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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANNA DORMITZER, 2
citizen of the United States of North America,
and a resident of the city, county, and State of
New York,have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Ornamental Step-Ladders, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention is designed as an improve-

- ment on the ornamental step-ladder for which
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a United States Patent, No. 336,219, was issned
to me February 16, 1886; andits object is to in-
crease the safety and convenience of the step-
ladder by certain novel devices, which will be

hereinafter fully set forth.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

der folded in position for suspension from a
wall. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same.
Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the same open for
use. Kig. 41is a side elevation of the same
folded up. Fig. 5 is a plan of the upper step
of the ladder. o |
In the drawings, A represents the front sec-

~ tion of the ladder, consisting of two parallel
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side bars, a a, held together by top and bottom
cross-bars, b b, the four bars forming arectan-
gular frame, which may be strengthened by
other cross-bars, as &’. The back section, B,

- 1s also a rectangular frame composed of side

and end pieces, ¢ ¢ and dd, respectively, and
preferably strengthened by diagonal bars 7 f. |

This section B is made narrower than the

. frame A by as much as the thickness of the
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-side bars, ¢ a, and the two sections are hinged

or pivoted together at their upper ends, as
shown at g, so that the section B may be folded

within the sides of the section A, as indicated
‘in Ifig. 4, or so that the two-sections may be

opened apart for use as a step-ladder, as shown
in Fig. 3. |

Secured on the back section, B, and forming

the outer or exposed face of thesame, is a panel,
(shown in Fig. 1,) which may be of wood, pa-
per, plush, silk, ecanvas, or other suitable ma-
terial, with some decorative or ornamental de-
sign, as at 2, painted, printed, embroidered, or
otherwise fixed on it, according to fancy; or
sald panel may be per se of ornamental ma-
terial. - | |
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The steps C ¢’ are pivoted ab their ends,near

‘the rear edges thereof, as indicated at h, Fig.
3, between the side bars,a a. Theupper step,

‘C, has near its ends two rear extensions, k k,
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, which are designed
‘when the ladder is open to make contact with
their rear ends against the front faces of the

side pileces, ¢ ¢, of the section B, and thereby

contribute to the security of the steps when

open, asindicated in Fig, 3. -
“Jointed braces m m, pivoted at their upper

ends to the inner faces of the side strips, a «,

and at their lower ends to the ends of the step

C, near the fronti thereof, also serve to hold.

the steps firmly in open position, and will fold
up with the latter. AllthestepsC C are con-

nected with each other by two rods,o o, which
| - are firmly secured to the ends thereof near
Figure 1 is a rear elevation of the step-lad- |

their fronts, as shown in Figs. 2and 3, so that
when the upper step, C, is opened or closed
thesteps C'are thereby synchronously opened
or closed. - |

When the ladder is closed, as indicated in
Fgs. 1, 2, and 4, it may be so held by the en-
gagement of a common catch, p, fixed on the
sectlon I3, over a pin or stud, ¢, on the seetion
A,asindicated in Fig. 2;or the sections may be

held together by any other suitable device.
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The catch indicated herein consists of a flat

elastic strip of sheet metal;having a hole in its
outer end to fit over the stud ¢, and over this
lower strip is shown a rigid iron cap or plate,
¢, fixed on section B, to serve as a gnard for
the said lower strip.. This is a common de-
viece for such purposes, and hence I make no
claim for it. - When it is desired to open

| the ladder,the said catch may be released from
-saidstud orpin, and aloop,r,is pulled, with the

eftect of pulling the steps down in position,
and at the same time of pushing the section B
1into open position through the medium of the
links s s, that have their forward ends pivoted
on the step-extensions & &, and their rear ends
pivoted on the side bars of the section B, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. . --

On the outer face of one of the side bars of

‘the ladder-section A are secured two sleeves,

t w, one near the top and the other mnear the
bottom thereof. 'The upper sleeve,t, i piv-
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oted in place so that it may be swung later-

ally, as indicated in Fig. 3, and the lower

| sleeve 1s immovable. These sleeves together
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