e L. NOTTINGHAM.
- BOOT OR SHOE STRETCHER. o
- No. 357,131. ~ Patented Feb. 1, 1887.

“WITN

~ S: \\\
dr . - .

ESSE




IO

15

20

25

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

_ LLOYD NOTTINGHAM, OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

BOOT OR SHOE STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION fbrming'ﬁpart of Letters Patent No. 357,131, dated Pebruary 1,1887.

Application filed June 1, 1886. Seria[ Nol. 203,860, (Nomodel.)

-

- To all whom LU MQll COncerw:

Be it known that I, LLoYyD NOTTINGHAM, of

Norfolk, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Virginia, have invented a new and useful Im-

‘provement in Boot or Shoe Stretchers, of

which the following is a specification. .
My invention consists in an improved boot
or shoe stretcher which possesses advantages

1n the pointe of simplicity of construetion and

€ase and convenience in use, and which is pro-
vided with means for securing the stretching-
levers in their adjusted positions, all as will
be hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 isa perspective view of my 1mproved
boot or shoe stretcher, showing the same ar-

ranged to stretch the toe of a boot or shoe.

Fig. 2 js asimilar view showing the stretcher

arranged to stretch the instep of a boot or shoe.
Fig. 31is a longitudinal sectional view through

the lower operative ends of the centrally-piv-

oted levers, and Figs. 4 and 5 are detail views
of the circular base-piece and of the different-

length removable blocks which are employed.
I'he same letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in all the figures, . . |
Referring to the several parts by letter, A

A indicate the centrally-pivoted stretching-

the lower operative end of each of the said le-
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‘made of suitable metal.
upper portions or handles of both of the levers

levers, which are pivoted together at their cen-
ters by a suitable pivot-bolt, B, as shown, and.

vers 1s formed with a transverse aperture, C,
countersunk on its inner portion, as clearly
showninthe sectional view, Fig. 3,of thedraw-
ings, for the purpose hereinafter specified. -
One of the centrally-pivoted levers, A, has

formedin it,aboveits pivotal point, an inclined

screw-threaded aperture, D', in which works
the adjusting-screw D, the inner end.of which
bears against the inner face of that portion of
the other lever, A’, both of these levers being

are formed with the series of notches E E,
adapted to receive the ends of the locking-

- pieces I, which are of different lengths.,

GG indicatesthe removable stretchin g-blocks,
which are of various lengths, and which are
formed with the rounded outer operative end |
and the flat inner end, baving the retaining-
pin G, ' -
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The 1nner sides of the -

I

|

-end of one of the levers, as shown in Fig. 1

i

the said b]ocks.

t
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H indicates a flat circular base-piece, which
18 provided witha central upwardly-extending
pin, H’, | '

In operation, when it is desired to stretch
the toe of a boot or shoe, the shoe-maker takes
one of the long blocks G and inserts its re-
taining-pin into the aperture C at the lower
}
when the same is placed in the boot of shoe,
and by turning the adjusting-screw to the
right the ends of the centrally-pivoted levers
are gradually forced apart, so as to streteh the
toe to any desired extent, as will be readily
understood, and when the adjusting-screw has
been turned to separate the levers to the de-
sired extent the stretcher is held firmly in its
adjusted position by inserting one of the pieces

K between the notched handles of the levers, -

as shown, which effectually prevents the le-
vers from slipping or closing. "'When it is de-

sired to stretch the instep, the pin of the cir-

cular flat base-piece His inserted in the aper-
ture at the lower end of one of the levers, and
a block, G, of the requisite length is placed
upon the lower end of the other lever, when
the said ends areinserted in the shoe with the
base-piece resting upon the sole of the shoe,

-when the stretching is accomplished as previ-

ously described. By forming the apertures C
with the enlarged or countersunk inner por-
tions 1t will be seen that the pins of the blocks
are permitfed to move or rock to a certain ex-
tent, so that the stretching-blocks may rock

sufficiently as the levers are opened to retain

their proper positions without being inclined

~out of the same by the movement of thelevers.
By employing blocks of different lengths

any part of a boot or shoe of any size may be
readily and easily stretched and the stretcher
securely locked in its open adjusted position,

-as described, and will thusremain in its exact

adjusted position while the dressing placed on
the boot or shoe is drying, &e.

It will be seen that the blocks, with their '

rounded outer ends,are of aboutthe same shape
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as the handle of an ordinary shoe-maker’'sawl,

and the shoe-maker may in fact utilize an awl
for this purpose in place of a block of the de-

scribed construction, the rounded blade of the

awl answering in place of the pin of the one of
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- From the foregoing description, taken- in | piece adapted to engage with the smd uotchus,

:connectlon with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of myimproved |
boot or shoe stretcher will be readily under-
stood. It will be seen that my invention is
~ strong and simple in construction, and can be
 manufactured at a

. small cost, wlule ab the

= 3same time it is very cfficient in its operation.

~ Having thus desenbed m} 11went10n ‘what
I claim as new is—
- 1. The combination, with the centlall_y -piv- |
—oted levers having ‘the tapered openings in
their lower ends and the series of motches ]:

formed in the inner sides of their handles, of |

15 the removable block and the flat base-plece |
having the retaining-pins, and the locking- |

-as shown and described.

2. The combination, W1Lh t]_e Centl ally 1)1V .

-oted levers having the tapered openings in 20
their lower ends and the serics of notches
formed in the inner sides of their handles, of
‘the removable block and the flat base- plGC(‘ SR
| having the retaining-pins, theadjusting-serew, -
:arranged as described, and the locking-piece 751 o
‘adapted to engage with the said notches, all
constructed and arranged to operate in ‘the
‘manner and chr' the purpose set forth. |
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