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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, DANIEL W. LEWIS, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at city of Albert Lea, in the county of
Freeborn and State of Minnesota,heveinvented
certain new and useful Improvements iniSnap-
Fastenings, of which the following is a speci-
cation, reference being had therem to the a.C-
companying drawings.,

My invention 1elates to a snap-fastemng

adapted to be used upon reins, hiteching-straps,

&e., constructed as hereinafter fully seb forth
and claimed.

In the drawings, I‘1gure 1 is a plan view of
my improved fastening, showing the two parts
connected together and attached to a rein or

~strap. Fig.2is a longitudinal section on line
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x z of Fig. 1. Fig.3 is a plan view of the
under side of the fastening, showing the two
parts of the fastening connected. Fig. 418 a
cross-section on lineyy of Figs., 1and 3. Fig.
b is a plan view of the two parts separated.
Figs. 6 and 7 are side views showing the posi-
tlons of the two parts “when they are bemﬂ* con-
nected together.

The fastening is constructed in two parts.

A demgnates the plate of one parb providei
with an eye, «, a central opening, &', lugs b ¥,
bearing b?, and a snap-button, e. This button
may be attached to the plate 'in any desirable
position and by any suitable devices. In the
accompanying drawings the button is attached
near the eye end of the plate by means of a
neck, ¢, inserted thmugh a slot in the plate
and thrmwh a hole in a washer or frlctlon
plate, ¢, and is secured in place by a pin, ¢,
inserted thr ough the extended end of the neck,
as shown. The slot inthe plate is plovided
with a spiral spring, d, adjusted to bear against
the neck of the button

B designates a plate provided with an eye,

f, and a shouldered tongue, &, constituting the

other portion of the fastemnt, The portion

. of the opening ¢ through the plate A which

is next to the bufton is enlarged to readily ad-
mit the tongue, which is inserted at this part
of the opening, and is extended through it far

enough to allow the shoulders d' to clear the
lugs b as shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings.
From this position the tongue is readily moved
into the position shown in Fig. 7 of the draw-
ings, with its shoulders against the bearing 0* |.
and its end hearing against the side of the

| button Then pressureupon the tongue causes
the buatton to spring outward, allewmcr the
end of the tongue to pass into 1ts seat in the
plate, and the button automatically springs
over the end of the tongue, securely holding
it in place. The outer portion of the plate B
is securely held in place by the lug b'.

To disconnect the partsof the fdstemng, the
button is sprung outward, so as to release the
end of the tongue, which is then moved into
the position shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings,
and is withdrawn fromn the plate A.

It is evident that the tongue may be inserted
edgewise through a slot or smtable openingin
the plate A by tWIStmﬂ‘ the strap or rein suf-
ficiently to place the tonﬂ ue 1n that position;
but where the reins or straps are heavy and
rigid they are not readily twisted sufficiently
to allow the tongue to be inserted thus edge-
wise; hence the construction. shown, though
| not essential, i1s preferable. |

and detached as the ordinary snap-hook, and
is not at all liable to become detached in use;
and this fastening is capable of belng con-
structed so as to be more ornamental than the
snap-hook. It is capable of use not only as a
snap-fastening for reins and hitching-straps,

parts of harness.

What I claim as new, and desu e {osecure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combmatlon with a plate, A, hav-
ing the opening a/, and the plate B, hewmg the
shouldered tongue ki, of the snap- buttenc ¢on-
structed and mranged substantially as set
forth, to antomatically fasten the tongue in
place, substantially as and for the purposes
described. _

2. The combmatlon of the plate A, having
the eye «, opening @, lugs b &', and beallng b*"
the plate B having the eye f 'and shouldered
tongue 7, and the snap-button ¢, constructed
‘and armnﬂ'ed substantially as set forth, to au-
to matically y fasten the tongue in place, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL W..LEWIS.

Witnesses:
GEORGE REINER,
J JNO. WHYTOCK.

This fastemnn‘ may be as readily attached
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but also as a snap buckle for eonueetmn‘ the
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