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To all whom Tt may concermn:

- Be it known that I, ERIK H. FORSSELL, a
subject of the King of Sweden, residing ab
Bridgeport, in the county of Fmrﬁeld and.

5 State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Implovements in Folding

Stools; and I do hereby declare the followmg |

to be 2 full, elear, and exact deseription of the

invention, Sm,h as will enable others skilled in

rc the art to which it appertams to make rmd use
the same.

My

that are adapted to be folded np into very small

- compass and carried about by the person using
15 them, and has for its general objects to sim-

phfy, cheapen, and improve their construc-
tion—to produce, in brief, a cheap, light, and
strong stool that may be qulels.ly folded up or
L dd311sted for use, and which will occupy but
20 very little space in its folded condition.
- With these ends in view I have devised the

simple and novel construction of" which the

following description, In connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,

25 numbers being used to indicate the several
parts of the device.

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my 1mproved stool opened out and adjusted
for use; Tig. 2, a ceniral section, one .of the

3o folding Draces belnﬂ' removed; I‘lg 3, a view
showing the parts in the folded poswlon the
top bemg broken away to show the manner
in which the arms fold; and Ifig. 4 1s an ele-

vation showing the manner in Whlch the de-

35 vice may-be carried about when not in use.

1 denotes the upper arms, and 2 the Jower
arms, of the folding braces. These braces are
1)1eferab1v made of wood, and ftheir size 18 ex-
aggerated in the dmwmgs in order to show

40 the construction of the stool more clearly.

Three, four, or any suitable number of these
braces may be used. I have shown four in
the drawings, that being the preferable num-
ber for ordinary purposes. The arms of these
45 braces are secured together, and the braces
are secured to each other by hinges 3, as clearly
shown. The exact construction of these hinges
ig not of the essence of my invention. Sep-

arate hinges may be used; or, if preferred, the
50 arms of the braces may be seemed to each
other and the whole secured together by asin-

! gle compound hinge.

inv ention relates to the class of stools-

t the top to engage the studs.

‘upper end of each upper arm.

(No mo.lel. ) -

o ——————a

1t will be seen that the
essential feature of this portion of my inven-
tion is that the upper arm of each brace shall
drop down upon the lower arm when released, 35

‘and that all the braces shall close 1n upon each
-other, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

4 denotes the top of the steol which is pref-

erably made of carpet, or any strong textile

material. When four braces are used the top 6o
is made square, as shown, and is provided at
the corners with rings 5, for attaching, and
loops 6, for convenience in stretching the
cover. In practice, one corner of the top is -
permanently secured to one of the upper arnis, 65
studs 8 being provided upon the other three
arms, and rings at the other three corners of

This construe-
tion I have found preferable 1n use, although

1t is by no means essential; and studs may be 7o

provided, 1f preferred, upon each of the up-
per arms of the braces, and corresponding
rings at all the corners of the top. |

7 denotes loops on opposite sides of the top
for convenience in carrying the stool in the 7g

folded position.

9 denotes cords connected to rings 10, near
the outer ends of the arms of the foldmg
braces, and 11 denotes cords, also connected to

said 11nn*s and extending from the lower end 8o

of each ]ower arm diagonally across to the

These cords
are preferably knotted together whele they
cross, as shown in the dr&ﬁ ings.

12 denotes a stay-piece permanently secur ed 85

to each lower arm near the bottom thereof, as

shown. Cords may of course be substltuted |
for this stay-piece, if preferred; but in practice

I have found. it desirable to use a stay-piece
raade of canvas or other stlong textile ma- gc
terial.

As already stated, in practice thetop is per-
manently secared to one of the upper arms—
for example, the one toward the hont——as in-
dicated in Fig. 1 at 13. |

The . Operatlon of my improved.stool is as
follows: To place 1t 1n condition for use, it is

G5

| simply necessary tostr etch the cover over and

engage the rings 5 at the corners of the top
with the corresponding studs at the tops of the 100
upper arms of the braces. The stool is then
in COHdlthll for use, and will suppmt any
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weight that can reasonably be placed upon it.
T'o fold the stool up, it is simply necessary to

detach the three rings upon the top from their"

corresponding studs. The arms of the braces
then drop together and fold up, as clearly
shown in Fig. 3, and the top may be wrapped
about them, forming a cover, one of the carry-
ing-loops being passed through the other to
hold the cover in position, as clearly shown in
Fig. 4.

It will, of course be understood that the de-
tails of construction may be varied within rea-
sonable limits without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

I claim— . |

1. A stool consisting, essentially, of braces
hinged together at the center, each brace con-
sisting of two arms also hinged together at the
center, a stay-piece connecting the lower arms
of said braces, and a top detachably secured
to the upper arms thereof.

2. A stool consisting of braces having upper
arms, 1, and lower arms, 2, the arms of said
braces being hinged together at the centerand
adapted to fold back upon each other, and said
braces being also hinged to each other at the
center, so that they will fold together, and a
top, 4, adapted to be secured to the upper

| arms of said braces when in the open position

and to fold about said braces, forming a cover 30

when 1n the closed position.

0 Y 3 " ' »

3. The braces consisting of upper arms, 1,
and lower arms, 2, hinges 3, by which said
braces are secured together and the arms are

secured to each other, a stay-piece connecting 35

the lower arms of said braces, a top detach-
ably secured to the upper arms thereof, and
cords connecting the arms of said braces to-
gether and connecting each brace with the
other braces.

4. The braces consisting of folding arms 1
and 2, hinged together substantially as shown,
in combination with a stay-piece connecting
sald Jower arms, diagonal cords connecting

40

sald upper and lower arms, and a top having 45

rings b and carrying-loops 7, said rings being
adapted to engage studs 8 upon the upper
arms when 1n the open position, the whole top
serving as a cover when the parts are in the
closed position. |
Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.
ERIK H. FORSSELL.
Witnesses:
A. M. WOOSTER,
C. PETERSON.
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