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To all w}’wm z,t mmy CONCEFTL |

Be it known that I, Lam TAacx CHU, a sub-
ject of the Emperor of China, res1d1n0* at San
Francisco,in the county of San Francisco and
State of Oallfomla, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Chinese Lanterns;
and I do declare the following to be a full, cle.a,r
and exact desceription of the invention, Such aS

- will enable others skilled in the art to which
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~ ence being had tothe accompanymn‘drawmﬂ's ‘
~and to -the letters and figures of reference
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it appertains to make and use the same, refer-

marked thereon, which fmm a part of this
specification.

This invention has relation to 1m provements

in Chinese lanterns,or lanterns used for decora-

tive purposes—-—such for instance, as ountdoor
- decorations; and it consists in the_construction
- and novel arrangement of devices, as will be
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hereinafter more fully set forth, and partiec-

~ ularly pointed out in the claims appended.
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Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective

view of the lantern in an operative position,
and Fig. 2 1s a sectional detail view of the
lower portion of the lantern and the candle

- holder removed.

Referring to the accompanying dra,wmgs by

| '_letter A 111d1mtes the head-block, and B the
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foot- blocl«: which compose, resPectlvely, the
top and bottom of the lantern a. These blocks
are circular in outline, and are provided on
their inner horizontal sides with alternate ver-
tical recesses and projections b6 and ¢. The
projections b of each block are provided with
aligned horizontal apertures for the reception
of a wire rod, C, which also passes through a
similaraperturein the ends of thelongitudinal

ribs. These projections are preferably ar- |
ranged at the periphery of the blocks A and
B, and at a sufficient distance apart for thein-

troduction of the said ribs. The ribs may be
made of any suitable flexible or elastic ma-
terial; but I prefer the use of bamboo, owing
to 1ts great elasticity and durability, the bam
boo being split, which renders it light and
cheap. 'The ribs connect the head emd foot
blocks A and B together,and are slightly bent
longitudinally from within outwardly, so that
when the said blocks are moved in the direc-

50 tion of one another the ribs will bulge out-

| wardly in globular or balloon form. 1t will be
perceived that the bamboo strips thus split and
 pivoted at opposite ends to the head and foot -
blocks,respectively,form a skeleton frame for
the body of the lantern. The ribs or strips s5s
may then be covered with paper or other suit-
able material usually employed in lanterns of
this character.

D indicates a candle- holdel whlch may ¢on-
| sist of a eircular body portion, e, having upon 6o
its upper side a central vertical hollow stem
or othersuitable device for holding the candle
or the like, and this stem portion may have

| two dla,metrlcall y-arranged lateral pius, g g, to

secure the said holderin the foot-block B. The 65
| said foot-block 1s provided with a central ver-
tical aperture for the reception of the stem
and two diametrically-arranged offset slots for
the reception of the lateral pins. Therefore,
it will be seen that when a candle has been 70,
placed in the holder it may be secured in the
foot-block B by simply guiding the pinsin the
offset slots until clearing the upper horizontal
| edge of the said slots and giving it a slight
turn,so as to have the pins engage the said up- ys
| per sule, when the holder,with the candle,will
be secured in position in the lantern.

B indicates the operating-rods, which are
preferably formed of wire,and pass longitudi-
' nally through the body of the lantern. These 8o
wiresare secured at theirlower ends to the foot

or lower block, B, and pass through slots % in
the upper block A The wire rods K terminate
at their upper ends in short downwar dly-di-
rected branches k. These branches are given 8
a spring by forming a slight loop or bulge at
their bends, 8o that when the wires are pulled
up or out to open or spread the body of the
Jlantern the lower ends of the short branches -
| will spring out and engage the upper surface go.

of the block A, and hold the said body portion
‘1n globular or bulged form, the bamboo ribs
acting to drive apart or Sepamte the head from
the foot block. The upper ends or bends of

the operating-rodsare provided with a hook or 05
loop—such as G—for suspending the device.

1t may be found desirable in operation to

provide the upper side of the block A with a
\ vertical marginal flange—such as I—to prevent
the sprmg bra,nches k from Spr Inging beyond 1co
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