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To a,ZZ whom it may concerm:

Be it known that we, ROBERT C. CHAPMAN
and DANIEL L. EUSTIO , of Kast Dubuque, in
the county of Jo Daviess and State of Iliinois,

5 have invented a new and useful Improvement
In Grappling-Tools; and we do hereby declare
that the following is a full and exact deserip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to “the letters of
reference marked thereon.

This invention relates more particularly to
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what are known as ‘“‘wire- stretchers;’’ and the !

object 1t has in view is the productlon of a tool
or instrument which will-answer all or almost
all the various requirements and purposes of
a grappling device, particularly such devices.
as are used In the construction of wire fences,
and which shall be of an exceedingly cheap
and simple character with inereased durability
and efficiency. The novelty therein consists
in the construction and arrangement of two le-
vers corresponding in outline and one of which
has two jaws,between which the single jaw of
the other lever is pivoted, so that by one move-
ment of the levers the ends of the jaws are
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made to point outward in opposite directions |

and by another movement they are made to
point inward toward each other for a purpose,
all as will be more fully hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the claims.

For the better comprehension of thisinven-
tion attention isinvited to the ¢ accompanying
dmwmn‘s in which—

I‘wme 11sa perspective view of the tool or
mstrumenb with 1ts jaws open in that posi-
tion in which their ends point outward in op-
.poswe directions; Fig. 2, a similar view with
the jaws closed; Fig. 3, a ‘similar view with the

- }jaws open in that positi'on in which their ends
40 point inward toward each other; and Fig. 4 is
a perspective view showing the use and appli-
cation of the tool as a wire- stretchel |

A and B denote the two levers which con-
stitute the tool, and which, for lightness, are

provided, preferab] y, with Wooden hand]es and
corresl)ond In general outline. The lever A,

at about the center of its metal jaw A, is bent
outwardly, as shown in the dra.wmgs and 1S
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| hook, «, having an angulal notch o, eut in its 50

end. The lever B has two metal J&Ws B’ B,
both bent like the jaw A’ of lever A, and each
provided with apointed hook, b, upon 1ts outer
end, which hooks difter from that of lever A
in that they have no noteh upon their ends. g5

Between the two jaws of lever B, and at the
point where the bend occurs, is pivoted the
single jaw of lever A, and when the handles are
brounht together the jaws hold the position
Shown in Fig. 1, and in separating them they 6o
take the posﬂzlons shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

The many purposes for which this tool orin- -
strument may be conveniently and successtully
employed are too numerous to mention; but
those that are most common and universally 65
called for in a device of this character 1t may
be well to set forth,and describe the manner in -
which the tool is to be operated. |

In the capacity of a wire-stretcher, asshown
in Fig. 4, the wire is inserted in the noteh on 7o
the end of jaw A’ of lever A, and the jaws of
lever B are placed around the fence-post C, s0 -
that the latter will fit within the concave part
of said jaws, or that part where the jaws are
bent out from the lever. The lever A is then
drawn back around the post, (the operator con-
trolling the lever B,which serves to steady the
former,) and the wire is thus tightly drawn
between the two jaws of lever B against the
post C, and there held while it is being- se-
cured to the post. In this way the wire can
be drawn to a breaking tension without the
application of much strength upon the part
of the workman. Iuarthermore, by the use of
this tool, if the wire should breaL, all danger 83
of injury to the workman is avoided, because
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in stretching the wire he is not in its path.

Aside irom the use above mentioned, this
tool 1s admirably adapted for lifting and
nandling barbed wire, and especially for cut- g¢
ting off wire; also, for extracting wire staples,
for handling railroad-rails, for handling najl-
kegs, and other similar articles by either hook-
ing 1t in the chines or opening the jaws wide
enough to grasp the body, for grasping the 93
legs or lower jaws of hogs inscalding or dress-
ing them, and for many other grasping and

provided fbt 1ts outer e?tremltymth a pomted \ ]1fbmu' purposes too numerous to mention.,
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We would also here state that this tool is ex-

cellently adapted for cutting wire by simply

inserting the wire in one of the notches z of the
levers and then closing the latter together.
The tool is cheap and durable and is a handy

- Instroment on farms and also 111 the house

IO

I5
lever and provided at its end with an angular |

and In machine- shops
‘Having thus described our mventlon what

- we claim as new therein, and desire to protect

by Letters Patent, is—

1. A wrapplmw tool. consisting of a lever

having two parallel outwardly-bent jaws, each
provided at its end with a pointed hook, and
a second lever having a single outwardly -bent
Jaw pivoted between the two jaws of the other

notched hook, substantially as 'md for the pur-
poses set forth | | |

361,614

2. A grapplmg -tool consisting of the lever
B,having two parallel outwardly-bentjaws, B’
B" each provided with a hooked end, b, and
with anotech, z, onone edge, and a second lever
A, havinga smg]e outwardly-bent jaw, A/, plv-
oted between the two jaws of lever B and pro-

vided with a notch, 2z, on one edge, and with

an angular notched hook,a,on its end, subst::m-
tlally a8 described and shown.
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In testimony whereof we affix our swmtm es -

1in presence of two witnesses.

" ROBERT C. CHAPMAN.
DANIEL L. EUSTICE.

Witnesses:
- WILLIAM GRAHAM,
MALBONE W. GRAHAM.
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