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(Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS . ANDERSON,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Weldon, in the county of Halifax and State
of North Carolina, have invented certain new
and nseful Improvements in Seal-Locks; and

I do hereby declare that the followmo* 1S a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
131011 whmh will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing dr&winﬂs, 1i’ﬁrhich form a part of this speci-

- ﬁcatwn :111(1 1n which-—
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I‘lgule 1 is a perspective view of my im--

proved lock as applied to a car-door and
sealed. Fig.2isalongitudinal section through
sald lock, dotted lines showmg the shackle
thrown ba.ck and Fig. 3isa perspective view
of said lock attached to a car-door and sealed
Wlth a tin-strip seal.

L1Lelettel sof reference indicate corr espond
ing parts 1n the figures.

My invention ha,s relation to locks for car-
doors; and it consists in the improved con-
str uctlon and combination of parts constitut-

ing the same, and of the combination there-
with of aseal, as will be hereinafter fully seb

forth.

The object of my invention is to provide a

simple, light, and durable lock in which the
shackle may be temporarily held in the lock-
case by a spring-cateh adapted to be released

" from engagement by the thumb, and in which
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loek: to the side of the car.

said shackle may be sealed in the lock-case by
means of any of the ordinary seals, whether of
cord or of wire, or of cord and wire combined,

or whether it be a tin-strip seal, or any other |

seal which can be passed thloun*h the lock-
case and shackle to secure the lattel in the
former.

Referring to the aceompanying drawings, A
represents the lock-case, B the shackle, and
C the spring-catch.

The lock-case consists of a U- slmped frame

provided with a cross-piece, D, at 1ts upper
end, and with a perforated lug E at one side
of its bottom portion, into the pertomtlon of
which isfastened the chain ¥, for attaching the
The &pelture of
the U-shaped frame provides for passing a
finger through it and thusassisting materially

in applying the lock to the car-staple. Atone |
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| of the upper corners of the lock-caseis hinged
-the shackle in the ordinary manner upon the
pintle G. Said shackle is of the same thick-

ness as the lock-case, but hasits free end later-
ally reduced to fitinto the mouth of said casing.
This mouth is continued in a recess, H, nea,r] %
to the bottom of the casing, breaking ot only
upon the outer edge of that side of the U-
shaped frame in which it is formed. In said
recess is pivoted the cateh C upon the pintle

{ I. The outer portion of the lower end of said

catch projects beyond the sides of the case, 80
that it can be pressed into the recess by the
thumb or fingers of the operators. The upper
end of the eatch is pointed and provided with
a hook for engagement with the notch J upon
the free end “of the shackle. Said hook is
thrown out as the end of the shackle is pushed
into the mouth, and then it springs into the
notch J in consequence of the spiral spring
K, which is seated in a socket, L, formed
111 the back of the lower end of the recess
H, and bears against the inner edge of the
lower end of the cateh, being held in place
there by a stud, M. Sald G‘LtCh is also pro-
vided with a shouldel N, which limits thein-
ward throw of the uppeL eud of thesame,there-
by causing it to be ever 1eady to receive and
hold the shackle in the casing.
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Through the casing on each Slde of the mouth -

are formed holes O,w 1th which registers a hole

formed through the free end of “the shackle.
These holes f01 m the passage for the seal wire
or strip when the seal is applied.

In Fig. 1 the holes are represented round
and the lock represented as sealed by passing
the wire or cord of an ordinary ‘‘lead’’ seal
throughsaid holes and then stamping the disk
of sald seal.

In Fig. 3 the holes are made obloncr to per-

‘mit the insertion of a tin- -strip seal which

serves the same purpose as the lead one.

No matter what sort of seal is applied to the
lock. if applied in the manner described, the
lock cannot be opened without destroynw said
seal. Therefore, in using this lock the freight-
agents are not obhged to car ry keys for the va-
rious locks used upon cars, but to carry merely
his seals and means for securmn them.
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- Having thus fully described my invention, -

I claim—
1. The combination of a lock-casing having



(e

10

IS

359,488

a recess in one side extending nearly to the | {frec end is formed to engage with said cateh,

bottom of the casing and having a socket in

the back of the lower end of said recess, a cateh |

pivoted in said recess, having a stud project-

as and for the purpose set forth.

4. In a lock, the combination, with the 20

shackle and case, of a catch pivoted in one side

Ing from its inner edge near its Jower end, a | of the case and formed with a pointed upper

colled spring, one end of which fits in said
socket ana the other engages with said stud,
and a shackle, asand forthe purpose set forth.

2. The combination of the U-shaped lock-
case provided with the cross-bar at its upper

end, the shackle hinged to one corner of said |
case, and a catch for holding said shackle in

the casing, as shown and described.

5. The combination of a lock-case provided
with a recessin oneside, the spring-catch piv-
oted 1n said recess, baving a shoulder project-

ing from itsinneredge, and the shackle whose
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end provided with ahook for engagement with
the shackle and a spring, the outer portion of

the lower end of said catch projecting beyond 25

the sides of said case, as shown and specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as -
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS I, ANDERSON.

Wilnesses:
0. I+, IIART,
B. T, SIMMONS.
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