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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, IRA W. BOWMAN and
HARRY L. BOWMAN, beth residents of Elkton,
in the county of Oolumblena and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Imprm ementsin Hame-Fasteners; and we do
hereby declare that the follomng 1s a fall,
clear, and exact description of the 1nvent10n

| whleh will enable others skilled in the art te

which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-

- 1ngs, which form a part of this specification,

LS

-to which it is atteehed

and 1in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of our improved
hame-fastener, showing a portion of thehames

Rig. 21is a lengltudl—
nal section of the same; and Fig. 3 is a repre-

- sentation in perSpeetwe of the several parts
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of our fastener separated.
Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout all the figures.

Our invention has relation to hame fasten-
ers; and 1t consists in the improved construe-

tion and combination of parts counstituting the-
; same, as-will be hereinafter fully set forth.

The object of this invention is to so im-
prove upon metallic hame-fasteners—such as
are provided with a hooked lever, hook-plate,
and eye-plate—as to afford a housing for the
free end of the hooked lever, and to provide
means for keeping the eye-plate parallel to
the hook-plate when the hook is in the eyes
near the inner end of the eye-plate. We ac-
complish these objects asillustrated in theac-
companying drawings, in which—

A designates the hook-plate, formed at one
end with an inwardly-curved hook, by means
of which it is secured to the lower end of one
of the hames B. The other end of the plate
1s formed into an outwardiy-carved-hook, in

which is cut a slot for the reception of one |

end of the hooked lever C, which end being
laterally reduced and formed into a corre-
sponding hook is pivoted by the pintle D to
the outer end of the slotted hook. Thus the
hooked portion of said lever becowmes the

short arm of the lever, and the other portion |
the long arm by which 1t is operated.

In
being thus pivoted the 1nner edge of the

hooked portion restsslightly in advance of the

inner edge of the slotted hook of the hook-
plate, so that when the lever is coupled with

the eye-plate I said plate bears directly |

lever - plate.

rub the collar or pole-strap.

| against sald lever below its pivotal point,

thereby causing the outer end of the lever to
bear firmly against the opposite end of the
Upon this end of the lever-
plate is the pocket for the protection of the
free end of the lever. Said pocket is formed
by flanges H projecting from' the plate at
the sides of the end of the lever, and ex-
tending sufficiently beyond said end tc com-
pletely shield it from being caught on any-
thing against which the horse may rub.
The eye-plateisformed withahookat oneend,

by whichitisattached tothe hame,and between
this and the opposite end it is pr rovided with
a series of eyes for the insertion of the hooked
lever.
of eyes hames to which the fastener is applied
can be readily adjusted- to different-sized col-
lars. When the fastener 18 so adjusted that
the hook passes through the eve nearest the
attached end of the eye-plate, said plate tends
to draw at an angle to the hook-plate, thereby
causing its outer end to project laterally and
To overcome
this tendency, a stud, I, is formed upon the
hook-plate, which shall enter one of the outer-

-most eyes and keep the two plates parallel.
To hames which are already provided with

rings at their lower ends this fastener may be
immediately attached; but to those. hames
which have not sueh rings we first attach

clevises G to their lower ends, and then the

fasteners to the clevises.

Having thus fully described our mventlen
we cla,lm——

‘In a hame- fa,stene1 the cembmatlen, W1th
a lever-plate having a hook at one end upon
one side and two ﬂanges upon the opposite
side, and having a slotted hook at the other
end upon the same side as the flanges, and a
stud intermediate of said slotted hook and the
flanges and upon the same side of the plate,
of a lever hinged to said slotted hook, and an
eye-plate hwmg a series of holes and a hoolk
al one end,. ~

In testimony that We claim the f01e0'01ng as
our own we have hereunto affixed our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
IRA W. BOWMAN.
HARRY L. BOWMAN.

Witnesses:
- F. M. BENNER,
N A. RAMSEY.
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By providing said plate with a series
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