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To all whom it may concerw:
Be it known that we, AARON HERZBERG

and AUGUST W. ALMQVIST, citizens of the |

United States, and residents of New York, in
¢ the county and State of New York, and Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
- provementin Conductors’ Fare-Boxes,of which
the following is a specification. -
10 The object of the inventionis to providean
improved box for collecting fares In street-
railroad ears, or on piers, steamboats, &e., and
of such construction that the conduetor has
no access to the money, the passenger himselt
1z depositing the money in the box, and yet .of
such construction as to enable the conductor,
without gaining access to the money previ-
ously deposited, to return to the passenger a
foreign or counterfeit coin which, wilfully or
»o inadvertently, may have been dropped by him
in the opening of the box.

The invention will be hereinafter fully de-

seribed, and specifically pointed out in the
claims, reference being had to theaccompany-
2c ing drawings, in-which—

Figure 1 is a top view of a fare-box con-
structed according to the present invention
and partly broken out. Fig. 2isa longitudi-
nal vertical section of the same, taken on the

30 line # z of Fig. 1, the lower part of the box
being broken away. Fig.31s a cross-section
taken on the line y y of Iig. 2, and seen in the
direction of arrows 2. TFig. 4 is a detall view
of the bell-hammer lever. TFig. b is a plan

25 yiew similar to Ifg. 1, with the difference that
the top plate, covering the mechanism, 18 cub
away, the bell, however, (fully shown in Figs.
2 and 3,) being left out.

The box has three compartments, A B C,

40 which we will call, respectively, the ‘‘drop-

cover,’’ the ‘‘coin-receptacle,”’ and the ‘‘elec-

trie-battery box.”’
A is the transparent cover, which may be
made of glass, mounted in a metallic fitting,
45 adapting it to be provided with a lug, «, by
which it is hinged to the top pilate, b, of the
coin-receptacle B. The metallic fitting of the
cover A has oppositely to the hinge a cap, a
 projecting outside of the glass, to inclose the
50 bulb of an incandescent electric light, and

from the said ecap project downward one or |

"breaker.

i more hooks, «’, to lock the eover when closed,

as will be hereinafrer described. Thehinged
lug a is provided with a flange, ¢, the lower
edge of which is flush with the lower surface 35
of the lug, and serves as a stop to lock the
casing of the pull when the cover A 18 thrown
open, as will presently appear. Lhe cover A
is provided with a slot, a’, through its upper

surface, throngh which, in paying a fare, the 60

coin is dropped, and the lower end of thecover
has a circular opening, which, when the cover
is closed, corresponds and surrounds a similar
circular opening, %', of the top plate, b. |

The compartment C contains one or more og
electric batteries, ¢, which by wires are con-
nected to an incandescent in an air-evacuated
glass bulb, ¢, which latter 1s secured to the
top plate, b, in position to be inclosed between
the metallic cap ¢ and the nearest surface of 7o
the glass cover A when the latter 1s closed,
as shown in Fig. 2. A little knob, ¢, fitted to
slide through the cover of the battery-box C,
is pressed upward by a flat spring, ¢’, the said
knob and spring together acting as a circuit- 5
The circuit between wires ¢* ¢ 18
closed by depressing the knob ¢, s0 asto caunse
the current to pass through the incandescent
in the bulb ¢, and thereby throw the electric
light upon the coin deposited upon a drop- 8o
plate, D, underneath the opening ', s0 as to
enable the conductor, in the absence of day-
licht, to examine the coin before causing 1t to
fall into the receptacle B. | |

The drop-plate D is hinged at d to, the un- 83
der side of the plate b, and has upon 1its

hinged lug a downwardly-projecting toe, @,

the acting surface of which is about ataright

| angle to the surface of the drop-plate, and

acts as astop in contact with the pull-casing go

T, as will presently appear, to lock the drop-

plate in its horizontal position when the cover
A 1s open. _

~ Fisthe pull sliding in the casing I, and Slil‘-l

rounded by a spiral spring, f, interposed be- 9 5

tween the casing and a shoulder upon the pull,
as shown in Fig. 2, and normally tending to
move the pull inward against a downward
projection, @, upon the drop-plate D, and

thereby also to normally keep the drop-plate 1co

closed, as in Fig. 2. |
Upon the outer end of the pull F, whieh
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1t and not ringing the bell. If a passenger
~drops a counterteit or foreign coin through
40 theopeninga',the conductor can open the cover
- A, and picking the coin off the plate D, return
it to the passenger. Inorder toenable him to
do this the casing I is pivoted by trunnions e
between the top plate, b, and a bracket, ¢, se-
cured thereto, so that it may be oscillated upon
1ts pivot, a slot, ¢, through the end wall of the
receptacle B, allowing and limiting such move-
ment. The inner end of the casing E of pull B
1s contiguous to the toe ¢/, and its surface is
curved to a radius from the center of the pivot
¢, and 1n order that the plate Dshall not be pre-
vented from dropping by contact between the
sald toe d’ and the casing I when the latter is
1n the position shown in the drawings, the por-
tion of the casing then contiguous to the said
toe 1s cub away at ¢, Figs. 3 and 2, to give the
sald drop-plate and toe room toswing into the
position shown in broken lines in Fig. 2; bub
when the pull and casing are turned in the di-

casing Ii is oscillated into the line ¢ » the
notches n of the bar I come opposite to the
hooks @’ at the same time as the flange @* of
the cover-hinge gets past the cdge ! of the pull-
casing B, thus unlocking the cover A and al-
lowing the spring K to swing it open.

