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o all whom it Moy CONCETFL:

~ Be it known that I, MorTON TOULMIN, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, have invented

certain new and useful Improvementsin Drug-

oist- Alarms, of which the following is aspeci-
fication, reference being had therein to the ac-

companying drawings.

10

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in poison-alarms for use
in drug-stores; and the object in view is to

 prevent mistakes in compounding medicines

_15

by inadvertently taking poisonous drugs and
using them in preparing preseriptions, as also
to warn the druggist and to notify the cus-

tomer when the druggist is handling poison-

- ous drugs, even though it be intentional.
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40

The invention consists, essentially, of a de-
vice which rests upon ashelf, desk, or counter,
and receives a bottle of package containing
poison, and which, when the package or bot-
tle is removed, automatically presents to the
view of the druggist and purchaser a word 1n-
dicating poison, and at the same time closes an

electric circuit and rings an electric bell lo-.

cated in some convenient place in the store.
It further consists of a stand or box-likesup-
port having an electrical conductor adapted
to be connected with a pole of a battery, and
also having a hinged flap bearing a word 1n-

dicating poison and held down by the bottle

or package, and having a spring or weight,
which, when the incumbent is removed, turns
the flap with its inscription to the view of the
purchaser and the druggist, and brings 1t 1n
contact with said conductor, whereby an alarms-
circuit is also closed. _ . .

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and on which similar
letters of reference indicate the same or cor-
responding features, I'igure 1 represents a por-
tion of shelving with my deviece placed thereon

and a bottle of poison incnmbent upon it, and

also a bottle upon the shelf in the usual man-

< ner; Fig. 2, a plan view of the device with the

incumbent removed and the flap in a vertical
position; Fig. 8, a sectional view of Fig. 2;
Figs. 4 and 5, respectively, sectional and In:
verted plan views of a modified form of con-

5 structing the alarm; Figs. 6 and 7,like views
of another form; and Tig. 8, a {front view of |

‘the metallic stand B, which is in electrical

| two alarms, showihg also a b_attery and a bell

and one way of making the circuits.

The letter A designates a fragment of shelv-
ing, upon one shelf of which 1sshown mounted 55
one of my alarms, which consists of a-box-like
stand, B, preferably made of sheet metal, as by
being struck up,and in which 1s secured a
block of insulating material, as wood, to which .
material is secured a conductor, D, having a 60
contact-point, B, which extends up through
the top of the stand. This conductor is elec-
trically connected toabinding-post, I, through
a wire or other medium, G. The front end of
the stand preferably fits against the edge of 65
the shelf, and in any event serves as a surface
upon which to place an insecription, as the
word ‘“Poison,”” or the name of the drug con-
tained in the package orbottle whichthat par-
ticular stand supports. | 70

The letter H designates a hinged flap or
wing engaged by aspring from the rear side, 80
as to tend automatically to assume an elevated
position, yet capable of being pressed down -
flat, as seen in Fig. 1. The weight of the In-
cumbent bottle or package holds the flap nor-
mally down and out of view; but on remov-
ing the bottle or package the flap quickly
presents itself to view, and presents the word
‘ Poison?’ or other suitable.inseription to the
view of the druggist and the purchaser. This
action also closesan electric-alarm circuilt, pres-
ently to be deseribed, by meansotf a lip or pro-
jection, I, extending from the flap, coming n
contact with the contact-point L. |

It will be understood that the flap is elec-
trically connected with one pole of a battery,
and this is donein the presentinstance through
the binding-post J, which is in contact with

80

QO
connection with the flap which is pivoted to it.

Tt should be noted that the insulating mate-
rial C insulates the conductor D from the stand
B, and the interposed washer K, of non-con- |
ducting material, insulates the post I from the 95
stand. __ o

It will be-observed that the wires L and M,
which connect with the posts J and ¥, re-
spectively, and the one with one post of the

‘pell-maguet and the other with one pole of 100

the battery, form, in connection with the short
wire N, connecting the other pole of the bat-
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- 1o essential part of the invention, as it is ob-
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> 18 down.

