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To all whony it may concers:

Be it known that I, GEORGE SIMMONS IRICH-
MOND, Jr., a citizen of the United istates, re-
siding at East Haddam, in the county of Mid-
dlesex, State of Connecticut, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Book- |

Holders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. | -

My invention has reference to book-holders;
and it consists in the improved coustruction
hereinafter set forth and explained, whereby
a cheap device is provided that will efficiently

subserve all the purposes intended.

In theaccompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents in

vertical elevation my improved book-holder, |

and Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing an
open book in position in said holder.

A refers to a back or body portion,which, in

the event of the device being employed for
musie, will be the rack thereof. Otherwise it
may be suitably supported. -

a refers to a eentral horizontal rest portion
for the book. o |

On the frout of the portion A, above the
portion ¢ and on a horizontal line with each
other, are secured two pair of loops, b ¥, in
which are mounted horizontal rods B, which
are independent, as shown, and have their
outer portions bent down vertically to pre-
sent depending arms ¢. T'wo additional pair
of bearing-loops, d d, are located on a line
with each other, paraliel with but below the
loops b ¥/, and in said loops are mounted the
horizontal portions ¢ f of a lever, the central

part of which is bent and looped to present a

40

vertical operating portion, G, which normally

inclines obliquely from the face of the rack A. |

The ends of the portions ¢ f are extended and

bent down and oubward to form cranks g, which
are located between the rack and the depend-
ing arms c. |

~ In operation the thumb of the operator 1s
caused to press the operating portion Ctoward
the rack, the fingers of the operator bearing
against the rear face of the rack near the top.
This movement of the portion C causes the
horizontal portions ef to partially turn in their

loops, so that the cranks are thrown out from ¢

the rack,thereby raising the depending arms,

so that the sides of-the book may be passed be-.

neath the same. Upon releasing the operating
portion C the depending arms ¢ resume their
first position, retaining the book sides and
leaves in the desired position.

It will be apparent that the device is sin-

‘ple, involves but few parts, and 1s not bulky,

to interfere with its convenient transportation
from place to place. | |

I am aware that heretofore it has been pro-
posed to provide structures with a pair of
spring-arms and combining therewith a cen-
tral operating-crank, and I do not therefore

claim, broadly, such features.

I claim—

The combination, in a book - holder, of a
body portion provided with bearings, rods
supported in said bearings and connected to
said body portion and provided with depend-
ing arms, and a lever formed of one pieceand
comprising portions e f, eranks g, and central
operating part, C, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. | '

GEORGE S, RIC
Witnesses: |

VW. A, COXNE,
H. C. NEWTON.
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IMOND, JR.
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