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To all whonv it muayy CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, BARTON A. BOUGHTON,
of Pullman, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois,

ful Improvements in Toy Pistols, of which the

following is a deseription, reference being had

~to the accompanying drawings.
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cast in a single piece

My invention relates to toy pistols designed

to propel marblesor other smaill balls by means

of a spring; and the object of my invention 18
to provide a new form of such a pistol, which

shall combine to the greatest advantage the

qualities of simplicity, cheapness, and dura-

bility. ,

To this end it consists In the construction
and combination -of parts herein deseribed,
and pointed out definitely in the claims.

Figure 1 is a side view, and ¥ig. 2 is a top
view, of my improved device.

In the drawings, A represents the barrel,
and G the stoclk or handle, of the pistol. These
two parts are preferably, though not necessa-
rily, made of metal—such as malleable 1iron—
and they together forni
what T herein term the ¢ pistol-frame.”” The
barrel A is provided with a suitable bore, and
also with the longitudinal slots ¢ ¢ through
the upper and lower walls thereof.

Rising from the barrel at the back edge of
the slot @ is the arm B, preferably curved back-
ward, as shown, and integral with the pistol-
frame. C represents a flat steel spring, which
is fastened at one end to the upper end of the
arm B, while the free end extends through the
slot @ and stands normally in about the POSI-
tion shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 1. This
spring may be a single flat strip, or it may be
re-enforced by one or more shorter springs, ¢,
attached to the arm B at the point ol attach-
ment of the spring C, or at any other suitable
point. |

D represents the trigger, which is pivoted
to the pistol-frame just back of the rear end
of the slot . 'Two arms, d’ @, form parts of
said trigger, and lie substantially at right an-
oles to the finger-plece d. 'The forward arm,
d, is provided with a shoulder, d®, which 18
adapted to engage with the free end of the
spring C, as shown. To the rear arm, d*, a
spring, @', is applied, so as to constantly foree
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have invented certain new and use- |

said arm down, and consequently force the

arm @ up. The front end of the arm d is
beveled backward from its forward end to the
top of the shoulder &>. When the lower end

of the spring C is pressed backward by means 355

of a suitable ramrod, or otherwise, the lower
end of the spring strikes the beveled end of
the arm @ and forees it down until the spring
has passed the shoulder &', which springs ap

pull on the finger-piece d releases the spring G
and discharges the pistol. -
The advantages of the construction above
described are numerous. The flab steel spring
is much better adapted to a device of this kind
than any form of coiled spring. It Is much
simpler, as nothing but the spring itself 1S
needed to engage with the trigger and propel

the ball. It can be made stronger thana coiled

spring of a size adapted to the use to which 1t
is put. It is cheaper and also more durable,
as it does not lose its
The mode of attachment to the pistol frame
by means of the rigid arm B also permits the
nse of the shortest spring for the desired
strength, and also the use of a spring wide

enough to certainly strike the ball or marble

| behind and holds the end of the spring. A 60
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tension or life by use.
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in the center, and thereby propel it cleanly

out of the barrel without nnnecessary friction.

The barrel of the pistol is also provided
with two longitudinal slots, ¢’ ¢’, one on each
side thereol.
slots the springs I Fare secured to the barrel,
and lie in the direction of the slots, and have
their free ends sprung inward to the center of
the bore. These springs are of such length
and are so arranged that the spring O passes
between them in being bent backward, and
stands between their free ends when the
spring is held by the trigger. When a ball or
marble is introdueed into the bore, the springs
F F press on the sides thercof and hold 1t
against the spring C until said spring 1s re-
leased and the Dall is expelled. It is there-
fore possible to shoot in the above-described
pistol any ball or marble which will enter the
bore freely, and which has a diameter as great

as the width of the spring C.
As a further improvement I provide on the
top of the barrel at the forward end of the
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At the forward ends of these
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slot ¢ the lugs B E, preferably about the width

of a parlor-match apart, which lugs serve to

hold with sufficient firmness anything placed
between them. If a stick bearing a detonat-
ing material—as, for example,a parlor-match—
be placed between them, with the end bearing

- the explosive extended over the slot a, the
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spring C, when released, will, besides expelling
the ball, strikeagainst and explode the detonat.
Ing material, thereby produeing the effect of
expelling the ball by means of the explosive.

Having thus described my Invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

- 1. The combination of a pistol-frame hav-
Ing a barrel which is provided with a suitable
bore and longitudinal slots through the upper
and lower walls thereof, and an arm integral

point at the rear of the upper slot, with a flat
Spring secured at one end to the upper end of

walls thereof, and having an arm integral
therewith extending upward from the barrel
at the rear end of the upper slot, with a flat

Spring secured at one end to said arm, and
having its free end extended through the up-

the forward end of said side slots, with their
free ends sprung into the bore, and means for
retaining and releasing said flat spring, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

o. The combination of a pistol-frame hav-
ing a hollow barrel which is provided with
longitudinal slots in theu pper and lower walls
thereof, and an arm integral therewith ex-
tending upward from said frame at a point at
the rear of the upper slot, and the lugs B E

to said arm and having its free end extended
through said upper slot, substantially as and

sald arm and having its free end extended ) for the purpose specified.
through said slot, and means for retaining and
releasing the free end of said spring, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination of a pistol-frame hav-
ing a hollow barrel which is provided with

BARTON A. BOUGHTON.
Witnesses: | |
. L. THURSTON,
H. H. SEYMOUR.

| longitudinal slots in the top, bottom, and side |
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per slot, wire springs secured to the barrel at |
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on sald barrel at the forward end of said up- 45
~with said frame extending upward from a | per slot, with a flat spring secured at one end
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