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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, THOMAS P. TAYLOR, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of TFairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Bustles; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and

~ exact description of the invention, such as will
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enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to the manufacture of
wire bustles, and has for its object to simplify
and cheapen their construction, and at the
same time to greatly improve their operation
in use. | |

With these ends in view I have devised the

 simple and novel construction of which the
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following description, in connection with the

accompanying drawings, is a specification, the |

several parts of the device being indicated by
numbers. | |

Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 are perspective views
illustrating different ways in which I have car-
ried my invention into efiect.

It is of course well understood by those fa-
miliar with these articles that the essential re-
quirementsare that they shall belight and shall
be so constructed as to collapse easily when
the wearer sits down, but adapted to instantly
spring back into place when the wearer rises,
so that the drapery of the dress will be re-
stored to the Douffant condition, which is of
course the primary object for which they are
WOrlnl. | |

My improved bustle may be formed from a
continuouns strip of wire, nothing else being
required except a cord or lace extending from

side to side in the usual manner; or 1t may be |

formed inseveral pieces, as in Fig. 4.
1 denotes the side pieces; 2, the ribs; 3, coils

to give additional spring to the ribs; 4, eyes

through which the cord or lace 5 passes, and
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to which the ends of the ribs may be attached;
and 6, a cross-piece at the top, which connects
the two side pieces.

-]

When made from a continuous strip of wire,
my improved bustle is formed as follows: The
cross-piece is the center of the strip of wire,
and eyes 4 are formed at the opposite ends
thereof. The ends of the wire are then bent
downward substantially at right angles to the
cross-piece, to form the side pileces.

| are formed by eurving the wire outward and
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| eyes at the top of the side pieces.
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The ribs |

then inward diagonally over to the eye at the
top of the opposite cross-piece, the ends of the
wire being bent to form hooks 7, which en-
ocage the eyes. | |

Asshownin Figs.1and 2, Thave formed coils
3 in the wire between the lower ends of the
ribs and the lower ends of the side pieces. 1
have found that these coils may be dispensed
with in practice, and in Fig. 3 I have shown &
bustle made in that manner. I preferably,
however, form coils at the inner ends of the
ribs, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The cord 5
extends across from side piece to side piece,

the coils, if used, or wound about the wire at
the junction of the ribs and side pieces, as
shown in Kig. 3. _

In Figs. 2 and 3 I have shown a supple-
mental rib, 8, whose opposite ends engage the
This rib 18
curved outward as much as may be necessary
to conform to the shape of the bustle, and Is
connected to the cross-piece by a tape or cord,
9. Inuse, when the wearer sits down, the ribs
spring upward out of the way; but as soon as
the wearer rises they spring back into place
and cause the drapery of the dress to resume
its original position. The supplemental rib
8 drops down into place by gravity alone, 1ts
downward movement being limited by the
tape or cord 9.

In the form shown in Fig. 4 the side pieces,
cross-piece, and the ribs are all made separate
and are riveted together, coils being prefera-
bly used where the lower ends of the ribs join
the side pieces. | |

It will be apparent from the drawings that
one of the ribs is made slightly longer than the
other, so as to lie outside of it and slide freely
over it when the bustle is collapsed. In the
drawings I have shown the ribs as crossing
cach other at a point about midway between
the opposite ends of the side pieces. This,
however, is a detail of construction that will
of course have to be varied in accordance
with the shape and style of the bustle.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. As a new manufacture, a folding bustle

consisting of side pieces, a cross-piece connect-
ing them, and two diagonal spring-ribs, each
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“being passed through the eyes, or through
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of which is connected by coils to one side piece | piece at the top, and a supplemental rib whose

at the bottom and loosely connected to the | opposite ends are loosely connected to eyes 4,

other side piece at the top, so that said ribs substantially as described. | |

will fold up flat when the wearer sits down. In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
5 2. A folding bustle consisting of a cross- presence of two witnesses.

piece, two side pieces, eyes 4 at the intersec- |
tion of said cross~p_ie’ce and side pieces, two 1HOMAS P. TAYLOR.

diagonal spring-ribs, each of which is con- Witnesses:
nected to one side piece at the bottom bya| A. M. W OOSTER,
10 colly 3, and loosely connected to the other side C. K. RUGGLES.
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