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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, THEODOR RUEDIGER, of
Chaska, in the county of Carver and State of
Minnesota, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Flexible Wire Gates, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in flexible
wire gates, and, among other objects, seeks to
provide a flexible gate which will have its
front or movable bar connected by a diagonal
strut-brace in such manner as to strengthen
the gate, brace the wire strands thereof, and
at the same time permit the free movement ot
the gate and prevent any entanglement of the
wire strands thereof. . | |

The invention consists in certain features of
construction and novel combination of parts,
a8 will be deseribed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of o gate constructed according tomy in-

vention,the gate beingshown closed infrlllines

and open in dotted lines. Fig. 21s a detall per-
spective view of the shaft, having a erank and
the supports for such shaft. Iig. 3 showsthe
hoolk-plate; and Fig. 4 is a side view, partly
in section, showing the crank-shaft and bhook-
plate and illastrating the operation of sueh

- parts.
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Referring to the drawings, I will, for con-

venience of referenece, refer to the post A asthe
“‘hinge-post,”” the post B as the ‘“‘latch-post,’’

‘and the bar Cas the ‘“‘front bar’’ or ‘‘gate-bar.”’

Theposts A B are properly sunkin the ground,

and may be any two adjacent posts of a wire

fence. . The wire strands D are connected at
one end to the front bar and have thelr oppo-
site ends secured to the post A. This connec-
tion of the wires with post A may be effected
in any one of the manners shown or in any
other suitable manner. The front bar has a
leg or support, I, hinged to 1t near 1ts upper
end, and such leg may be turned outwhen the
cate is opened, as indicated in dotted lines,
Fig. 1, and serves to retain the front bar in an
upward position.

A diagonal strub-brace, I, which may be of
wood or iron, extends between the hinge-post
A and the gate-bar C. This brace is, in the

~ construction shown, a rigid rod, and is con-
nected to the gate-bar by a swivel-connection
and to the hinge-post by a flexible connection, | sition.
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i broad principles of my invention.

, |
£, that shown being a chain. Inmodifyingthe
invention the flexible connection might be be-
tween the brace and the gate-bar, instead of
between said brace and the post, as shown.
Now, it will be seen that by the flexible con-
nection f the brace-rod may yield backward
in fastening and unfastening the gate. This
brace serves to strengthen the gate and pre-
vents any entanglement of the wire strands
thereof, as will be understood from the draw-
ings. - |
While it is preferred to arrange the brace
F diagonally, as shown, it is manifest such
brace might be arranged at the top of the
oate and parallel to the wire strands thereof
without involving any departure from the
To the
oate-bar are fixed short Ings or bars G, which
project forward therefrom and lap alongside
the lateh-post when the gate is closed.

A plate, H, is secured to and projects for-
ward from the gate-bar, and has a hook, #, at
its forward end. Immediately in rear of this
hook the plate H is formed, with a portion, 1,
which depends and serves a purpose fully de-
seribed hereinafter, and the under side of the
plate, in rear of the depending portion 1, 13
arched upward at 2, as most clearly shown in
Fig. 4. . -

The shaft T hias a erank, 4, formed with a
wrist, 8, and such shaft is journaled in bear-
ings in lugs J, projected from a supporting-
plate, the latter being fixed to the latch-post.
A crank, as shown, having an opening to fit
shaft I, and provided in said opening with a
plug or stud, I’, to fit a groove, ¢, in the shaft,

‘may be provided, by which to turn the said

shaft. | _ o

If the gate be open, and it is desired to close
the same, the shaft may be turned to the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines, Tfig. 4, and the
hook 7 be caught thereon, as shown in such
fioure. Now, if the shaft be turned in the di-
rection indicated by the arrow, Fig. 4, the
crank will ecarry the hook around to the posi-
tion shown in fulllines in said ¥ig. 4, and the
oate will be fastened. The shatt, as 1s shown,
is extended across the center of the erank at 4,
and serves as a stop for engagement by the
hook-plate when the parts are in fastened po-
By rotating the shaft in the direction
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the reverse of that indicated by the arrow in | or movable gate -bar, combined with the shaft
having a crank, <, prowded with wrist 3, the .

Fig. 4, the gate, when fastened, may be re-

-~ leased,

When the gate is fastened the dependmm
portion 1 of the plate H- fits down between

the arms of the erank and holds the hook from

~ being forced laterally off the crank.
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Having thus described Iny invention, w hat 1]
claim as new 18— |

1. The combination, in a wire gate, of the:
latch-post, the front or movable gate-bar, a
i 'ShaftJOHJ paled to the latch-post and havmn a
- crank, 4, formed with a wrist, 3, and a plate_a
'a,ttached to the gate-bar and ha,vmn a hook
arranged to be engawed by thesaid wr Ist 3,sub-
_Stantmlly as.set forth. -

2. In a wire gate, the latch-post and flont

P

' said shaft belng extended at 4 across the center
of the crank, and the. plate having a hookiar-
ranged to be engaged by the said wrist 3, sub-

stantmlly as set forth.
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3. The combination, in a wire gate, of the -

latch-post, the support secured thereto and

gate-bar and havmcr a-hook fitted to be en-

'ﬂ*aged by the cra,nk substantially as set forth..

THEODOR RUEDIGER

Witnesses:
 HELMUTH OESTERREICH,
(. KRAYEN

BUHL.

25
provided with lugs having bearings fcr the
shatt, the shaft having a -erank,. the front or.

movable gate-bar, and a plate attached to the
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