N (see Fig. 3) is a vertical rod fitted to sljde
through the top plate, b, and through a lug or
bracket, ¢, within the receptacle B, and pro-
vided at its upper end with a knob, S, by which
1t may be depressed. - Upon the said rod N is
secured a plate, P, which is in contact with
the side surface of the inner end of the casing
I when in its normal position, thus prevent-
ing the oscillation of the pull, and consequently
the opening of the cover A. When it is de-
sired, therefore, to open the cover, the knob
> must first be depressed until the plate P
comes below the casing E, allowing the latter
to be swiing toward the offset p in the plate P,
which offset may serve as the stop to limit the
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rection of arrow 3, so that its center-line coin-
cides with the line ¢ b, the solid or integral in-
ner end surface ¢’ of the casing E comes in con-
tact with the contiguous surface of the toe &,
and thus locks the drop-plate D in the POSI-
, tion of closing the opening . When in that
position, the flange or stop «* of the cover-

hinge «, which otherwise rests upon the up- |

oscillation of the casing if preferred to hav-
Ing it limited: by the end of the slot ¢ in the
end wall of the receptacle I3, as before stated.
The plate P slides upon a guide, u, in the
box, 80 as to provide against any possible lat-
eral movement, and a spring, Q, is interposed
upoun the said rod N, between the plate P and
the bracket or Iug ¢, so as to automatically
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so said cover A having
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raise the said stop-plate in the position shown |

in Fig. 3 when the spring has returned to 1ts
normal position. _ -
Should the company desire to prevent the
conductor from opening the cover A, all that
is necessary is simply to prevent the depres-
<ion of the rod N by the knob S. TFor this
purpose a button, R, 18 pivoted to the bracket
or lug ¢ in such a manner that it can beswung
into the position in which it is shown in Fig.
3, underneath the end of the rod N, and lett
resting with its free end upon a little bearing
or projection, r, within the box, thus keeping
the pull in its central position and completely
preventing the opening
sired. |
Access to the interior of the receptacle I3

for removing the fares therefrom and for set-
ting the said knob R 18 obtained through the
door of the box, to which the company has

the key, and which door may be arranged on
the side of the box below the machinery—for

instance, as indicated by the lock and key let- |

tered T ¢ in Fig. 1. ..

The invention having thus been deseribed,
the following is claimed as new and desired {o
be secured by Letters Patent:

1. The combination of the drop-cover A,
receptacle B, drop- plate D, and the oscillative
slide-pull F E, the parts being severally con-
structed and arranged substantially as de-
seribed, whereby the oscillation of the said
pull from its normal position locks the said
drop-plate and unlocks the said eover, and the
opening of the said cover 1n its turn locking
the said pull in the deflected position, for the
purpose of always keeping the drop D locked
when the cover A is open, substantially as
specified. - - | |

2 The combination of the drop-cover A,
receptacle B, drop-plate D, pull F, and piv-
oted pull-casing I, the said drop-plate being
provided with a downward projection, d*, and

Jock-toe &, the said pull pressing by the force
of a spring, f,

the said projection &, to keep
the drop-plate normally closed, the said casing
E having a portion cut away ab ¢, opposite the
said toe d’, and having also a solid portion,
I, cub away, so as to leave an edge at [, and the

of the cover, as de- |

at its hinge a lock flange i

or stop, @', to engage the sald edge -1 when
open, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. -
3. The combination of the drop-cover A,
provided with one or more hooks, «’, project-

ing downward through the plate b, to which

the cover is hinged, with the slide-bar I, pro-

vided with one or more notches, », correspond-

ing to the said hooks, the pivoted casing L,
and means, substantially as deseribed, connect-
ing the said slide-bar 1 and casing I, for the
purpose of unlocking the cover by the oscil-
lation of the said casing in one direction and
locking it by oscillation 1 the opposite direc-
tion, substantially as specified.

1. The combination, with the oscillating
pull-casing E, and with the drop-cover A, and
means for unlocking the cover counected to
the casing, of the depressible stop P, normally
kept in position for preventing the oscillation
of the said casing, substantially as specified.

5. The combination, with the oscillating
pull-casing E, and with the drop-cover A, and
means for unlocking the cover connected to
the casing, of the depressible stop P, normally
kept in position for preventing the oscillation
of the said casing, and means, as R, for pre-
venting, when desired, the depression of the
said stop, and thus also the oscillation of the
said casing and opening of the said cover, sub-
stantially as specified. - |

6. The combination of the drop-plate D,
having a downward projection, d*, the pulil I,
normally pressed against the sald projection
%, and provided with a pin or projection, f7
{he hammer-lever ¢, provided with the hinged
part ¢’ and spring ¢°, the spring &, and the bell
H, for sounding the said bell whenever 2 fare
is dropped into- the receptacle, all substan-
tially as hereinbeiore set forth. |

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

our invention we have signed our names, In
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presence of two witnesses, this 23d day of

April, 1886. B
AARON HERZBERG.
AUGUST W. ALMQVIST.
Witnesses: '

. M. CROSSMAN,
HELMER WESTEN.
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