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j’o all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, JOHN L. CLARK, of Ban-
ogor, in the county of Penobscot, State of Maine,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Book-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a description sufficiently full, clear,
and exact to enable any person skilled in the
art or science to which said invention apper-

talns to makeand use the same, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which—

- Figure 1 is a front side elevation of myim-
proved book-holder; Fig. 2, a top plan view of |

the same; Fig. 3,a vertical transverse section
taken on the dotted line # # in Iigs. 1 and 2,
as viewed from the left in said last-named fig-

ures;and Fig. 4,an end elevation representing
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the holder in use as viewed from the left in
Fig. 1. |

Like letters of reference mdlcate corre-
sponding parts in the d]fferent figures of the
drawings.

My invention relates more espeua]ly to that
class of book-holders which are employed by
musicians and others for holdmg music-books
in an open position when in use on the rack
of a piano-forte, organ,or other similar instru-
ment; and it consists in a novel construetion
and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter more
fully set forth and claimed, the object being to
produce a simpler, cheaper, and more effective
device of this character than is now in ordi-

‘nary use.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-
versant with such matters from the following
explanation:

In the drawings, A 1eplesents the body of
the holder, andehe clamp. Projecting down-
wardly from either end of the body A there 1s
a foot-piece, C, the base z of which stands at
a right angle to the body, and is of sufficient
length to properly support the holder. The
foot- -piecesare curved outwardly on their front
edges, as best shown in Figs. 3 and 4, and pro-
Jecbmg la.temlly and inwardly from each foot-
piece there is a flange, m, the edge of which is
cam-shaped, as best seen in Fig. 2 said flanges
corresponding in size and the contour of their
cams.

The clamp I is preferably composed of a
smgle piece of elastic wire, whichis bentdown-

I wardly at a point about one-third of its length
from either end to form the arms {, and out-
wardly at either end to form the journals f, 53

said journals being respectively inserted in
holes r, formed 1n the foot-pieces C.  FProject-

ing houzont‘mll}, from the body A, at the top of
each f0ot- -piece, there 18 a rest, 4, 011 which the
book is supported, the body, fo0b- -pieces, cam- 60
flanges, and rests being preferably integral or
cast in one piece. The central portion of the
clamp is bent outward to form the pull b, to
enable the clamp to be readily raised to insert
or remove the book, or wheneverif is required 635
to turn the leaves. The cams are evolute in
form, the apex or greatest projection in each -
being at », from which point to the outer end
of the cam [ there i1s a short sharp curve, the
curve from v to the inner end, ¥, being longer 70
and not so acute. |

The clamp B is secured to the body A by

springing its arms ¢ inwardly or toward each

| other, and inserting the journals f in the holes

, the ‘‘spring?’ of the clamp acting expan- 75
sively to forcethe arms outward and keep them
in constant contact with the cam-flanges m.

In the use of my improvement the holder is
placed on the music-rack, or in any other de-
sired position on the pl&ﬂ() or other instrument 8o
with which it 18 to be used, being supported
on the foot-pieces C. It is then opened to re-
ceive the book by drawing forward the clamp
B by the pull b until the arms ¢ passthe apices
v of the cams and reach the outer ends of the 8j
same at /, after which the book isinserted, the
clamp raised and pushed back until the arms
¢ pass the points v, when the expansive action
of the clamp agamst the cam-flanges will cause
sald arms to slide down the long inclines or 9o
curves from v to y, and the body “of the clamp
to be pressed against the leaves of the book,
thereby holding itin proper position and keep-
ing it open 1n a manner which will be readily
obvious without a more explicit description. g5

It will be understood that in opening the
holder to receive the book considerable forece
has to be applied to the clamp to pull it away
from the body A, against which it 1s pressed
by the spring of the arms ¢ acting onthe long 1006
curved faces of the cams from v to y, but that
when the arms have passed the points v the
body of the clamp will be forced outward in-
| stead of inward until the arms reach the points
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1, in whieh position the clamp will be locked ] str umentahtles, to wit: a body, foot pwces for

or held stationar y until the book 1s inserted,

- ~an open book being represented by the dotted

10O

fine myself to providing the holder with rests | -
¢, or to journaling the clamp in the foot-pieces
C, as they may be journaled in any suitable
- position and said rests omitted; nor to using
two cam-flanges, m, as one may be dlspensed'
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lines % in Fig. 1 and by & in Iig. 4.

I do not confine myself to constructmg all |
parts of either the body A orclamp Bintegral,
. orto using the holder in connection with musi-
- cal instruments solely, as when the foot-pieces |

- C are made of suitable size 1t is well adapted
for use on a library-table and in various other

It may also be employed to good
neither do1 eon-

positions.
advantage as a music-holder;

with, if desned

Havmﬂ‘ thus explai ned my invention,whatT |

clalm iS—

" 1. In a book-holder of the character de-
, the combination of the following in-|

seribed

| said body, a -
foot piecesorportions ofsaid body, and afixed 25
| cam or cams acting in conjunction with said
clamp to force the clamp against the leaves ot

spring-clamp journaled in said

the book when the ho]del 18 closed, substau

.tla,lly as described. -
'92."In a book-holder of the charaeteI de- 304;-;

scribed, the body A, spring-clamp B, foot-
pieces. C and cams or cam- flanges m, all con-

- tructed combined, ‘and drlanﬂ*ed SubStan

tially as set forth.
scribed, the body A, spring: -clamp B, foot-

pieces C cam- ﬂanﬂes m, and rests 4, all con-
structed, eombmed “and arranged
'tlally as qhown and desenbed o

su,bstan* R

JOHN L. CLARK.

Wltnesses
- CHARLES H. CLARK
"NELLIE L. CLLARXK..

3. In a book - holder of the character de- 35 o
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