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JAMES E. HUNT, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
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To all whom Ut may conceri

.. Be it known that I, JAMES K. HUNT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
In the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fenece-Posts, which are fully set forth
in the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part thereof, wherein—

Figure 1 1is a front elevation. FKig. 21s a
rear perspective. Fig. 3 is a vertical section
from frontto rear; Fig. 4, a horizontal section
through z », Fig. 1. Fig. b is arear elevation
of a modified form; Fig. 6, a horizontal section
through the same; Fig. 7, a vertical section of
another modified form; and Fig. 8, a horizon-
tal section through the same at y vy, ig. 7.

A isthe post, made of metal, comprising the
tubular base portion A’ and the upper por-
tion, A? which is preferably in the form of a
segment of a hollow cylinder, as 1f the eylin-
der A/, forming the base, were countinued fo
the top and then cut away at the rear above
the diaphragm A’ which constitutes a head
for the tubular base and affords convenient
place for applying force by blows of & sledge
in driving the postinto thesoil or onto a stub-
post, as herelnafter explained. |

The upper portion, A’ has the vertical rift
A®* and on the rear or inner surface there are
formed the flanges A%, to retaln the wooden
strip B, which extends along the rift on the
back or inner side of the post.

C C are the fence-wires, stretched past the
post in front and crossing the rift A™.

D DD D are staples driven astride the wires
C, through the rift A*, and into the wooden
strip B. |

‘When this post is made of sheet metal or
tubing,it may be made as shown in Kigs. b and
6, the two flanges A* being made of the entire
metal, which would otherwise complete the
cylindrical form of the upper part, A° the
same being folded Inward and meeting or
nearly meeting just behind the rift A*; also,
when made of cast-iron, there may be but one

flange, A, the same being protruded into the

rear of the rift, as seen in Figs. 7 and §, and
there made to serve the purpose of an anvil,

against which the strip B rests when the sta- |

| ples D are driven into it, and upon which said

staples may have their ends clinched down.
Instead of the rift A®, a separate hole, ¢, may
be provided for each staple, and in that case,
instead of the continuous strip B, separate 55
blocks b may be used for each staple. 'This

form, however, restricts the fence-wires to the

positions at which the holesa* are made.

The advantage of metallic posts is, chiefly,
that they are mot liable to destruction by 6c
prairie-fires, and an advantage of the dia-
phragm A?®is that it prevents the growth of
orass within the post, which would take fire
and tend to burn the wooden strip B, and a
like advantage in the flange A*, which shields 65
the wooden strip on the back or inner side
from the flame which might be driven against
it by the wind. |

These posts are designed to be set, if desired,
in places where wooden posts have already 7o

{ been burned down or otherwise destroyed, and

there is an especial advantage in the base be-
ing hollow and open at the lower end, 1n that
they are thus adapted tobedriven around the |
stubs of the old wooden posts still remaining 75
in the ground, and thereby gain the firmness

of position afforded by the solidity of the
wooden stub. To the same end, and for the
further purpose of saving metal, and thereby
not only cheapening the cost of manufacture, 8o
but also saving greatly in cost of transporta-
tion,they may bemade with a very much short-

ened base, as illustrated in Fig. b, and some-

what smaller than in case they are made to be
set around old stubs, and with the lower end 85
sharpened by beveling on the outside, as at
the sharpened edge a, Fig. 5, and thereby be
adapted to be driven onto and into the stubs,
either shaving off the outer surface, if thestub
post is but little larger than the tubular base go
A’, or being driven into the end of the stub if
the latter is much larger than the said base.
In this case the length of the tubular base A’
need be only a few inches, and need be driven:
down only far enough to cover so much of the g5
stub as projects above ground, or far enough
to give the iron post afirm hold on the wooden
stub.

I am aware that wooden posts have hereto-
fore been provided with thin metal sheathsto 100
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. protect them from ﬁre and such sheath haS in | ment, said segmenta1 portmn being apertured 25
... ... some cases been apertured to admit the wire- | to: admit staples and provided with a ﬂange """""
... fastening staples. My invention is distin- | projecting from the interior surface and ex-
.. guished from those structures in that the post | tended back of the rift at a slight distance =~ =
S RS :5- proper 18 metallic ‘and the wooden piece has | therefrom, in combination with a thin wooden = i .

. o ino funetion but to receive the staple, and is | strip mserted back of the rift, between the: 30 BENEEE

T ther;efﬂre of slender form, and may: be' a Sepa same and the flange, to receive: and be pene-: .

S T ;1zate-small_bloek_for_each_staple.= S | trated by the ends of the staj les and 'permr S
.. ..+ lLdomnot claim, bloadly, the ubeofawooden: them to be clinched behind it a,gamst th W
... ... 10 core within a metalhc casing to form a ence- %ﬂancre substantially -as set forth ---------
N post; but. - .. . A.metaﬂhcfenceposthavmﬂ'thetubula;rss===='===
o e elaime— e :basesharpenedatthelower'edge'bybemgex-. N

10 A metal pes_t _ham | g a bme' y w'hlch it teriorly beveled, the diaphragm A® and the

D 1S secured in the ground and an upper portion upper part cut ‘m"’a’y at one side to n‘we AeCess

o =1:5 in the form of a semi- cylindrical segment,said | to the upper surface of the dlaphlagm the -
R R ‘upper portion being apertured: to “admit sta- post being apertured and interiorly ﬂanjm*ed, 40
. ples, in combination with a wooden block or f'substantm}ly as described,and for t,he"'p'ulpose G B

R R =sbr1pplacedbackofthesbapleapmbuwtom setfmth: S P : B
_-_-_au;;;,,,,,cewe the staples, the upper portion of the post'|  Signed at Chlmno 11111]01:), the 3d iay of

tcen. il - 20. being interiorly flanged to retain sueh block rMay,A D. 188= SR S A P

... . orstrip, substantially as set forth. .+ J AMDS D HUNT --------

------------- 2. Ametalpmtha;vmo*aba}sebywhwhlt Attes-tw.wnw---

R i T is secured in the ground and an upper portion - JOHN B. KASPARI- S AR SR PR TEE DR
S in the general f@rm ot an opencylindricalseg- 1 = Wu D. PORTER. SR LR E TS O R PEE R
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