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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EFFIE A. GILBERT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
- €ago, in the county of Cook and State of I1li-
no1s, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Bustles; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to bea full, clear, and exact
- description of the invention, such as will ena-

ble others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same. ' |
- My invention relates to combined beltless
suspended bustles and stocking -supporters;
and 1t consists in the construction and arrange-
ment of the parts of the same, which will be
more fully hereinafter described, and pointed
- out 1n the claims. .
-~ One object of my invention is to provide a
beltless bustle supported by straps or suspend-
ers passing over the shoualders, and baving
suitable stocking-supporters attached to the
~lower portion thereof, thereby providing not
only means of comfort and ease to the wearer,
but at the same time avoiding the injurious re-
sults which necessarily follow where any great
;;]v_eight or strain comes upon the waist and

1ps.

A farther object of my invention is to pro-
vide a beltless bustle which is adapted to con-
form to the posture of the wearer when in a
sitting position, the bustle being free to be
pressed inward against the rear portion «f the
body and to assume its normal position when
the wearer is in a standing position, all of

which is accomplished by means of the stock-.

5 1ng-supporters, in connection with the  sus-
penders, and by dispensing with the use of a
- front securing strap or belt.

I attain these objects by the construction

1llustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein like letters of reference indicate simi-
lar parts, and in which—
- Figure 1 18 a perspective view of my im-
proved bustle. Ifig. 2is a transverse vertical
section of the same.
A. represents a bustle of the ordinary form

- of construction, which has the two ends form- |

ing the open portion of the bustle cut awayon
an upward incline, as at «. The lower for-
- ward ends of the bustle are cut in a reverse in-
cline, as at «'.

-

| whereby it is made to rigidly maintain its

bustle shape, and,as illustrated,is covered with
suitable material. Tothe upperportionofthe
bustie A, on each side near the point where gz
the incline @ ends, two shoulder-straps orsus-
penders, B B, are secured, being attached at
their other ends to the rear portion of thesaid
bustle. These straps BB have a portion, b, of
each secured at one end tothebustle,and have 60
buckles b’ attached totheir otherends, through
whichtheremaining portions of the said straps
may be passed for adjustment. The straps B

B cross each other in the rear portion of the
bustle at the point % where they are secured 65
together, the two ends thence passing downto

‘the bustle in a form of construetion similar to

the ordinary form of suspender. The inclines
¢’ have suitable stocking-supporters, C C, at- _
tached thereto, and,as illustrated in the draw- 70
ings, have buckles ¢ ¢, for adjusting the same,
and depending from the buckles ¢ are two
straps, ¢’ ¢, having stocking-attaching loops ¢?

¢' secured to their ends. - .

The suspending-straps B B and stocking- 73
supporters C (, attached to the bustle A, as
heretofore deseribed, may be constructed with
a portion thereof elastic, So as to allow thesaid
parts to yield and give with the varying mo-
tion of the body. Theinclines ¢« of the bustle &o
A givethe garment when over the same a more
neatand easy appearance, by allowing it to thus
gradually and regularly falldown over thesaid
inclines, and prevent any abrupt or irregular
appearance of this portion of the dress. 85

When the straps B have been properly ad-

Justedand put over theshoulders of the wearer,

the supporters C C are attached to the stock-’
1ngs by means of the loopscc’in awell-known
manner. The garments are then thrown over go
the bustle A, supported in the manner hereto-
fore described, the weight of said garments be-
ing brought to bear upon the shoulders. No
belt encircles the front part of the waist, asthe
bustle is held in place and prevented from 93
turning by means of the suspenders B B and
thesupporters C C,whichact as stays or braces.

By this construction of a beltless bustle there
1s no weight whatever brought to bear upon

the front portion of the "waist, thus avoiding 1co

Injury tothis portionofthebody. Thewearer

The bustle A is formed with suitable braces, | is allowed more ease in assuming different post-
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- deparfing : ﬁ om the 1mtme and: punmple of my

T TO
o but have all been provided with audlettumdm 5

- strapsor %u%pendus attached totheupperpor- :
~ tion thereof; and suitable ‘-“stOC]{lI]“‘-Sﬂppﬂl‘t@lb 1.
- eonnected to the lower front portion, said sus- I

[

11] bmun'ht to bedr upon the shaulders

'eonsm uetion and arrangement of the parts of

~my bustle could be made and substituted for
thoseshown and described without in the least |

invention.

- Tamaware ﬂnt bustles hmebeeu Con btl ucted

having suspenders and: stocking - supporters,

'phce by a belt, and such I do not elaim;but

- \Whatl do lem as new, and desne to SLCul{}
o -by Letters Patent, 18— | |
oI5 |

- a bustle having suitable adjustable: sghcauldep |

1. As an Jmpmwd article of mfmufactme

“ures, the entire weight of all the ﬂ‘ar'nlent%bfe-ﬁ

358,115

penders and stocking-supporters: adapted to
i support and hold the bustle in place, thereby

This obvmus that many minor details in: the | dispensing with the use of a waist-belt,substan- R

tmlly as described,.

- 2. The. cmnbnmtlon WIth the bustle A hav-
ing mclmed cut-away portlons wand o, of ad- 25
| -]ustable shoulder-straps B B, cmmeeted to the . -
‘upper portion thereof, and %mtable stocking-
supporters, € G, attached to the lower front . .
portion, said SHSpeuders B and suppmter&, c
supporting and retaining the bustle in place,
and thereby dispensing: Wlth the useof awmst L
belt, substantially as deseribed. o
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