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To all whony it may conceriv:
Be it known that I, GILBERT 1. BREWER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Ho-

boken, in the county of Hudson and State of

New Jersey, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Aerating Apparatus for
Beer-Kegs, of which the following is a speet-
fication. - |

My invention consists of animprovementin
the construction of the plug-tap through whiech

air is supplied to beer-casks for taking the

place of the beer withdrawn, as hereinafter
fully described, reference being made to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a counter
and the accompanying beer-keg and aerating
apparatus about as generally used for serving

out beer by the glass with my improved plag- |

tap. Fig. 2 is partly a side view and partly
a section of the lmproved plug as 1 arrange 1t
An air-pump, «, is commonly connected

with the beer-keg b by a flexible hose, ¢, and !
a plag, d, when the keg is placed on tap to
' the natural density—that is to say, a partial

pump air in from time to time as the beer Is
drawn ouf, so as to maintain more or less
pressure, which keeps the beer 1n better con-

dition, particularly when business is slack

and a single keg lasts over night or longer.
The pump also serves to prevent & vacuum at
times when the drawing is brisk and the flow

of the beer through the tap e would be ob- |

structed; butin such cases the working of the

pump is apt to be neglected, the attendants |

being too busy to work it as much as iS neces-

sary to keep up the supply of air. Kor sueh

contingencies I construct the plug d, which 1s
employed to eonnect the flexible hose to the
keg, with a valve, f, in thesideopposite to the
nozzle ¢, connecting the hose to open automab-
ically in the mostready manner wheneverany
lack of air may occur in the keg, and thus
enable the drawing to be eontinued without

hinderance, no matter how rapidly it may be

prosecuted. |
My improvement in the plug of the acrating
apparatus therefore consists of the same made

withthe valve attachment f, in addition to the

nozzle for the hose, the taper section %, for In-
serting in the hole of the bung, and the head
i, for driving the plug in tight.

" It is to be understood that my improved
plag is designed for the apparatus in which
the pump is attached in a fixed position, asto
a bar, counter, or the front wall of a refriger-
ator, and connects with the plug by a flexible
hose, enabling the plug to be readily removed
from the empty kegs and applied to the filled
ones, as they are frequently changed, and that
the nozzle for the connection of the hose and
the head for the driving of the plug are essen-

| tial features of the device, as well as the auto-
- matic valve. |
- my improved plug is part of a special appara-

Tt is also to be observed that

tus, the essential funetion of which i1sto aerate
the beer by forcing air in the keg and main-
taining pressure of greater than atmospheric
density therein to keep the beer lively and
fresh over night. Furthermore, the apparas-
tus is such as is liable, without the vaive, to
expose the beer to an atmosphere of less than

vacuum—if the attendant neglects his duty,

“all of which are features which distinguish my

invention from s beer-pump used merely for
forcing beer out through a discharge-pipe that
is always open, and therefore has no need of

an antomatic valve to close in one condition

and open in another.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

The combination of the aerating - pump,
flexible hose, and the plug-tap, said tap having
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the driving-head, hose-pipe conncction, and |

the valve automatically opening inward to

admit the air in lack of the supply from the

pump, substantially as deseribed.
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses.

GILBERT T. BREWER.

YWithesses:
S, H. MORGAN,.
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