(No Model.) '
J. W. CLARK.
, - ~ POST HOLE DIGGER
No. 368,335. ‘Patented ]E‘eb 29, 1887.

...H-
-“
II..‘

-q.‘
--
o -

--l-._-

- ey A A, e ge— o= S W
- i . - — - .. - r

Q

%vtmawea _ | S
’ W

[}
1

\)

Q A ﬁ%%utozme%ﬂ ML,?

N. PETERS. Phe »>Lithographer, Washington, D, C.




IO

15

20

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

JAMES W. CLARK,

'OF ETNA, OHIO.

POST-HOLE DIGGER.
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To all whom it may concern:
- Be it knownthat I, JAMES W, CLARK, a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, residing at Etna, in-

the county of Licking and State of Ohio, have
invented ecertain new and useful Improvements
in Post-Hole Diggers; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the mventlon such as will ‘enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and fo the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This Invention relates to an improved post-
hole digger; and it consists in the novel fea-
tureshereinafter more fully described, claimed,
and pointed out in the annexed dmwmgs in
which—

Figure 1 1s a perspectwe view of my im-
proved post-hole digger. Fig. 2is a side ele-
vation showing the guard adjusted upon the

rod by dotted lines, “and Fig. 3 is a bottom
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plan.

The vital pomt of this mventlon is havmg
combined with a post-hole digger, provided
with parailel blades arranged upon dmmetl ic-

ally-opposite sides of the vertical axis or rod

thereof, a guard mounted upon sald rod to

turn therewith in the operation of digging,
and having a portion located on each side op-
posite the space between the blades and acting
in connection therewith to hold the removed
earth, said guard at the same time being free
to have a longitudinal movement on the rod
to release the earth when the digger is with-
drawn from the hole. |

The digger shown in the drawings comprises
the rod A, the handle B, and the blades C,
which are fastened to opposite ends of the
late D, secured to the lower end of the rod
A. The blades C are sharpened on their for-

- ward edges, and have their lower ends, ¢, bent

45

50

inward to remove the earth and refain it in
place when the digger 1s mthdlawn from. the
hole.

The guard comprlses the head I and the
arms I, Wthh are secured to the opposite ends
of the head E, and are arranged at such dis-
tance apart that they will track in the path of
the blades and act in connection therewith to

| said blades, in a manner well understood. The

ends of the head are bent substantially at right
angles, forming projections e, to which the
upper ends of the arms F are secured. The 55
arms I are made of thin metal, and are curved
in cross-section to conform with the circle of
the hole being dug. They may be sharpened
on their forward edges or not, as preferred.
The head E i8 centrally aperfured to permit
the passage of the rod A, which is of such
shape in eross-section that the head will turn
therewith, but will permit it (the head) to
have a longitudinal movement thereon for re-
leasing the earth whenthediggeris withdrawn.
The brace G, attached abt each end to the op-
posite ends of the head and having its middle
portion located at a distance from said head, is
centrally apertured to permit the passage of
said rod A. The aperture in said brace cor- 70
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responds with the aperture in the head and

assists in effecting a turning of said head with
the rod. IU abt the same time serves as a han-
dle to be grasped by the hand when moving
the guard along the rod A.

In practice the weight of the head, the arms,
and braceis sufficient o hold the guard at its
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lowest point-upon the rod when removing the

earth, as will be readily understood.
Having thus described my invention, what £o -
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
18—
- 1. In a post-hole digger, the combination,
with the rod and the blades secured to the
lower end thereof, and having the main por-
tion thereof parallel with the rod or its pro-

longation, of the guard adapted to slide lon-

gitudinally upon the rod, and having a por-
tion located on each side opposite the space
between the blades, and acting in connection
therewith to hold the removed earth, substan-

tially as and for the purpose described.

2. The"eombinabion;with the rod and blades
bhaving their ends curved inward secured upon
1ts lower end and diametrically arranged, of g3
the guard having arms arranged to track in
the path of the cuttels and mounted upon said
rod to turn therewith and free to have a lon-
gitudinal movement thereon, substantml]y as
and for the purpose descmbed

3. The combination, with the post-hole dig-
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retain the removed earth between them and | ger, of the guard havmﬂ' arms curved on the
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~arc of a circle 1n cross-seetion, mounted on the | blades secured thereto, of the guard composed
rod of said digger to turn therewith, and free | of the head having its ends bent substantially
to have a longitudinal adjustment thereon, | at right angles, and the arms secured to said r1¢g
substantially as and for the purpose described. | bent ends, substantially as and for the pur-

5 4. The combination, with the rod and the | pose desecribed.
blades secured thereto, of the guard mounted In testimony whereof I atfix my signaturein
upon the rod to turn therewith and having a | presence of two witnesses. |
longitudinal movement thereon, and the re- | G
enforcing brace and handle secured to said JAMES W. CLARK.

10 guard, substantially as and for the purpose Witnesses:
described. I MAUD AULT,
5. The combination, with the rod and the | OSKER VANDORN.
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