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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, MELLEN BRAY, of New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunks, of which the
following, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification.

My invention relates to trunks, and par-
ticularly to that class of trunks which are
made from sole-leather or similar material;
and it consists in a trunk the sides, top, and
ends of which are made of sole-leather and
have secured thereto, by riveting, a series of
strips of rawhide, sole-leather, leatheroid, or
similar material, having ribs or corrugations |
extending lengthwise of said strips, having
the spaces formed by said corrugations, filled
with pieces of wood or similar material, which
will stiffen said strips,and which may be bent,
but will not retain said bent position, all as
will be readily understood by reference to the
description of the drawings, and to the claim
to be hereinafter given. | o

Of the drawings, Ifigure 1 represents a per-
spective view of a trunk embodying my in-
vention. TFig. 2represents a sectional plan of
the same; and Fig. 3 represents a section of
one of the stay-pieces and a portion of the
side to which it is secured, said figure being
drawn to an enlarged scale.

Sole-leather trunks as usually constructed
are easily bent out of shape in consequence
of the rough usage to which they are some-
times subjected, and as this is a very serious
objection, on account of the liability of dam-
aging the contents thereof, it has been found
desirable to stiffen the sides, ends, and top
of trunks made in this manner, and to ac-
complish this object is the aim of my present

The trunk A shown in the drawings 1s
made from sole-leather or similar material, 1n
any usual manner, the joints, however, be- |

cured together, preferably by rivets. The

sides and ends of the box portion of the
trunk, as also the outer surface of the cover
thereof, have secured thereto a series of cor-
rugated strips B of rawhide sole-leather leath-

eroid, or some similar material which is fiex-
ible, while at the same it has a certain degree |

of stiffness and elasticity. These strips Bare
secured to the sides of the trunk by therivets

a a, which are provided with suitable heads

upon their outer ends, which bear upon the
flat surfaces of said strip between and outside
of the corrugations d b, which extend the en-
tire length of said strips, while the shanks of
said rivets pass through the said strips and
the side of the trunk,and are upset or clinched
upon the inner surfaces of the sides of the
trunk, and between which clinched end and
the heads of the rivets the strips are securely
clamped to the side of the trunk.

The ends of thetrunk A are provided with
the handles C, of any usual construction.

By manufacturing trunks in this manner
the sole-leather sides are greatly stiffened, and
thereby preveunted from being readily bent

~out of shape, while at the same time the cor-
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rugations d b of the rawhide strips B,which ae-

complish this object, also prevent the . sides
from being chafed and rubbed,and thusallows
the trunk to present a handsome appearance
for along time. | |

In orderto addilionally strengthen thesides
and ends of the trank, 1 sometimes insert into
the  spaces formed by the corrugations 0 b
suitable filling-pieces ¢ ¢,0f rawhide,wood, or
other comparatively stiff butsomewhat elastic
material, whereby the stiffness of the sides,

ends, or top of the trunk is considerably in-

creased. |

What I claim as new, and desire {o sccure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

A trunk the shell of which is made of sole-
leather or other flexible material, and the
sides of which have secured thereto, by rivet-
ing,a series of longitudinally-eorrugated stiff-
ening strips, in combination with a series of
filling-pieces,of rawhide, wood, or similar ma-
terial,inserted within the spaces between said
strips and the shell of the {ruank formed by
said corrugations. -

In testimony whereof L have signed my name
to this specificiation, 1n the presence of twosub-
seribing witnesses, on this 3d day of April,
A. D. 1886, |

MELLEN BRAY.

Witnesses:

N. C. LOMBARD, u
WALTER . LOMBARD.
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