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To all w]wm it may concern:
Be it known that I, OSBORN B. HALL, of the

State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Automatic Re-
leesmg -Hooks, which will, in connection with

fully deseribed, and epeelﬁeqlly defined in the
appended clmme

KFigure 1 is a plan view of my invention.:

Fig. 2 is a section taken on line Y Z, Fig. 1.
Fig. 3is a perspective view of what is shown

in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detached view of the
-~ disconnected hleE‘S of the fusible links.

Kig.
5 shows one of the uses of this invention.

My invention relates to means for holding
open shutters, trap - doers, and other covers

~or means of elesmg openings and apertares In
the walls of buildings, vaults, and other in- !

closed spaces, so that as leng as the atmos-

phereremains at normal temperature the said

holding devices will remain effective; but
when the heat of the atmosphere is ralsed to
the danger point, such holding device will,
by ‘being weakened by heat, give way and al-
low the shuttet or other apeztme closing de-
vice to shut into place; and my invention
consists in features of novelty hereinafter

' fully described, and pointed outin the claims.-
30

Referring agam to the drawings, A A rep-
resent two hooks of the well - knowu class

- termed ‘‘snap-books,”” which are provided
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with a securing - spring, a, and are formed
with an engaging hook or beak b, and a loop,
¢, at their opposite end. " L umte these hooks
by means of links d, one half of each link be-
ing placed: astride the loop ¢ of one of the
hooks, when ‘the two halves of the link are
secured together by solder, (shown at f, Fig.
2,) that will be weakened by heat, so as to
give,way at the intended degree or danger-
point.

~ One of the pmctlcal uses of my invention
is shown in Fig. 5, where a trap-door or scut-
tle, B, is shown as raised and secured to the
wall or vertical support C by means of a pair
of hooks united by a fusible link, in the man-
ner shown and already explamed the action

of heat upon the securing-solder of the link

allowing the door to fall, so that with floor D

" a continuous barrier to the fire is presented. -

P

No claim is herein presented to the hooks

A, as. the same are not only old and well
lmown but may be varied and modified essen-
tially without departing from the spirit of my
invention.” Norisany claim made to the link
itself, as the same has been already patented
to me by United States Patent No. 234,316,
dated August 11, 1885, and the link may be
varied or modified as desired; but a link
for med of two half-links, of blass or other te-
nacious metal fusing at hlgh heat and united
by suitable solder sensiblve to heat, 1s prefer-
able to any other for this purpose; and while
the employment of two or more links to unite

‘the hooks is not claimed as novel, yet it is

atlvantageous, as thereby the danﬂeI of bad
results from defects in soldering the links 1s
almost entirely avoided. |

Among the utilities of my invention are the
facts bhat 1t 18 prepared complete and entire
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as & new article of manufacture at the place

of manufacture ready for use, and may be ap-

plied to use by any person, all that 1S neces-

sary being a means of attaching it to the door
or. shutter and to the body that supports the
door or shutter when thusheld open. Besides,
1f it be desired at any time to resolder or re-

new the links, the hooks may be detached

from the door or shutter and the body of sup-

port, when they may be instantly replaced by
others or resoldered and returned to use.

‘When used upon shutters or doors that
swing horizontally, a weight or other well-
known means may be employed for closing
the doors as soon as the link gives way.

I ¢laim as my invention— |

1. Asanewarticleof manufacture,a double-
ended fastener formed -at one end to be at-
tached to a supporting- bedy and at the other
to the door or shutter to be thereby held in
position, and having said ends or parts united
by a fusible link that will give way when the
heat rises to the danger-point, substentlelly
as specified.

2. The combination of hooks A and fusible
link or links d, substantially as“specified.

OSBORN B. HALL.

Witnesses:
HEUGENE HUMPHREY,
T. W. PORTER.
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