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To all whom it ma y concern: F

| Beit knownthat I, HARVEY F. SHOWALTER
-~ acitizen of the Umted States, residing at Den-
~ver,1n the county of Lancaster and State of |
5 Pennsylvania, have invented certain Improve-
ments in (ates, of which the following 1s a
specification. -
My invention relates to improvements in
farm-gates, and has for its object to provide a

10 gate the free end of which may be elevated,

50 as to clear obstructions—such as snow, 1ce, |

or stones--and be retained in such elévated
position by means of a weight attached-to the
end of a section of one of the parallel bars,
left free at its loaded end to oscillate as a le-
ver and connected with the body of the gate
by means of 4 eord or wire passing over a
pulley placed between two of the battens at
the top. I obtain this object by the mechan-
- 20 ism illustrated in the accompmymg draw-
 ings, in which— |
Figure 1 rep1esent8 a side elevation of my
improved gate when closed, with parts cut
away to ShOW the pulley; Flg 2, a side eleva-
tion of the same with the flee end elevated
preparatory to being swung open, parts being
cut away to show the posﬂsmn of the 1ever
Fig. 3,-an enlarged top view showing the
loaded lever, the bars placed on the outside
of the battens to permit the weighted end of
the lever to drop when the free end of the gate
~ is raised, and the arrangement of the cord and
pulley, and Fig. 4 a- per8pecb1ve view of the
slotted stay atta_ched to one of the posts to re-
35 ceive the end of the top bar projecting beyond
the battens at the free end of the gate. -
~Similar letters refer to similar parts through-
out. the several views.
~ Mygateils constructed of perpendicular bat-
40 tens A and paralléel bars B, pivoted between
“them in such manner that the bars. may be
moved after the manner of a parallel ruler.
" The inner section, C, of the second bar is piv-
oted between the rear parallel battens in the
A5 same way as the other bars; but its outer end
is free to oscillate vertically between the lips
¢ on the rear edge of the intermediate battens.
This section has a weight, ‘W, fastened on 1its
upper edge near-the osclllatmg end,

IS

-vention are fourteen feet long,

' mensions give excellent working results.

hO

tance above the top of the gate, a;na carrjf a
pulley, P, between them at thetop. Cords H,

of any smtable material, are fastened to each

side of the lever C, between the weight and
the pivot ¢, pass under and around the pul- 355
ley P in Senamte grooves, and then descend

and are secured to the lower bar at or near

the intermediate battens, which are placed
forward of the center of the gate. The result
of thisarrangement is that when the outer end 60
of the gate is raised the lever drops, keeping
the cord taut, and, by reason of the weight on
1ts end, holdlng the outer end of the gate in

an elevated position while it is being opened

or closed. Pulling downward upon the outer
end of the gate when raised lifts the lever and

restores the gate to its natural position.

The gates with which I have used my in-
the weight on
the end of the lever being from twelve to fif-
teen pounds, the intermediate battens placed
about five feet from the free end of the gate,
and the cord which connects the lever with
the body of the gate being fastened to the for-

mer about two and one-half feet from the rear 75

70

battens and to the bottom bar just back of the

I find that these di-
The
weight on the lever is of course varied to suit
the weight of the gate.

Instead of placing the bar next below the
lever between the battens one, D, is pivoted
on each side to their outer faces, in order to
allow sufficient drop for the Weight-_ed end of
the lever.

To steady the upper part of the gate when

intermediate battens.

85

| closed, the front end of the upper bar projects
'beyond the battens and is received in a ver-
‘tical slot, g, in a stay-plece, G, fastened to the

inner face of the post M. ole
The latch-bolt N is adapted to shde back -

and forth on one of the parallel bars, to latch

and unlatch the gate, and is provided with two
handles, n, which also act as stops to limit the
throw of the latch.

I know that there are gates with which le-
vers and weights are used to keep the outer
end in an elevated position; but 1 do not know
of any in which the lever ‘and weight are lo-
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The rear b&ttens extend upwald some dis- | cated and arranged to act W1th111 the limits of 100
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the frame of the gate itself instead of project-
ing outward therefrom 1n one direction or the
other |
- Iclaim—
- 1. A gate having rear battens extending
above the top bar and supporting a pulley be-
tween their upper ends, a section of one of its
parallel bars pivoted at the rear end and hav-
ing the other end weighted and free to oscil-
- late, and a cord passing around said pulley and
zonnecting the oscillating bar and the body of
Zhe gate, substantm]ly as and for the purpose
specified. |
2. In combination w 1th the p'u allel barsand

side battens, the rear battens extending above 7 5
the gate and supporting a pulley between their

upper ends, a section of one of the parallel barg

pivoted at the rear end and having the other
end weighted and free to oscillate, a cord pass-

{ ing around sald pulley and connecting the os- 20

cﬂlatmﬂ' bar and the body of the gate, and the

section of the bar next beneath the oscll]atlf]g
Dbar pivoted to the outer faces of the battens,

substantially as and for the purpose specified.
HARVEY F. SHOWALTER.
Witnesses:
GEo. A. LANE,
WAL R, GERHART.
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