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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER DERBY

PENFOLD, a citizen of the United States, re-

siding at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Case-
Seals, of which the following is a specification,
taken in connection with the accompanying

- drawings, forming a part hereof.

IS

The object of my invention is to indicate
when boxes have been tampered with in
transit. It is possible to remove the cover of

almost any case when in transit and to replace
the same so skillfully that detection is impos-

sible. In this way thousands of dollars are

lost annually, and inasmuch as no traees of

~the theft are left it is almost impossible to
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know who is responsible for the same, and to

know just wherethegoods weretampered with.

My invention is an improvement in devices
heretofore designed to overcome the above;
and it consists in a seal which is adapted to

- be driven in a case, the same as an ordinary
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nail and with equal facility, over the joints of
the same, 50 as to prevent a section of the case
from being removed without destroying a por-
tion of the surface of the case, which will al-
ways leave unmistakable evidence of such re-
moval and locate within certain bounds where
the same took place, as the goods pass from
onecommon carrier to another, thus indieating
who is responsible for the loss, the said seal be-
Ing provided with downwardly and outwardly

~ 1nclined sides, which, as the seal is driven in a
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case, are adapted to spread still farther out-
ward, so that when the case is tampered with
an area of the surface of the case larger than
the'seal will be torn out, whereby the seal
cannot be replaced so as to hide the torn-
away portion when the cover is put on again.
The especial feature of the present invention
relates to this latter improvement.

In seals which have been used for accom-

plishing the above purpose the area torn away
by -the seal has been less than the size of the
seal, so that the same might be replaced over
the torn-away portion, and be made to con-
ceal thesame. I thereforeclaimin thisappli-
cation only an improvement in what has been
done before in this line of invention, the said
improvement in which will be specifically
pointed outin the claims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawings I have rep-
resented in Figure 1 a case having two seals
over a joint of the same, one of which 18 rep-
resented as having been driven in the wood,

‘and the other of which is in a position for
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driving; and in Fig. 2 a plan view of my im-

proved seal with the downwardly and out--
-wardly inclined sides.

My seal is preferably made of metal,and may
be cut {rom a single piece in substantially the
shape shown in Fig. 1 by the dofted and the
full lines, with V-shaped pieces cut from the
corners thereof and scalloped around the pe-
rimeter, as shown by the dotted linesin Fig. 1,
Having been cut in this shape, the seal is then
struck up by the same or another machine 1nto
the pyramidal shape represented in the draw-

1ngs, making a prong or projecting tooth at

each corner, which is adapted to take in the
wood when the seal isdrivenin. Thecoming
together of the sides of the V portions make
the end prongs slitted, (see Fig. 2,) and this
permits the seal, when driven, to assume very
nearly its first form. The seal is provided
with a number, which may be eut in the top
of the same or stenciled thereupon, to indi-
cate the station from whence the goods were
shipped, so that the shipping - point is dis-
played at numerous places on the case. The
seal, as indicated 1n the drawings, i1s very com-

pact, more easily manufactured than any here-

tofore constructed, and requires but a very
small quantity of material in its manufacture,
its cost being a nominal one only. It may
be made 1n other form than the one shown,
and with more than one piece of metal, without
departing from the spiritof my invention; and
I do not wish to limit myself to the exact con-
struction shown, as any seal accomplishing
the above purpose in substance may be used
and still be within the scope of my invention.

The right is reserved to make any change in
practice that falls within the spirit of what I
desire to claim and secure by Letters Patent,
which is—

1. A seal for cases, adapted to be driven in
the wood over the joints of the same, having
portions inclined outward and downward from
the body of the seal,whichportionsareadapted
to take 1nto the wood and be bent farther out-

ward when the seal is driven in the case,
| whereby when the seal ‘is removed an area of

6C
63
/<
78
30
851

Qo

95

ICO




361,181

[

o ‘the case larger than the secal is destroyed | is adapted to pass bencath the surface of the =

-~ thereby, so that the seal w hen rephcedc'mn@t same and to be bent farther outwmd by sald
o bemtbdetolndethesmne R A dlwmg,forthepmposesetforth R
S T T L A-sealofthe Ch‘LI‘ﬂCfJEl described adqpted In testlmony Whereof I hzwe heleunto set 15' R

| therﬁ-of bobh 1)10Jectmg fmm the top theleof : \Vltnesqes _____
10 and coustltutmrr togethier oummdly inclined A, C. FOWLER,

sides, which as the sefﬂ 1s driven in the wood | - JOHN ROGERS.
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