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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL F. MESSER of
Kennebunk, in the county of York and State
- of Maine, have invented certain new and use-

s ful Improvements in Boots, of which the fol-
‘lowing, taken in connectlon with the accom-
‘panying drawings, is a specification.

‘This invention relates to a boot or shoe
adapted for useas a substitute for the ordinary
felt boot or shoe. - -

In a boot composed entlre]y of felt the foot
portion when wet has a tendency to crack
owlng to its lack of elasticity. To avoid this
difficulty, boots or stockingsin which the foot
15 and leg portions are entirely composed of knit

fabrics have been produced; but an objection
-was found to this GOHbBPIlCtIOI] which was that

1G

when the boot became wet in use the leg por-

tion would sag or roll, causing the wearer
much discomfort and lmpalrmﬂ‘ the Value of
the boot or stocking. |

The object of this invention is to avoid both

the difficulties or objections referred to and

to provide a boot which possesses sufficient

strength and elasticity in its foot portion to

avold cracking and sufficient rigidity in its
leg portion to avoid sagging or rolling.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is .

~an elevation of this-improved boot. Fig. 2 1s
30 a longitudinal section thereof. Fig. 3isasec-
tion on an enlarged scale of a portion of the

leg and foot, 1llustrating the Jomt ‘between
said parts.

The leg 1)01"t1011 of this 1mp10ved boot-or

“composed solely of an elastic knit fabric and

| shoe is composed of felt and constructed in 35

the ordinary manner of making felt boots or
shoes, and the foot portion 6 is composed of
a knit fabric which is produced on a knitting-
machine or in any well-known manner of pro-
ducing knit goods. The upper edge of the 40

knit foot portion is secured to the lower edge

of the felt leg portion by sewing or knitting
the parts together at or near the ankle, prefer-
ably in the Tform of a scarf-joint, or in any
other suitable manner. The parts so united 43
are then subjected to the fulling operation or--
dinarily employed in fulling felt bolts. The
knit foot portion 6 is elastic and yieldsread-
1ly to the movements of the foot, whetherin a
dry or wet state, and the felted leg portion 5 5o
possesses sufficient rigidity to maintain an up-
right position when in use, mthel in dry or
wet weather. +

I elaim as my invention—

A boot or shoe whereof the foot p01t1011 1S 55

the leg portion solely of an inelastic felted
fabiie, said foot and leg parts being united at

or near the ankle por tmn substantlally as

described. |
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification, in the presence of twosub-

scribing witnesses, on this Gth day of July, A
D. 1886.

DANIEL F. MESSER.

Witnesses:
J. NARCHOLD,
‘WM, W. UNDERHILL.
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