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provide an improved bustle which shall more

‘metallic substances, to thereby obviate the an-
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‘ranged in a vertical position and in the arc of
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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Joan C. BETTEN, & cit1-
zen of the United States, residing at Kureka
Springs, in the county of Carroll and State of |
Arkansas, have invented a new and useful Im-
plovement in Bustles, of which the following

My invention relates to unprovements in
bustles; and it consists of the peculiar combi-
nation and novel construction and arrange-
ment of the several parts for servicee, substen
tially as hereinafter fully described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

The primary object of my invention 1s to

effectively support and uphold the clothing of
the wearer and give the same a neat appear- |
ance, which Shﬂll- be free from steel or other

noyance of soiling the wearer’s linen and ap-
parel, and which can be readily washed or
cleansed without destroying the device.

- A further object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide an improved bustle which shall possess
saperior advantages over others which have
preceded 1t In pomts of simplicity and dura-
bility of construction and ¢heapness of manu-
facture. -

In thedrawings hereto annexed, which 1llus-
trate a bustle embodying my improvements,
Figure 1 is a top plan view. Iig. 21s a side;
Fig. 8 is a vertical cross-sectional
view on the line & z of Fig. 1. Tig.41s a ver-
tiecal longitudinal sectional view on the line
y y of ]_“w‘ 1.

Refelluw to the drawings, In “thh like let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts |
in all the figures, A designates a series of
other like flexible material. Theringsarear-

a elrele, and the ring or rings at the middle of
the series are of greater diameter than those

at the ends of the series, the diameters of the |

rings from the middle towmd the ends of the
bustle being gradually decreased or lessened.

Thus, for 111513&110{3 the diameters of the two
11110*% on opposite sides of the middle ring of
the series are of equal size and less than the
diameter of the said middle ring, the diameter

of the second pair of rings on opposite sides of

the middle being also equal to each other and
less than the first ring next to the middle one,
and so on throughout the series. The bustle

1S thus enlmged or bulged outwardly at 1ts 353 |

middle and gradunally reduced and tapered to-
ward the ends, as clearly shown. ‘T'he series
of flexible rings are housed or inclosed within
a, sheath or jacket, B, which is caused to as-
sume the bulged and tapered form of the bus-
tle.
textilefabricorother preferred material which
will withstand washing, and it 1s cut and

shaped so as to snugly inclose the rings, and
thereby protect the same from damage and

from insects, which are attracted by the ma-
terial of which the rings are composed.
The sheath 1s left open onits inner side, and

the edges thercof are suitably connected to-

oether by any preferred form of fastening de-
vice—as, for instance, eyelef-holes ¢ may be
formed or provided in the edges of the sheath
and lacing-cords C passed thmugh the said
eyelets, and thereby securely connect the edges
of the sheath to comp]etely conceal the rings
therein.

D designates the bmdmn or securing band
or strip, that retains the flexible divided rings
in their proper relative position, so that the

' necessary yielding or flexible movementis per-

mitted to the device.

- The binding or securing band is inclosed
within the sheath or Jacket and over the inner
peripheries of the divided flexible rings, and
the rings are held in place by means of rows

of Stltehes d d', which are formed through the

binding-band and the jacket and on Opp()site
sides of the rings, these stitches d d" being ar-
ranged on opposite sides of each ring. The
bll’ldlnﬂ" strip extends entirely across the 1nner
side of the sheath or jacketf, or nearly so, and
it is entirely concealed from view ther eby, and
the stitches d &’ also extend across the jacket
and binding-strip D, as shown.

It will thus be seen that the flexible rings
are not directly connected or secured to the

jacket or binding-strip, and therefore the

strength of the said rings is not impaired by
perforating or breaking the same in any man-
ner, thereby materially adding to the strength
of the structure and increasing the durability
thereof, while at the same time the said rings
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are very securely held in place and permitted

to have the necessary freedom of movement

by connecting the sheath and binding-band by
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the rows of stltches on opposite czldes of the
rings.

