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Application filed Ausustoy, 1886. Serial No. 212,014,

(Nu model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED BENJAMIN, of
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Dress-Supporting De-

- vices; and I do hereby declare the following

IO
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- tion,

to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it qppex tains to make and use
the same.

- My invention rela,tes t0 Spr mcrs or reeds for
supporting the back portions of ladles’ dresses;
and the object of my invention is to provide a

spring-plate, which may be secured directly to

the dress or skirt, so as tosupport the same in
simulation of a bustle, and which may be con-
nected directly to the dress, e1the1 snwly or

in numbers, as desired.

To the above pmpose my invention COI]SIStb
in certain peculiar and novel features of con-
struction and arrangement, as hereinafter de-
seribed and elaimed.

In order that my invention may be fully un-
derstood, I will proceed to describe it with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in

“which—

Figure 1isa planview of my 11npr0ved dress
or skirt supporter extended. Fig. 2 isa per-
spective view of the same in operative posi-
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the same.
In the said drawings, A designates

an underskirt, said band being designed to be
drawninto U shape and preferably covered by
woven fabric ¢, as shown. The two free ends

of the band A are each provided with eyelets
a’, near the edges, and have elastic bands or
tapes B secured thereto by being drawn over
the ends of the rib or steel 3p1mg, and the

_ a steel
band or rib for supporting the rear portionof

rib or steel spring. The end of the elastic or
tape toward the dress is also bound, as shown
at ¢, to prevent 1t from raveling. -
Ordinarily several of the reeds A should be
used to extend the skirt, and such spring-

] bmdmg clips C then adjusted on the ends of 40

45

bands are of greater or less length, according

to their required positions. "According tomy
invention these bands are not secured around

the waist of the wearer as heretofore; but the

two parts of the elastic band or tape are con-
nected by a buckle, D, in such manner that the
elastic band shall extend behind the wearer.
¢ ¢ designate a series of holes, which are
formed upon the bands or reeds, so as to per-
mit the same to be secured directly to the

skirt.

By virtue of thls construction the dress pre-
sents all of the requirements of set and style
which are produced by a bustle or hoop-skirt,
and theinconveniences of thelatter are entlrely
avoided.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim a8 new, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, is—

The combmatlon with the band or reed hav-

| ing the securing- holes, of the elastic straps or

tapes having a buackle {or connecting the con-
tiguous ends,of said elastic straps, said elastic
straps or tapes being secured to the ends of the
spring band or reed by binding-clips, substan-
tially as specified.. |
In testimony wher eof I havesi gned thisspeci-

fication in the presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. | .
ALFRED BENJAMIN.
Witnesses:

JOHN M. RHODABECI{,

THOS. J. A, MONAGHAM.
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