- Structed to be held out of view by a bottle or

o

tery to the other post of the -bell-magnet, the |
circuit. These wires run from the alarm on
the shelf to any snitable portion of the store
where the battery may be located, the bell be-
ing interposed in the circuit at a point to in-
sure 1ts audibility to the purchaser as well as
the druggist. '

As illustrated in Fig. 8, it will be seen that
the same bell and battery will answer the pur-
pose of a number of the alarms. The particu-
lar arrangement of the wires, however, forms '

vious to any one skilled in this branch of sci-
ence that the arrangement can be indefinitel y
varied.

- So far my description of the construection
has referred principally to the views on Sheet
1 of the drawings. On Sheet 2 I have illus-
trated two modifications in construction.

In Fig. 4 the block of wood or non-conduct-
1ng material Cis provided with a contact spring
or point, O, and the flap with a similar con-
tact, P, as also with a welght, Q, which serves
to elevate the flap H and to bring the contacts
together when the ineumbent is removed. The
binding-post F is shown in Fig. 5 in electrical
connection with the contact O, while the bind-
ing-post J is in contact with the stand B, and
through it with the flap H and its contact Q.

In Figs. 6 and 7 the block of insulating ma-
terial Cisalso provided with a contact-spring,
R, connected electrically with the binding-
post F, and in substantially the same manner
as the contact O with that post I in Figs, 4
and 5. The flap in Figs. 6 and 7 is also pro-
vided with a projection, as at S, and the stand f
B with a contact spring or strip, T, the latter
being normally held away from the contact R
by the projection on the flap when the flap
The flap is also in this instance pro-
vided with a weight, Q.

It is obvious that the stand B may be sim-
ply a block of wood, or the shelf itself may
receive the binding-posts and the pivoted flap
and the contact-point for the flap, or, in other
words, that whenever the stand is not made
of metal the binding-posts are electrically |
connected with the contact-points. N

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a poison-alarm, the combination,with
& poison - indicating flap having a normal
tendency to present itself to view and con-

package, of an electric circuit completed and
Interrupted by said flap, an electric sounding
device in said circuit, and an eleetric gener-
ator., R |

2. In a poison-alarm, the combination, with
a pivoted poison - indicating flap having a
normal tendency to rise to view and con-

gtructed to support a bottle or package and |

359,581

thereby be held out of view, of an electric

circuit completed and interrupted by said flap,

an electric bell in said circuit, and an electric
generator. ’

J. In a poison-alarm, the combination, with
a stand constructed to .est upon a shelf, a
poison-indicating flap pivoted thereto having
a normal tendency to rise to view and con-

structed to support a bottle or package, and

contact-points touched and separated by said
flap, of an electrie circuit Including said con-
tact-points, an electric bellin said circuit,and
an electric generator. .-

70

73

4. In a poison-alarm, the combination, with B

3 metallic stand constructed to rest upon a -

shelf, having an insulating-block and contact-

- point secured to said block, a poison-indicat-

3C

Ing flap pivoted to said stand, and having a

weight which causes it to normally tend to rise
to view, and constructed to support a bottle
or package, and having a contact-point which

engages with the other point when the flap is 83

elevated, of an electric cirenit the poles of
which are respectively connected with said
stand, and a contact-point carried by said
block, an electrie bell in said cireult, and an
electrical conductor. | |

9. In a poison-alarm, the combination, with
a metallic stand constructed to rest upon a
shelf and having a binding-post, an insulat-
ing-block within it, and a contact-point and a
binding-post secured to said block and in
electrical connection, of a poison-indieating
flap pivoted to said stand and having a nor-
mal tendency to rise to view, constructed to
close an electric cireunit when presented to
view, and in electrical connection with said
stand. |

6. In a poison-alarm, the combination, with
a stand constructed to rest upon a shelf, of a
poigson-indicating flap pivoted to said stand,
having a normal tendency to rise to view,and
constructed to support a package or botitle,
and contact-points which are brought together
when the flap is presented to view,whereby an
electric circuit may be closed.

7. In a poison-alarm, the combination,with
a metallie stand having asurface for a poison-
Indicating inscription, a contact-point secured
thereto, and an insulating-block carrying an-
other contact-point, and means to connect a
wire with each of said points, of a poison-in-
dicating flap having a weight which tends to
normally present the flap to view and con-
structed to support the bottle or packageand
thereby to separate said contacts.

In testimony whereof I affix n y signature in 1

presence of two witnesses.
MORTON TOULMIN.

Witn BSSéS .
J. K. DASHIELL,
Wi, H. JoNEs.
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