F I designatethe suspending bandsor btmps
which are Secured to the opposite reduced ends
of the inclosing sheath or jacket. These straps
are to be passed around the waist of the wearer,
and the free ends thereof are connected to-
gether by a suitable device—as, for instance,
a buckle. -

The operation of my invention will be read-
1ly understood from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the drawings.

The suspending-bands are passed around
the wearer’s waist, drawn tauat, and connected
together. The inclosing sheath or jacket is
thus drawn upon to take out the er eases and
slack therein and tightly stretch that portion
thereof between the rings, and also cause the
latter to assume a vertical position. By thus
causing the rings to assume their proper ver-
tical positions and stretching the portions of
the sheath or jacket between the rings and
drawing the same taut, the clothing of the
wearer ismore properly supported and upheld,

and thereby insures a much neater appearance
thereto.

When it is desired to wash the sheath after
it has become soiled and dirty through use

and exposure, the lacing-cords are removed,.

and the flexible rings are then taken out by
turning them around so that the ends can be
slipped out of the binding-strip.

The sheath or Jacket with the attached
binding-bands and the rings, .can be washed
and cleansed without injury, and the several
parts readily replaced and put together again
by the owner, thus saving the cost of a new
bustle.

It will be observed that I wholly dispense
with the use of metallic rods and other fixtures,
so that the original form and strength of the
rings is pleserved to Increase the dumblllty
of the bustle. By thus dispensing with the
rods and other metal fixings the bustle can

“be more readily and closely folded aud com-

pressed together to occupy but a small space
in 1)84(31111]'3‘ large numbers of the same within

a very small space for storage and transporta-

tion, 1t more readily and closely accommodates
ltse]f to the shape and size of the person, and
the linen or apparel of the wearer is not soiled
and stained.

I attach especial importance to the divided
rings,which are inclosed within the sheath or

jacket and are held 1n proper position therein |
independently of any devices for securing |

and forming a series of pockets, and a
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them direectly to the jacket or each other, asI 60

am thereby enabled to readily and easily re-
move the entire series of rings, so that the

sheath can be laundered with facility. This

object 1s very desirable, in view of the fact
that the jackets soon become soiled and dirty.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A bustle comprising an inclosing sheath
or jacket and a series of removable divided
rings wholly inclosed within the sheath and
having the free ends thereof brought together,
to therebv torm substantially a complete Cir-
cle, the said rings being entirely disconnected
from the means e::mployed to hold the rings in
place, whereby they can be e‘{peditiously re-
moved from the sheath and leave the latter

- 1ntaet, as set forth.

2. A bustle comprising asuitable sheath or
jacket, a series of complete separate pockets
on the inner side of the sheath, and a series of
removable divided rings whollyinelosed with-
in thesheathandremovably fitted in the pock-
ets,to be held 1n position thereby, the free ends
of each ring being entirely disconnected from
the sheath or poc]{et and terminating in close
proximity to each other, as and for the pur-
pose set forth. |

3. A bustle comprising a sheath or Jacket
having the means for detachably connecting
the meetmﬂ* edges of the sheath together, t0
thereby close the same and form Sllbbt‘tlfltl&l]}"
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a circle 1n cross-section, a series of separate

pockets on the inner side of the sheath, and a
series of divided removable rings fitted in the

pockets, the ends of the rings being brought

together when the sheath isclosed,as set forth.

4, A bustle comprising a jacket or sheath
having an open side, a continuous binding-
band secured to the inner side of the Jacket
a series
of rings r-ﬁmovably itted in the pockets, as
and for the purpose deseribed.

5. A bustle comprising a sheath, a continu-
ous binding-band secured to the inner sides of
the Sheath and having a series of transverse
pockets between the sheath and binding-band,
a series of divided rings removably ﬁtted in
the pockets, and the suspending-bands con-
nected to theends of the sheath, as and tor the
purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my Slwnature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHON C.

Witnesses:

W. B, WiLtis,
W. O. BETTEN.

BETTEN.
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