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 a light, cheap, and adjustable bustle.
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{N o model.)

To all whonv it may concerre:

citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bustles; and 1 do

“hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object to produce

With
these ends in view, I have devised the simple

and novel constmctlon of which the following

description, in connection with the accompa-

nying drawings, is a specification.

Heretofore certain styles of high-priced bus-
tles have been made partially adjustable by
means of lacings across the back. This sys-
tem, however, does not give a complete ad-

Justment and, moreover, the general arrange-

ment has been too expensive for use in the
cheaper grades of bustles.

My improved construction enables me to
adjust any portion of the bustle in either di-
rection, and, furthermore, when the cords are

| loosened pel mits of its being laid out flat, so

- that bustles of this class may be packed ‘for

30

transportation or in traveling in a fraction of
the space that has heretofore been required
for all classes of bustles, without independent
boxes and without the shﬂ*htest poss:lblhty of
their being damaged in tmnmt |

In the dmwmgs Figures 1, 2, and 3 are per-
spectives illustrating dlfferent modes in which
I have carried my invention into efiect. Iig.
4 is - a plan view showing one style laid out

- flat, the cords being loosened and Fig. 518 a
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detail view illustrating another form of stay
or steel which may be used if preferred.

My improved bustle consists of three ele-
ments only, viz: two or more ribs, which may
be ordinary corseb stays or steels having eye-
lets or eyes laid across each other and riveted
together, lacing-cords by which the stays or
steels are drawn up, and a belb by which the
bustle is attached in place.

- 1 denotes the ribs of the bustle,_ made of
any ordinary spring material. In practice, 1

£O prefera,bly use ordma,ry corset stays or steels,

1 which are manufactured in such enormous
Be it known that I, THoMASs P, TAYLOR, a

quantities as to reduce the cost of single stays
to ameretrifie. InthedrawingsIhaveshown
stays of the class known as ‘“‘twin stays,’’
which consist of two narrow steels held par-
allel to each other a short distance apart by
wrappings of paper or textile material, which
are pasted to the steels and to each other, eye-
lets being provided at the center of the stay
between the steels; or, if preferred, solid steels
may be used promded wilh eyes made of wire,
‘as indicated in Fig, 5.

‘2 is a belt, ordinarily made of textile mate-
rial, to which two of the ribs are attached,
preferably by flexible connections 3.

Any number of ribs may be used. In the
two, three, and four ribs. It wiil be noticed
| that these ribs are secured together at their
points of intersection by rivets 4, and that all

| side pieces and linings are dispensed with.

Linings may be used, however, if preferred.
In practice, these rivets may be either fixed
or loose. 1 preferably, however, it being the
simplest form, rivet the ribs ﬁlmly together
so that they “111 not slide on each 013]161 and
instead of closing the ribs togetherin packmg,
which would of course require detachment of
the belt, 1 allow the ribs to spring out flat, as
in Ifig. 4

5 denotes cords, ‘ﬁ]ll(}h extend from rib to
rib, passing through the eyes-or eyelets.

Ib will be ap pment that my improved bustle
may beso laced as to give it any desired shape,
as the tighter the cords are drawn the greater
will be the curvature imparted to the ribs.
In packing for transportation the cords are
loosened, which allows the ribs to instantly
resume thelr normal position, so that the en-
tire bustle will lie out flat.

Having thus deseribed my invention, |
claim—

1. Anadjustable bustle composed of spr mg
ribs which cross each other and are firmly se-
cured at their points of intersection, and lacing-
cords which extend from rib to rib, whereby

be adjusted, and when said cords are loosened
the entire bustle will lie out flat.

2., An adjustable bustle consisting of ribs

—

the curvature of any portion of the bustle may

co

drawings I have shown bustles provided with
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