a small
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