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To all whom it may COncCerm:
Be it known that I, HENRY W. GILBERT, a
citizen of the United States residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
5 Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Corsets; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a fu]l clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable othersskilled in the art to WhICh 16 ap-

10 pertains to make and use the same.
| My invention relates to certain newand use-

ful 1mprovements in corsets, and has for its
-object to furnish means for the tightening or
loosening thereof which shall be of great sim-

15 plicity, and whereby the ordlnary laces and
- thetroubleincident theretoshall be done away

with; and with these ends in view my inven-
tion conmsts in the details of construction here-
- Inafter fully explained, and then recited in the

20 claims.

In order that thoseskilled in the art to which
‘my invention appertains may fully understand

~ how to make and use my improvement, I will
- describe the same in detail, referring by letter

.2" 5 to the accompanying drawmgs, which form a

part of this specification, and in which—

Figurelshowsmy improved corsetin proper
adjusted position, and Fig. 2 a plan view there-
of, but slightly modlﬁed as to the attachment

3cC of the walstbands.

A and B are the two sections of the cmset
provided at their front meeting edges with any
ordinary fastenings or clasps, «

C and D are strips whose length I8 approm-

35 mately the height of the sections A B. Steels
for the purpose of stiffening the strips are
preferably 1nserted therein ‘md longitudinal
thereof.

Eand I are two sets of short straps, one

40 set connecting the section B and the strip C,

and the other set connecting the section Al

and the strip D. Said straps are arranged
alternately and cross, asis shown in the draw-
ings. These straps I contemplate to make of
45 the same fabric of which the corset is con-

| sbructed but in certain cases it may be found

expedlent to make them or some of them from
~elastic webbing or its equivalent. In fact, I

find that a cerseb having inelastic straps, ex- |

| cepting the top and bottom straps of each set, 50

which are of elastie fabrie, is a construection
possessing many advantages, since they tend
to adjust the corset upon the wearer so as to
equalize the pressure therefrom. |

G are waistbands. Their rear ends are se- sg
cured to the strips C D, and their loose ends

-areadapted to be secured together by a buckle,

H, or other suitable fastening.

In puttingonmy improved corset the wearer
fastens it in front by means of the clasps, and 60
then by the waistbands draws the strips apart
at the back, thereby drawing the rear edges
of the corset-sections together and tightening
the corset upon the person, as would be ac-
complished by lacing. By means of the waist- 6z
band the corset is perfectly adjustable to any
degree of tightness within the limits pre-
scribed by thelength of thestraps. Twoinches
of circumference is ordinarily found to -be
ample for adjusting. 7G

In Fig. 2 I have shown the waistbands as -
loosely connected to bails I, of cord or wire,
whose ends are secured to the strips. This
connection also tends to secure an automatic
adjustment of pressure of the corset upon the 76
person. |

Inmy invention I do not wish to be conﬁned
to the precise details of construction which I
have herein shown and deseribed, since minor |
changes therein might be made without de- 8c
parting from the spirit and aim of my inven-
tion, which contemplates the employment of
the crossed and alternating straps attached to
the respective corset-sections and the waist-
bands for adjusting said sections through said 8j5
straps.

Having thus descllbed nmy mventlon what 1
claim as new, and desue to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the corset-sections, go
of a pair of vertical stllps at the back thereof
short straps connecting each section with the
opposife vertical strip, and waistbandssecured
to said strips and adapted to draw and hold
the same apart, whereby the rear edges of the g5
corset-sections are drawn and held together,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

2. A corset the meeting edges of whose sec-
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