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‘ratus as arranged for use.
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ELIHU HOSFORD, OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

VAPOR-BATH.

SPBCIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent N of360,7‘73, dated April 5, 1£87.
_Ai}plicatiun filed March 1, 1884. Serial No. 122,675, (No model.)

To all whom, it mai/ COncern:
Be1t known that I, ELTHU HOSFORD, of Oak-
land, in the county of Alameda, and in the

State of California, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Vapor-Baths; and
1 do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my appa-
Fig. 2isalike view
of the interior of the same, the adjacent wall
being removed;and Fig. 3 is a side elevation,
partly in section, showing said apparatus in
use. o - |

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures. =~ '
- The design of my invention is to enable va-
por, medicated, and electric baths to be easily
and successfully administered; and to this end
1t consists, principally, in the construction of
the housing or casing of my device, substan-
purpose hereinafter speci-

fied. L |
It consists, further, in the construction and
arrangement of parts in the interior of said cas-

ing, substantially as and for the purpose here-

inafter shown.

for applying electric currents to different parts
of the body, substantially as and for the pur-
pose hereinafter set forth.

-1t consists, finally, in the apparatus as a

whole, its several parts being constructed and
combined to operate in the manner and for the
purpose substantially as and for the purpose

hereinafter shown and described.

In the annexed drawings, A represents the
bottom, B the front, C the back, D and E the
sides, and F the top, of the casing of my ap- |
paratus,which casing hassubstantially asquare

form inhorizontal section, and may be rectan-
gular in side and front elevations; or, prefer-
bly, 1ts front side may have an upward and
rearward inclination from a point above its
vertical center toits upper end, as shown.
The central portion, f, of the top Fis hinged
at its front edge, and within its rear edge and
within the contiguous edge of the adjacent sta-

tionary portion of said top is provided an open-

~making a part of this specification, in whiech— .

able it to contain the neck of an ordinary per-
son, who takes position within the casing
while said part f is raised, and then closes the
latter downward to place. A portion, e, of the
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side E is also hinged atitsfront edge, and may

-be opened outward, so as to enable a person to

readily pass into or from said casing. |
The interior of the casing islined with sheet
metal,in order to preventthe radiation of heat,
and to protect theexterior, which is constructed
from wood, from the effects of dampness; and

“within 1ts bottom A is provided a waste-pipe,
@, through which condensed moisture may es-

cape. - -

Extending from the front B to a point upon

a line with the rear edge of the door ¢ is a

raised platform, G, which rests upon the bot-

tom A, and enables a person to enter or leave
the casing without rendering necessary the

placing of ‘his feet upon the metallic bottom

lining or within such water as may have col-
lected at such point.. In rearof said platform
1s a metal housing, H, which is adapted to re-

celve within its interior a lamp, I, and within

its top 1s provided with an opening, A, that
receives and contains a water-vat, K, the ar-
rangement being such thatthe liquid contents

o 1 of said vat will be heated and vaporized by
It consists, further, in the means employed '

the flame of said lamp.

At a convenient point above the vat K an
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arm, L, projects horizontally forward from the

back C and receives the screw-spindle m of
the vertically-adjustable seat M, upon which

seat 1s supported the weight of the person be-

ing treated, while at or near the front of the
casing, upon the platform G, is a foot-rest, N,

1 that has in end elevation substantially the

form of a triangle with rounded corners, and
1s made from metal and adapted to be filled
with and to contain a liquid. The platform
G, whieh is preferably of wood, serves to in-
sulate the foot-rest from the metalli¢ lining on
the bottom of the casing. A metallic cross-
bar, O, of copper, and extending between the
sides D and E, near the upper forward corner

of said casing, furnishes a convenient rest for .
the hands and enables the occupant to control

his position within said casing.
A number of openings, ¢, controlled by
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slides ¢*, within the side E, enable the operator

ing, f/, which has sufficient dimensions to en- |.to readily ascertain the condition of affairs
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the casing. Thecopper hand-barisatits ends
insulated, also, from such lining, so that the
current brought to it by a conductor will not
pass off through the lining.

