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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES G. CRAWFORD AND EDWARD F. POLAND, OF BOSTON, AND MARTIN

W. ROBINSON, OF SOMERVILLE,

MASSACHUSETTS; SAID POLAND AND

ROBINSON ASSIGNORS TO SAID CRAWFORD.

IRONING-MACHINE.
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EPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 359,135, dated March 8, 1867.

Application filed Janunary 11, 1886, Serial No. 183,219,
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Lo all whony 1t may conecern:

Be it known that we, JAMES G. CRAWFORD
and EDWARD I. PorAaND, of Boston, in the
county of suffolk, and M:A.;RTIN W. ROBINSON,
of Somervillie, in the county of Middlesex, all

in the State of Massachusetts, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in Iron-
Ing - Machines, of which the following is a
specification. .

Our invention relates to ironing- m‘],chmes,
and particularly to that class of nnehmes de-
signed to be used in connection with a flat or
smoothing iron of ordinary construction to
assist in manipulating the latter.

It is the object of our invention to provide a
machine of the class mentioned which shall
be simple in construction and easily and
effectively operated.

To these ends our invention consists in the
machine and the construction and combina-
tion of parts therein, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and sub%equentlj pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings hereto annexed and form-
Ing a part of this specification, Figure 1 rep-
resents a side view of an Ironing-machine,
partly in section, embodying our invention.
Iig. 2 represents a section taken on the line
2 x of IMig. 1, looking in the direction of the
arrow. Ifig. 3 1s a detail view, hereinafter re-
ferred to. | |

The same letfers of reference indicate the

same parts in all the figures.

In the drawings, «¢ represents the bed of the
machine, which may be secured to a table or
other support in any sultable way, and to
which the ironing-board may be attached in
any convenient manner. |

b indicates the upright standard, to which
the frame ¢ 1s hinged or swiveled by means of
pivoting-screws d, passing throagh laterally-
extending studs or projections e on the stand-
ardinto like projections, f, of the frame ¢, sup-
porting the track-plate 2, on which arm i is
adapted to be moved to and fro. In order to
properly guide and support said arm in its
movements, we provide 1t at 1ts rear end with
a truck, as best seen in Ilig. 2, consisting of

shown. Sald wheels have a groove formed on 50
their peripheries of a shape corresponding
with the upper edges of track plate 2, on which
they ride. A lltble in advance of the truck
just deseribed arm ¢ is provided with down-
wardly-projecting arms k, which may be cast 55
therewith or secured thereto in any suitable |
wav, in which arms % are journaled on in-
clined axles two wheels, { [, similar In con-
struction to wheels j 7, theperlphel iesof which
latter wheels are adapted to roll in contact 6o
with the under edges of track-plate 2, as
clearly represented in Fig. 2 of the drawings.

By the two trucks just described, arm 7 18
properly guided and supported at its rear end
in its longitudinal movement on track-plate 63
h. To furnish the necessary support for the
front end of arm ¢ when the iron is removed,
we provide it, at a point a little in advance of
arms %, with ears or projections m m, on studs
in which we mount two rollers or wheels, 2 17, 70
adapted to ride on the upper surface of the
track-plate &, as clearly represented in Figs.

1 and 2.

To the {ront end of arm ¢, and secured
thereto In any suitable way, is the sapport o 75
for the presser-rod p, adapted to rest upon the
smoothing -iron, as shown in Fig. 1. Sald
support is tubular in form, and 18 provided
on its interior, at its lower end, with a seat, ¢,
upon which a collar, », secured to the presser- 80
rod is adapted to rest. Sald presser-rod passes
through support o,as shown,and is surrounded
therein by a spiral spring, s, the lower end of
which rests on collar 7, the upper end bearing
against a screw-threaded plug, f, screwed into 35
the upper end of the support, and through
which the upper end of the presser-rod passes.
Plug ¢ furnishes a convenient device for ad-
justing the pressure of spring o on the rod in
a way that will be readily understood. The 9o
lower end of rod p is spherical in form and
adapted to fit into a concave socket 1n the top
of the smoothing-iron, permitting it to be
easily operated therein.

i represents a guard secured to support o 935

and extending rearswardly thereof, to protect

the operator’s hand from injury by coming

two wheels, j 7, mounted on inclined axles, as | into contact by mischance with the track-plate
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and arm in the operation of the machine.
- The track-plate is provided with stops v at its
forward end and under side, which stop the |

forward movement of the rollers n n and pre-
vent arm ¢ from being moved forward off the
track-piate.

- Track-plate Z1s bifurcated or provided with
a UJ-shaped slot at its forward end, as repre-
sented at w in Iig. 3, which permits thedown-

wardly- prOJeetmn 101 ward end of the arm to

be moved farther rearwardly than would be |
possible were the provision therefor not made.

By the machine described 1t will be seen a

Smoothmw or ﬂ’lt iron can be moved In any

board and the plessme of the rod on the
iron readily adjusted, as may be desired.

It is obvious that the form and consfruction
of various parts of the machine may be varied
without departing from the spirit of ourin-
- vention. |

- What we claim is— - - |

1. An i1roning-machine consisting of a sta-
tlonary Standfud a swinging {frame hmﬂ"ed or
swiveled theleto said f1 ame being pmwded
at its upper end with a track- -plate, an arm

~adapted to be guided and moved upon said
track-plate, and a spring-pressed rod in the |

forward end of said arm, adapted to rest upon
the smoothing-iron, and devices for guiding
and supporting said rod, as set forth.

}
]

|
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2. The combination,with the stationary sup-

. porting-standard, of a swinging frame hinged
or swiveled thereto, said {frame being provided

at 1ts upper end with a track-plate, an arm 33
provided with trucks or rollers adapted to
move upon said track-plate and gnide and

support said arm, a tubular support secured
to the forward end of said arm, a rod gulded

in sald support, a spring Sunoundlnw and 40

bearing upon said rod, and means for rmdj ust-

g the degree of pressule of said spring upon

said rod, as sev forth.
3. The combination, with the standa,ld and
swinging irame, the ]atter being provided 45

+ with a track - plate on its upper end, of the
- longitudinally-movable arm 4, provided with
trucks or rollers to support and nmde itin its

movements, as set forth.
In testimony whereof we have

two subseribing witnesses, this 7th day of Jan-
uary, 1886.

JAMES G. CRAWFORD.

EDWARD I, POLAND.
MARTIN W. ROBINSON.

Witnesses: |
C. . BrRown,
ARTHUR VW. CROSSLEY.

| signed our 5o
names to this specification, in the presence of
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