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To all whomy it ma; I/ CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, LymAN T. LAWTON, of

Meriden, inthe county of New Havenand State
of Oonneetlcut haveinvented a new Improve-
ment in Furniture- -Casters; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the let-
ters of reference marked thereon to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same, and
Wthh said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—
- Figure 1, a side view of the caster com-
plete, Fig. 2 aside view, one-half of thesocket
removed; I‘1g 3, @ tmnsvelse section cutbing
through the roll- 1eeess Fig. 4, an inside view
of the two parts of the soeket showing the
recess as formed in each part; Flg B, a verti-
cal section through a single-piece socket

This invention relates to an improvement in
furniture-casters, and particularly to that class
which is adapbed for heavy articles of furni-
ture, and which is constructed with a spindle
extendmg up from the horn into a socket first
fixed in the article to which the caster is to be

-applied, the socket and horn being readily

separable, and such as known in the trade as
‘“bed-casters.”” In casters of this class. it is
desirable that the caster, when once placed in
the socket, should retain its position, but yet
S0 that it may be removed; and the object of

~ this invention is.to accomphsh this resalt in-

35

40

45

‘axis.

a cheap and simple manner, |
A represents the horn, which is Subst’bll
tially the usual form, and to which the roller
B is attached in the usual manner. From the
horn the spindle C extends, at the upper end
of which 18 an annular groove, ¢. The sock-
ets for this class of casters are castiin two equal
palts, the division being in the plane of the
In the adjacent edges of both parts of
the socket I, on one side, I form a recess, b,
which will, Whenthe two partsare set togethel,
as in Fig. 8, form a single recess, the recess
opening mto the socket, as seen at e in Fig. 3,
corresponding in posmlon to the groove a on
the spindle. The recess b extends Obhquplv
upward and outward from the interior of the
socket. In the recess b a roll, d, is arranged,

eztendmfr mto the recess ab eaoh mde the

opening ¢ into the socket, and rests upon the
imclined bottom of the recess, but so as to be
freely moved up or down the inclined bottom.
of the recess. In its normal position the roll

rests partially in the socket through the open-

ing e.
The socket is placed in position in the usual

manner, with the roll d in the recess 6 and the

Spi'ndle inserted. The head of the spindle
forces the roll d infto the recess, allowing the

1 head to pass, and when the head has passed

the roll the roll returns by its own gravity

to its normal position and into the groove «,

and thereby securely holds the mster to the

socket.

To remove the caster the article to which it
is attached is inverted, or nearly so, so that
the roll d will fall back out of the groove a in
the spindle, and so as to leave the socket clear,
and the spindle is free, and the caster may be
removed.

I have illustrated and described the stop as
cylindrical, and this shape is the most desira-
ble, because in such shape there 1s less resist-

ance to the antomatic movement of the stop

in the recess to engage the spindle; but I wish

to be understood by the term ‘“roll’’ asinelud-

ing any stop which may be arranged in the
recess and move by its own gravity into en-

‘gagement with the spindle, and so as to stop

and hold the spindle in the socket.

I have described the socket as made 1n two
parts, divided vertically, as this is the com-
mon, usual, and cheapest construction, as each
part can be molded of itself without core; but
the socket may be cast complete in a.single

piece, with a recess from the outside inward,

as seen 1n Iig. 3, and the stop placed in that

| recess, S0 as by its own gravity to fall into

engagement with the groove in the spindle.

I claim —

1. The herein-described caster, consisting of
the horn A, carrying the wheel B, and con-
structed Wit]l a spindle, C, having a-n annular
groove, ¢, combined with the socket D, ver-
tically divided, and constructed with a recess,
b, in the adjacent edges of the two parts, cor-
responding to the groove a 1n the spindles,
and the gravity-stop d in said recess, adapted
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to rest in said groove ¢ when the spindle is in
the socket, substantially as described.

2. In a caster substantially such as de-
seribed, the combination of the horn A, car-
rying the wheel B, and constructed with a
spindle, C, having an annular groove, «,
therein, with the socket D, constructed with a

recess in one side open to the interior of the |

socket and corresponding in position to the
oroove of the spindle, with a gravity-stop in 10
said recess, substantially as described.

LYMAN T. LAWTON.

Witnesses:
JOUN K. BARLI,
FrRED C. EARLE,
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