The sponge-electrcde on the neck-opening 1s
the only one of the electrodes which I allow
5 to bein contact with the casing-lining. This,
as shown, touches thelining of the casing-top
at the edge of the neck-opening and connects
the neck of the occupant of the bath directly
with the metallic lining of the whole casing.
All the connections Q Q, for connecting the
conductors ¢ g from battery P with the hand
bar, foot-rest, sponge-seat, and neck-sponge,
are of course insulated from the casing-lining,
or the currentflowing from the battery through
a conductor would be conducted directly

through the metallic lining to the other con- |

ductor, instead of passing from one electrode
to the other through the body of the bath oc-
cupant. |

Itismy intention alwaysto connect the neck-
clectrode with the positive pole of the battery,
when such electrode is in the battery-circuit
at all, in order that the current flowing from

the positive pole mayalways start at the neck |

of the patient and flow downward therefrom

| the sponge-electrode arranged on the rearside

of the opening, an electrode adapted to be ap-
plied to the person within the bath-casing, a
source of supply of electricity, and suitable
connections for connecting the sponge and the
electrode within the casing with such source,
substantially as and for the purpose shown.

2. In abath, in combination with the casing
having in its top an opening for receiving the
neck of the occupant of the bath, the conduct-
ing-sponge attached to the rear side of the
opening, the adjustable seat within the casing
below the neck-opening, the conducting-
sponge on the seat, a source of supply of elec-
tricity, and conductors adapted to connect the
seat-sponges with such source, substantially as

and for the purpose described.

3. In a bath, the rigid stationary hand-bar
within the casing acting asa steadying-support
for occupant of the bath and forming a con-

| ducting-electrode,in combination witha souree

of supply of electricity and a suitable con-
ductor to connect the bar with such source,
substantially as and for the purpose shown and

described.
4. In a bath, the rigid metal hand-bar ex-
tending across within the casing in front of the

through the body of the patient to the nega- i occupant of the bath, an electrode adapted to
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be applied to t’he" person of the occupant of the | 9. In combination with the casiﬁg provided

bath, a source of supply of electricity, and suit-
able conductors for connecting the hand-bar
and the electrode with such source of supply,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

5. In combination with a vapor-bath casing,
the metallic lining, a body of metal electro-

negative with reference to the metal lining,

situated so as to be grasped by the hands of
the bath occupant,and a contact device adapted

to put the body of the occupant of the bath in

good electric connection with the lining, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

6. In combination with the bath-casing, the
lining of electro-positive material, the hand-
bar of electro-negative material, and a suit-
able electrode connected with the lining,

‘adapted to be in contact with the neck of the

~ bath oceupant, substantially as and for the
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purpose specified. -'
7. In combination with the bath-casing, the
zine lining, the copper hand-bar, and an elec-

trode connected with the lining, substantially |

as-and for the purpose shown. -

8. In combination with the casing provided
with the neck-opening, the sponge on the rear
side of such opening, the zine lining electric-
ally connected with the sponge, and the cop-
per hand-bar and foot-rest, substantially as

30 and for.the purpose set forth.

J

with the neck-opening and the neck-electrode
on the rear side of the opening, the zinelining
electrically connected with such mneck-elec-
trode, the copper hand-electrode within the
casing, a source of supply of electricity, and

- means for.connecting its poles with the two

electrodes, as desired, substantially as and for
the purpose described.

r

LT .
o ,

33

10. In combination with the casing provided 4o

with the neck-opening and the neck-eleetrode

on the rear side of such opening, the copper

hand-bar forming the hand-electrode, the zinc
lning electrically connected with neck-elec-
trode, the seat-electrode, the foot-electrode, a
sonrce of supply of electricity, and suitable
conductors and connections whereby the source
of electricity can be connected at will with the
various electrodes, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1

have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of
January, 1884. o

ELIHU HOSFORD.

Witnesses: |
WM. G. WHITE,
- GEOo. F. BROWN.
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