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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, HENRY B. COLE, a resi-
dentof Riverside,California,have madecertain
new and useful Improvements in Tree- Props,
a description of which is set forth in the fol-
lowing specification, reference being made to
the accompanying drawings, in the several fig-
ures of which like letters refer to like parts.

My invention relates to the construction of |

tree-props made in sections, one section slid-

ing by the other, and adjustable at any desired .
length within the total length of the two scc-
tions, and will be understood from the follow- |

ing description.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a side
view of my device  with the upper section
lifted to about the middle of the lower section.

- Fig. 2 is a rear view of the same, showing the
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- hinge, showing the position of the parts when
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. sections by a central cross-bar.
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manner in which the lock 1s secured by a hinge
bearing against the back of the lower section.
Fig. 3 1s a vertical section of a part of the two
poles and a transverse section of the lock and

the lock is loosened for an adjustment as to
length. T'ig. 4 is a similar section showing
the parts locked in position. Iig. 51s a top
view of the device looking downward, Iig. 6
is a side view of the elastic and ilexible fork
connected to the top of the pole, the dotted
lines indicating the position of the parts when
the weight of the bough resting upon the fork
draws the two sides of the fork closer together
and depresses the flexible band upon which
the bough rests. The last four figures are on
a larger scale than the first two.

The prop is made of two sections, 1 and 2.

To theupper portion of the lower section, 2, is
attached a metal lock, I, divided into two open
The hind bar
of this lock is round, and has bearings in the
loop of the hinge &, which is secured to the
back of and at the upper end of the lower sec-
tion of the prop, as shown in Kigs. 1 and 2.

g is a guide, made of any suitable material,
which is U-shaped, and 1s bolted ab its open
end to the sides of the upper section, 1, of the
prop, and at the lower end thercof, as shown

- 1in Kig. 1.

S

A fork is secured to the top of the upper

section, and in this fork thetree-branch which |

-----

is intended to be propped is allowed to rest.
It consists of the curved parts 3 and 4, which
are made of a thin elastic metal, secured tothe
sides of the upper portion of the prop, and at
the top of these are links, through which the
flexible band fis passed, forming the top of the
fork. This band is made either of webbing,
leather, or rubber, or any other soft and flexi-
ble material which will form a sort of cushion
for the bough and not bruise or cut the bark.
The weight of the bough resting upon the band
depresses it and draws the elastie sides 3 and

4 of the fork together, holding the bough firmly .
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in place, the parts then taking the position

shown in the dotted linesin Fig. 6. T'his sort
of a fork is the only one that ean be used sue-
cessfully in supporting the boughs of the ten-
derer portions of such fruit-trees as the orange
and lemon, the ordinary solid fork being too

rigid and hard, and liable to bruise and 1injure 70

the boughsthatrest therein. DBy my construe-

tion I avoid any such danger.

- The upper section, 1, is passed through the
outer opening inthe lock land allowed to move
up and down freely therein, and as 1t moves

it carries the guide g, which 1s bolted to its
lower end, and in the outer portion of this

cguidethe lower section, 2, is passed and moves
up and down therein freely, carrying with 1t
the lock I, which is secured to the upper end
of the lower section at the hinge A. -

When the lock is in the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 3—that is to say, substantially at
richt angles to the line of the section 2, to
which it isattached—theuppersection, 1, may
be freely moved up and down, and the prop
may thus be lengthened or shortened, as de-
sired. When the proper length has been de-
termined, by letting go of the section 1, the
lock I drops downupon its bearing in the hinge
h, taking the position shownin Fig. 4, and the
sides of the upper section will then bear against
the diagonally-opposite corners of the cross-
barsofthelock?, preventing any further move-

ment of either section until the lock 18 thrown

up again in the position shown in Iig. 3.

The two parts of the prop are not quite par-
allel with each other, the upper standing at
an angle tothe lower when the device is in use.

I am aware that extension-poles composed icvo
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of two or more sliding sections are not new, | upper section, a lock connected to the lower
-and do not broadly claim the same as my in- | section, and a hinge which provides a bearing

vention. for the circular bar forming the rear bar of the 20
What 1 claim as my invention, and desire | lock, all combined substantially as deseribed.
5 to secure by Letters Patent, is the following: 3. A tree-prop composed of two sections

1. A tree-prop composed of an upper sec- | sliding one by the other insuitable guides, the
tion, 1, having the fork 3 4, with flexible band | upper section provided with a fork having l
J, theloop-guide g, fastened near its lower end, | elastic sides 3 and 4, and the elastic band f, 25
the lower section, 2, having the lock 7, secured | forming a cushion upon which the bough rests,
10 near its upper end by means of the hinge %, | the parts being combined substantially as
the lock provided with two compartments, in | shown and described.
theouter one of which the upper section of the | In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
‘prop moves freely, all combined and arranged | hand.
to operate substantially as described. |
I5 2. A tree-prop composed of two sections Witnesses: |
adapted toslide one by the other and at an C. W. SYLVESTER,
angle to each other, a guide connected to the C. B. SCHROCK.

H. B. COLE.
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