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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H., BEATTIE, of
Conway, in the county of McPherson and State
of Kansas, have invented a new and Improved
Device for Lowering Caskets, of which the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion. | |
My invention relates to a device for lower-

ing burial - caskets, and has for its object to

provide a means whereby a large or small

casket may be readily, expeditiously, and |
safely lowered in a grave or vault. -

The invention consists in the construction

and combination of the several parts, as will.

be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
in the claims. |
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification, .

~in which similar letters of reference indicate
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corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device,
and Fig. 2 a plan view thereof. Iig. 31sa
perspective view of one detachable roller.

In carrying the invention into effect a rect-
angular frame is provided, constructed of four
vertical corner-posts, A, top and bottom end

rails, A’, and top and bottom side rails, B B/,

the said lower or bottom side rails, B, being

attached to the corner-posts above the lower
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end rail, asshown in Fig. 1, fora purpose here-

inafter stated. . -
Upon the upper edge of the lower side rails,

B, four or more journal-boxes, b, are secured |
“at equidistdnce apart, the end boxes prefer-

ably in contact with the corner-posts A. Trans-
versely of the frame in the aforesaid boxes the

axes of rollers I are journaled in such man-

ner that the said rollers may be easily and ex-
peditiously removed. |

Metal plates D are attached to the innerand
outer face of the upper side rails, B, in such
manner as to project a distance above the top
face of the rails, and the said plates are pro-
vided with a series of registering-apertures, d,
a short distance above the upper surface of said
side rails. The apertured plates D are of a

length sufficient to extend from one side the
center of the frame to the corner-posts A
thereof. | |

Between the apertured plates D a journal-
box, E, is made to rest and slide upon the up-

|

attached, adapted to pass from the upperside
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per face of the side bars, B, In which box the
axes of a roller, F, have their bearings, one
roller at each end of the frame. The journal-
boxes carrying the rollers If are adapted, as
aforesaid, to slide between the plates D upon
the side bars, B, and their positions are fixed
by a pin, ¢, being entered through opposite
apertures d in the said plates, for a purpose
hereinafter stated. | | -
Centrally and transversely the frame at the
top a drum, H, is journaled, operated by a
crank, %, to which drum cords or ropes I are
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at each end over one roller F' and from the 65
under side up over the other roller, as shown,

the said cords or ropes being provided at the

ends with attached hooks f.

The periphery of the drum H near the crank
end is provided with a series of apertures, k,
o short distance apart, adapted to receive the
hooked end of a pawl, &/, pivoted to the inside
of the frame, the purpose of which is to stop
the revolution of the drum. |
 In operation, the frame is placed over the
grave or vault entrance and the casket M en-
tered upon the outer lower roller, ¥, which 18
elevated above the lower end rail and carried
forward over the adjoining rollers. The top
rollers, I, are now adjusted toward the center
or ends, according to the length of the casket,
and the hooks f are made to engage the handles.
The drum is revolved to slightly raise the -
casket and allow the lower rollers, 0, to be re-
moved from their bearings. The casket may 335
now besafely lowered within the vaultorgrave, |
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and as the casket reaches the bottom the hooks

antomatically disengage theinselves, permit-
ting the device to be removed. |
When a box is employed as an inclosure for - oc
the casket, staples are driven in the sides for
engagement with the pendent hooks. |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters |
| | 95 . |
1. The combination, with a frame having
upper and lower side rails, B B’, provided with
a drum, H, journaled centrally and trans-
versely the top rail, adjustable rollers B ab |
each side of said drum, and a cord or rope, 2, 100
attached to said drum and passing over said

| roller, of aseries of rollers, o', detachably jour-
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naled upon the lower rails, B', substantially [ upperand lower side rails, BB, provided with

as shown and described,
herein set forth, |
~ 2. The combination, with a frame having
5 upper and lower side rails, B B’, provided

and for the purpose

with a drum, H, journaled centrally and trans-

versely the top rail, and apertured plates D,

attached to the sides of said top rails, of boxes

I, adjustably held between said plates upon
io the rail at each side of the drum, rollers I,

journaled in said boxes, and cords or ropes 7,
passing from the drum H oversaid rollers from
opposite directions, substantially as shown

and described, and for the purpose herein set
15 forth.

o. The combination, with a frame having |

a drum, H, journaled centrally and trans-
versely the top rail, B, apertured plates D, at-
tached to the sides of said top rails, boxes E,
adjustably held between said plates upon the
rail each side of the drum, rollers F, journaled

in said boxes, and cords or ropes %/, passing
from the drum over said rollers, of boxes b,
attached to the lower rail, B’, and rollers ¥, de-

tachably held in said boxes, substantially as
herein shown and described, and for the pur-
pose set forth. S |
JAMES H. BEATTIE,
Witnesses: | |
KE11AS L. B1xny,
R. T. BEATTIE.
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