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To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, JorNy M. O’BRIEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Glou-
cester, in the ccunty of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, bave invented a new and use-
ful Life-Rope for Vessels’ Booms, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, in which—

FFigure 1 1s a side view of boom with life-
rope attached; Ifig. 2, a top view of boom with
life-rope attached; Fig. 3, a section of boom,
showing 011t11ggel

Similar lettersr efer to similar pax tsthr Ounh-

“outb the several views.

The band E, with bail G and the foot-rc}pe
C, are attached to most booms, and form no
partof myinvention. 'The foot-rope C isgen-
erally hung so as to fall some distance bdow
the boon.

The person furling or reefing the sail stands

upon the toot-rope C and keeps himself from |

falling into the water by clinging onto the sail,
which is often blown against him with suffi-
cient force to break his hold.

The object of my invention is to render the
process of furling and reefing sails on booms
from foot-ropes attached to the booms (which

1n rough weather is extremely dangerous) com- |

- paratively safe, by providing a rope to lean

against when furling or reefing, and something
to catch onto when the hold on the boom or
saill is broken by the action of the wind or sea.

| I attain this object by means of the rope A,

attached to the end of the boom and to the out-
rigger B. The outrigger is fastened to band
E by screw-Dbolts in such a way as to swing
backward and forward. When the outriggers

are horizontal with boom, ropes A are drawn

taut, are level with the boom, and will cross
the back of a person standing On the foot-rope
beneath the shoulders.

Outriggers are made to turn on bolts, so that
when the life-ropes are not in use they will fall
out of the way, the weight of the ropes draw-
1lng the outriggers b%cku ard agamst the side
of the boom.

The outriggers are drawn into and kept in
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a horizontal position with reference to the

boom by means of the lanyard D.

What I ¢laim as my invention, and degirve to
secure by Letters Patent of the United St%es,
15—

-~ The life- mpe herein deser 1be(l one end of
which 1s fastened to the boom ne;u 1ts outer
end, the other end of which is fastened to out-

' rigger B, which outrigger is attached to band

B of the boom by means of bolts, and whieh 1s
kept 1n. 1)081t101] horizontal with boom by lan-
vard D.

JOHN M. O’'BRIEN.

Witnesses:
EDGAR 8. TATFT, |
TPREDERICK S. MERCHANT.
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