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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, JosEpH E. TILT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lake View,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Button-Fastenings; and I here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same.

My invention relates particularly to means
for fastening the buttons upon shoes, it being
my object to provide improved means for the
purpose which shall be effective, of simple
construction, and easy of application, the fea-
ture of effectiveness consisting, principally, in

the durability of the fastening device, both as |

to itself and as to the lack of liability to be
torn from its lodgment in the shoe or to tear

. the material of the latter by strain exerted

- upon the button.
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My invention consists in the construction of
my improved fastening, compriging, essen-
tially, a wire bent upon itself to form a loop
to hold a button at its eye, and a collar sur-
rounding the ends, whereby the latter, when
inserted through the material upon which the

‘button is to be fastened, may be upset against

the under surface of the material to afford di-
verging prongs which hold the material around
the hole firmly between the under surface of
the collar and the diverging ends of the bent
wire. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a button-

shoe in side elevation as on a foot of the
wearer, part of the flap having the buttons at- ;

tached being folded over to show the reverse
side upon which the ends of the loop of my
fastening means are upset. Fig. 2 1s a per-

spective view of my improvement with the

button in position in the fastening ready to be
secured to the shoe; Fig. 3, a similar view
showing a button secured to a piece of mate-
#ial with my improved fastening; Fig. 4, a
similar view showing the reverse side of what

is shown in Fig. 8; Fig. 5, a similar view of |

the loop having longitudinally-slitted ends;
Fig. 6, a similar inverted view of the collar;
and Fig. 7, a plan view of the preferred form
of blank from which to produce the loop.

A piece of wire enlarged transversely to-
ward its center, substantially as shown in Fig.

_q

‘to project beyond the inner surface of the ma-

a loop, A, having a shoulder, s, and the ends
are slitted longitudinally, as shown, to afford.
prongs 7, +, +%, and »°, which are preferably
pointed at their extremities, as shown. The
button B is held at its eye ¢ in the loop A, the
ends of which are inserted through a suitable.
collar, C, stopped by the shoulder s, and pref-
erably concave on its under side and convex
on its upper side, as shown. o
To fasten the button upon the material the
ends of the loop A are inserted through the
same, which may be previously punctured at
the desired point to admit the ends of the loop
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terial, the collar affording a stop on the op-
posite surface by its abutment against the
shoulder s. The split or slitted ends of the
loop are then upset to diverge and penetrate
and clamp the material surrounding the aper-
ture through which the looped wire A is 1n-
serted between the collar C on the one side
into the econcavity on which the material
around the aperture is forced and the upset
diverging prougs 7, 7, %, and 7° on the oppo-
site side. | o

I perform the operation of upsetting the
prongs or slitted ends of the looped wire A
by means of a suitable instrument for the pur-
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pose, the point of which enters the wedge- 8o

shaped space at the extremity of the ends of
the loop produced by the outward taper on
the inner sides of the ends fo render them
pointed. Iintend thattheinstrument referred
to shall form the subject of a future applica
tion for Letters Patent.” | |

From the foregoing description of my im-
provement it will be seen that the four upset
ends of the looped wire afford a comparatively
expanded surface to resist strain upon the but-
ton, thereby lending strength to the fastening
device itself and dividing the strain upon a
correspondingly-expanded surface of the ma-.
terial, liability of which to be torn is thus
correspondingly diminished, and the collar on
the outer surface of the material further re-
duces the liability to tear by diffusing strain
exerted on the button. | |

Another advantage connected with my im-
proved device consists in the requirement of 100
but one aperture through the material to re-.
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7, is bent upon itself at its center to produce | ceive 1t thereby giving a more 8ightly and
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fastening is adjusted than is to be had with
other constructions of fastenings which require

puncturing of the material at several points.
What I claim asnew, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. The combination, with the material to

which a button is fastencd, of means for fast-
ening the same, comprising a wire bent upon
1tself to bring the ends close together and form
a loop, A, to hold the button at its eye, and

having its ends both inserted directly through

a single opening in the material and turned

-up toward their extremities-against the under
surface of the same, and a collar, C, surround-

ing both ends of the loop on the upper sur-
face of the said material and clamped be-

 tween tlie same and the loop by the turned-up
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ends of the latter, substantially as described.

2. A button-fastening comprising, in com-
bination, a wire enlarged transversely near its
center and bent upon itself to form a loop, A,
to hold a button at its eye, and a shoulder, s,

for the purpose set forth.
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finished appearance to the shoe when the | and a collar, C, surrounding both ends of the

loop below theshoulder s, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

3. A button-fastening comprising, in com-
bination, a wire slitted longitudinally toward
its extremities to afford prongs r, +/, 7%, and #°,
and bent upon itself to form a loop, A, to hold
a button at i1ts eye, and a collar, C, surround-
1ng the ends of the loop, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. |

4. A Dbutton-fastening comprising, in com-
bination, a wire enlarged transversely near its
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center and slitted longitudinally toward its -

extremities to afford prongs #, 27, 7%, and #*,
and bent upon itself to form a loop, A, for
holding a button at its eye, and a shoulder, s,
and a collar, €, surrcunding the ends of the
loop below the shoulder s, substantially as and

JOSEPH E. TILT.

In presence of—
GEORGE C. CoOK,
J. W. DYRENTTORTII. .
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