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To all whom it may concern:

A désignates the main horizontal plates of

Be 1t known that I, HENRY GROSS, a citizen ; the frame-work, and B denotes the partition-

of the United States, residing at Chicago, in
- the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
5 1nvented certain new and useful Improvements

in the Construction of Frame-Work for Safety

Deposit and Similar Boxes, of which I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description, reference being had to theac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification. | |
. In the construction of safety deposit-boxes
1t has been ‘heretofore proposed to form the
frame-work of two series of plates, one series
15 running 1n horizontal direction and the other
running in vertical direction, the plates of each
series being provided at their points of inter-
section with slots extending to about midway
the plates, so that when the plates were fitted
together their front edges would be in the
same vertical plane.. It is manifest that in
such construction the rear portion of thehori-
zontal plates and the front portion of the par-
tition-plates between their slots will be left
25 without support, and as the boxes are usually
of considerable depth, it is possible, by bend-
ing the rear portion of the upper or lower
plates or the front portion of the partition-
. plates of one box, to enter the adjacent boxes.
3¢ Moreover, 1n such construction the slotting of
~ the horizontal and partition plates left the
outer edges of such plates without sufficient
 rigidity to afford afirm bearing for the doors.
- My present invention has for its object to
‘avoid these objections, and to provide a con-
struction of frame-work by which each box
will be rendered secure against entrance from
~ the adjacent boxes, and by which, at the same
‘time, the vertical and horizontal plates con-
40 stituting the sides of the boxes. shall be held
together in such manner as to afford a firm sap-
port for the doors. Thisobject I have accom-
‘plished by the construction of frame-work,
hereinafter described, illustrated in the accom-
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‘the claims at the end of this specification.
Figure 1 is a perspective view, parts being

broken away for the purpose of better illus-

tration. Fig. 2is aviewin horizontal section.
so Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view ¢f one of the
partition-plates.

‘talled tenons cannot be separated nor with-

panying drawings, and particularly defined in

plates, which serve to divide the main plates

at sultables distances to form the boxes of gz
proper size. In the plates A are-formed the
holes or mortises ¢, the number and distance
apart of these mortises being dependent upon
the depth of the boxes. The mortises a are
preferably dovetailed or inclined, as at ¢, and 6o
are of sufficient size to receive the tenons » and

b of the partition-plates B, above and below
each main plate. The tenons of the plates B
are preferably of dovetailed construection, as
shown, the tenons of one partition-plateinter- 65
locking with the tenons of the plate above and
below it, and the lower tenons, b, inclining in
one direction only, while the tenons 0" are of
double dovetail construction. The horizontal
plates A are provided with lugs or projections 7o
a’, adapted to pass through suitable holes in

‘the stop or guard plate C, which constitutes
the back of the frame-work, the end of these

projections ¢’ being riveted down, so as to se-
curely hold the platesinposition. In thiscon- 75
struction 1t will be seen that when the tenons |
of the partition-plates have been inserted into
the mortises of the main plates, and the stop
or guard plate U has been fixed in position, it
will be .1mpossible to separate the partition-
plates from the main plates, for the reason that
the rear edges of both sets of plates abut against -
thestop or guard plate C, which prevents their
backward movement, and obviously the dove-
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drawn from their mortises so long as the stop
or guard plate 18 In position. |

It will be seen that by connecting the main
and partitionplates of the frame-work by tenon-

and-mortise joints the slotting of such plates go

to any considerable extent is unnecessary, and

consequently a firm support for the door is ob-
tained, and the danger of the entrance of one
box from the adjacent boxesis avoided. More-

over, by forming the tenons and mortises of 05

dovetailed or.othersuitable construction which ~
will permit them to interlock, the main and
partition plates will be firmly held together, so
as to give to the frame-work much of the same
rigidity as it partition-plates were formed in 100
single pleces.

| Thefrontof theframe-work will be provided
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with individual doors D, of any suitable con-
struction. | ~

It will be readily seen that my invention 18
applicable not merely to the construction of
safety deposit-boxes, but as well also to the
construction of the frame-work of post-office
boxes and similar receptacles, it being under-

- stood that in such work instead of employing

10.
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a solid stop or guard plate, C, suitable guard
strips or stops at the back of the frame-work
will be used. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A frame-work for safety deposit and like
boxes, having its main horizontal partition-
plates and its vertical partition-plates con-
nected at their points of intersection by tenon-
and-mortise joints, substantially as described.

2. A frame-work for safety deposit and like
boxes, having its main horizontal partition-
plates and its vertical partition-plates con-
nected at their points of intersection by dove-
tail or interlocking tenon-and-mortise joints,
substantially as described.
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3. A frame-work for safety deposit and like
boxes, having 1ts main horizontal partition-
plates and its vertical partition-plates con-
nected ab their points of intersection by dove-
tail tenon-and-mortise joints, and having a
guard plate or stop to prevent the separation
of the plates, substantially as described.

4. In frame-work for safety deposit and like

boxes, the combination of the main horizontal

partition-plates A, having mortises « therein,
of the vertical partition-plates B, having the
dovetail tenons band ¥/, fitted in the same mor-
tises, substantially as described.

5. In frame-work for safety deposit and like
boxes, the eombination of the main horizontal
partition-plates A, having dovetail mortises a
therein, and the vertical partition-piates b,
having the dovetail tenons b and &, and the
guard plate or stop €, substantially as de-
scribed.

HENRY GROBSS.

Witnesses:
Gro. . FISHER, Jr.,
JAMES H. PEIRCE.
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