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Lo all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS P. TAYILOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bustles; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

- and exact description of the invention, such as
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will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

- My invention relates to the manufacture of
wire bustles, and has for its object to simplify
and cheapen their constructionand at thesame

time to greatly improve theiroperation in use.

~With these ends in view I have devised the
simple and novel construction of which the
following description, in connection with the
accompanying drawings, isa specification, the
several parts of thedevice being indicated by
numbers. '

Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 are perspective views
1llustrating different ways in which I have |
carried my invention into effect, and Fig. 51is !
‘an edge view showing the manner in which

my improved bustle collapses or folds up when

the wearer sits down.

It is of course well understood by those
familiar with these articles that the essential
requirements are that they shall be light, and
shall be so- constructed as to collapse easily

- when the wearer sits down, but adapted to in-
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O bottom to hold the bustle in place.

stantly spring back into place whenthe wearer

rises, so that the drapery of the dress will be

restored to the bouffant condition which is of
course the primary object for which they ara

My ]_J_resent 1nvention 18 an improvement
upon the bustle illustrated and deseribed in

my pending application, Serial No. 217,406,
filed October 28, 1886, and, like the bustle

therein described, may be made, with the ex-
ception of anew independent rib, from a single
continuous strip of wire; or it may be formed
1n several pieces. | o |
- 1 denotes the sidepieces; 2, the ribs; 3, coils
togiveadditional spring to the ribs; 4, a cross-
plece at the top, which connects the two side
pieces; and 5, strips of textile material, which
extend across from side to side at the top and

‘When

1 ends of which are secured to the lower ends

\

| tion of my improved bustle may be formed as '

follows: The cross-piece is the center of the
strip of wire. This may be curved outward,

as shown in Fig. 1, or may project inward or 55

‘upward, as shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4. When

formed as in the three figures last referred to,
the cross-pieceis connected to the body of the

‘bustle by arms 6. - The ends of the wire are

then bent downward substantially at right 6o -

angles tothe cross-piece to form the side pieces.

The ribs are then formed by curving the wire
outward and then inward diagonally over to
the top of the opposite side piece, the ends of
the wire being caused to engage eyes 7 at the 65
tops of said side pieces, so as to hold the ribs
securely In place, but allow them to swing
freely. As shown in the drawings, coils 3 are
preterably formed where the lower ends of the
ribs join the side pieces, so as to give greater
spring to the ribs and cause them to instantly
return to place when pressure is removed.
These coils may, however, be dispensed with,
1f preferred. The bustle as thus formed is
held in shape by the strips 5, preferably made
of textile material, which connect the two side
pieces at top and bottom. ' | -
The essential feature of my present inven-
tion is an independent rib, 8, the opposite
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of the bustle, and which curves upward and

over, lying preferably underribs 2. Thisrib
18 80 attached at the opposite lower ends of
the bustle as to swing freely, and is a very im-
portant feature, as it prevents the possibility 85
of the clothing sagging down between the

| diagonal ribs at the top, and also from falling

1In between said ribs at thesides. As it is es-
sential that this rib should swing freely, but
at the same time that it should instantly re- go

1 turn to 1ts normal position when pressure is

removed—as, for example,. when the wearer
rises after sitting down—I have provided a
loop, 9, preferably made of textile material,

| which extends from this rib downward and gs

passes around the two diagonal ribs at their
point of intersection, as clearly shown in all
the figures. I also provide a strip, 10, prefer-
ably continuous with loop 9, which extends
from the Independent rib” to the cross-piece, 1co
being firmly securad to both. The belt may

made from a continuous strip of wire, this por- i be attached in any suitable manner, either by




~ being passed through or attached to Cj, es

through eyes 11, as s shown in Fig. 3.
In use the eutlre bustle will fold 11p flab

3 -anmnst the wearer when in a sitting position,
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as shown in Ifig. b, but will 111&,tantly spring

back into S]J“Lpb when thewearer rises, so that
the drapery of the dress will resume 1ts origi-
nal position.

Having thus deaulbud my inv entlon I

claim—

1. A Dbustle cousmtmn of two knde pmces, Q-

cross-piece and strips connec,tmn' sald side
pieces, diagonal spring-ribs. one “end of each
rib bemn* attached to a side piece at the bot-

tom and to the opposite side piece at the top,
sald ribs crossing each other midway their

length, an independent rib which curves up-

~ward under the. diagonal ribs from one side
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-pendent rib with the cross-piece, and a loop,
9, extending from the independent ribaround .
thediagonal ribsat their point of Intersection,
~whereby when pressure is removed thediago-
nal ribs act to return the mdepuuleﬂt 11b to
| ;1ts normal position. |
2. In a bustle, the combnntmn with suﬂe
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piece at the bottom to the other side picce at
the boftom, a strip, 10, connecting the inde-
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picees, 1, cross- piec_e 4, connecting-strips 5,

and dla,rroml ribs 2, having coils 3, of an in-

dependent rib, §, attached to each side piece

at the bottom and curved upward under the
diagonal ribs, and a loop, Y, and strip 10,

whereby the 1ndependent rib is connected to
‘the cross-piece and tothediagonal ribsattheir

point of intersection.
3. In a bustle, the combination,

the cross-piece with the side pieces, of diago-

‘nal ribs 2, connected to one side picce at the
‘bottom and to the other at the top, an inde-
pendent rib connected to both side pieces ab

the bottom and curved upward under the

~diagonal ribs, and aloop and strip connecting
the independent rib. with the eross-piece and

with the
| side pieces, cross-piece, and arms 6, connecting
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the diagonal ribs at their point of intersection, 45 -

‘whereby the independent rib is held at 1its
‘normal position and caused to return thereto
;when pressed ouf of shape.

~JIn testimony whereof Iaffix my mwndtme in

presonce of two witnesses.

THOMAS P. TAYLOR.
Witnesses: -
- A. M. WOOSTLER,

C. K. RUGGLES.
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