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To all whom it May concerw:

Be it known that I, BARTHEL ERBE a cifi-

~zen of the United States, residing in the city

of Pittsburg, Allegheny county, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in the Construction of Wire-
Stretehers for Stretching Fence- Wire; and 1do

- herebydeclare that theiollom ng is afull,clear,
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and exact description of the invention, which.

will enable others skilled in the art to whlch |

1b relates to make and use the same,
The object of my invention is to produce a

‘simple, cheap, and efficient 1mplemenb for

stretehing wires in building wire fences.

- My invention ¢onsists in the combination of
two parallel ratchet-bars joined at their ends,
s0 as to form a rigid frameor link, witha hook
at the end opposite the base of the ratchets
and a movable lever witha beveled edge, which
works into the ratchets step by step, the teeth
on either bar serving alternately as a fulcrum
for the lever, which carries an iron or steel
rod, to the eud of which is attached A smt‘lble
nllppe.i for holding the wire.

The constmctmn and operation of my in--

vention will be more fully understood irom

the following more exact description, refer-

ence being had to theaccompanying drawings,

whieh form part of this specification, and to
the letters of reference marked on said draw- |
“ings, like letters referring to the same parts in

all the figures of the drawi ings.

Figure 1 1s a side view of the entire imple-
menb except the wire-gripper.
view of the entire Implement, ineluding the
wire-gripper.  Fig. 3 is a detall showing a
side view of part of a ratchet-bar and a sectlon
of the lever B, with its béveled edge D seated
in a ratchet-tooth. Fig. 4 1s a bransverse sec-
tion of the guppel, aud Fig. 5 is a plan of
the same.

A A are the two ratchet- bars, bent and rw
eted together at the ends, as shown in Fig. 2,
to f01n1 the frame. r

B is the movable lever, havmﬁ' an eye, C,

preferably placed in admnce of the beveled

edge D, Whlch catches into the ratchet- teeth

- Fig. 2 1satop -

Al

' the line in which the wire is to be

Fisa cllp or brace conneetmg the two barg
near theirmiddle part to secure 11g1d1tv, and
has no other function.

¢ is a steel or iron vod connected at one end
by a short link with eye C, and haviog at the

‘other end any suitable wire-gripping devwe

d is a guide-loop at the end of the ratchet-

frame, to bold the rod g in proper relation

thereto.
H. is a hook at the rear end of the fr.a.me for

{ ‘connecting it by a chain to a post or other St{l‘_‘
fionary ObJ ecth when in use.

Thus constructed, my stretcher is operated
as follows: 6011neﬂt1n0 the frame by a chain
or rope, as stated, to any stationary object on
stretched,
and placing the leverin position nearthefr 01113

end of the frame, the wire to be stretched is &

drawn as ‘‘taut’’ as may be by hand and fast-
ened in the gripper by the key 2, as shown in
Fig. 5, or held in any other suitable gripping
device. The operator then takes hold of the
handle of the lever B and alternately worksit
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back and forth, so that step by step it shall

traverse the ratehets in a backward direction,

‘andindoingsothelever carries withittherodg
and the attached gripperand stretches the wire

w 1n the proper 111.:—11111@1 and will holdthe wire

taut ab 1ts extreine tensmn until it 1s properiy

secured to the line of posts. The grip being

then released, the machine may be moved toa

new position.
Having thus fully (]bSClIbE‘.d my 1nvention
and its operation, what I claim, m]d desire to

| secure by Lettel% Patent, 18—

The combination of the ratchet frame A A,
consisting of two parallel ratchet-bars having
teeth pomtmo in the same direction, the bevel-
edged lever B, catching directly in the ratchet-
teeth the rod g g, connected to the lever B Dbe-
tween the ratchet-bars, and a wire-gripper, op-
{ erating as and for the purpose specified.

BARTHEL ERBE.

“Witnesses:
A. PATTERSON,
EDpw. T. KVANS.
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