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To all whom it may concerm: .
- Be it known that I, HORACE BOARDMAN
LAMBERT, of Chelsea, in the county of Suf-
folk, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Letter-Boxes for Streets, &c. ; and Idohereby

- declare the same to be described in the follow-
~ ing specification and represented in the ac-

10

companying drawings, of which— |

Figure 1 is an end view, Fig. 2 a longitudi-
nal and median section, and Fig. 3 a trans-
verse section, of a letter-box of my invention,
the nature of which is defined in the claims

-hereinafter presented. Fig.4 isan innerside

I35

view, of the door of the outer case.” Fig. 5is.

an inner side view, and Fig. 6 an outer edge |

vView of the door of the safe or inner case or
letter-receiver. Fig. 7 is asectionof theinner

case, showing the closing slide of its mouth and |.

the mechanism for operating such slide. Fig.
8 is a vertical section of the outer-case door
and the time-indicator thereof, such section

- being taken in a plane parallel with the outer
face of the door and through the ratchet-wheel

and pawl of the time-wheel of the indicator.

~ My invention relates to that class of street |

letter-boxes in which a fixed outer case con-

 tains an inner removable letter-box proper,

30.

and in which the letter cannot be removed
from the case sa long as the letter-receiving

-~ aperture of it (the said box) is open.. . =

My object is toimprove the construction 'of :

| I _'_th_is clasg of letter-boxes, and I accomplish

35

~ becomes closed, as hereinafter explained.

e 45
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‘such by means as hereinafter described. In .

unlocking the door of the case the letter-re-
ceiving aperture of the box within such case

In the drawings, A denotes a box or outer
case, having in one end an opening provided
with a door, B, hinged to the case. This door
is furnished with a lock, C', whose bolt a 1s to
be operated by a key.  In the upper part of
the door isaletter-receiving opening or mouth,
b, rectangular in shape, there being to such
opening and hinged to the door a covering-
flap, ¢, as usual in letter-boxes.

- Pivoted to the door, on its inner side, is an
"~ arm, O, which extends down across the lock

and is connected with the bolt « thereof, so as
to be reciprocated or swung with a pendulous

\

ward or moved backward in its case. The
‘arm C carries or has pivoted to it a pawl, d,to
engage with a ratchet-wheel, ¢, affixed to the
arbor of a time-wheel, f, such pawl, ratchet- 55
wheel, and time-wheel being arranged in a
metallic case, ¢, fixed to the door, and having
an opening, %, in it, through which the times

of a. letter-collector visiting the box, marked

| -on the periphery of the wheel, can be seen, as 6o

they may be successively brought around to or -
directly under the opening. While the bolb

of the lock is being shot back to unlock the
door, the pawl will be drawn backward over

the ratchet-wheel. -So while the bolt 18 being 605
advanced to lock the door the pawl will be
caused to partially revolve the ratchet-wheel
‘and the latter ‘to correspondingly turn the
time-wheel f. o -

Within the case A, which is to be stationary jc
or fastened to a lamp-post or building or wall
of a street, there is the letter-receiver or re-
‘movable box D, which is to be of metal ana
is to be of a size to enable it to be inserted in
or removed from the case A throughits door- 75
way. The letter-receiver D has one side open |
and provided with a door, K, which at or near
one edge is hinged to the receiver D. 'This

“door is provided with a lock, F, whose bolt 2’

is movable by a key, and is furnished with a 8o
‘stud, 4, extending from its inner side at the
front end of the bolt. - | -
Within that vertical side of the letter-re-
ceiver which is next the door of the case A
there is a rectangular opening orletter-receiv- 85
ing mouth, %, it being onalevel with the letter-
receiving mouth of the said door, so that when

| a letter is forced into the latter mouth it shall

pass into the inner mouth and thence into the
receiver D. There is within the said receiver go
a slide-plate, G, for closing the mouth k. This - -
plate slides vertically within the receiverand
is forced upward by a spring, [, arranged un-
der it, as represented. The plate G is pro-
vided with a latch, m, pivoted to it and hav- g5
ing a spring, n, for advancing it up to a stop, 0.
There is also another lateh, p, that is pivoted
‘to the letter-receiver and provided with an
“operativé spring, ¢.© A stud, », extends from
the latch through a slot, s, in the side of the 1c«
receiver. There is also to the latch another

| _movemgn-t by such bolt as it may be shot--for- | stud, {, that, when the slide 18 wdown so as to

_.-‘"'-F




o

uncover the mouth %, passes over a shounlder,
1, 1n the shde, and hcﬂds the slide in ltS posx.-
;tlml uncovering the moutlh o

~ When the slide is in its highest posmon S0 |
as to cover the nmouth &, the door of tne letter-
receiver being closed md locked, the latch m,

RS catching upon the stud ¢, will, mLh such St“d

- hold the slide: from bemﬂ moved 50 as to 1111- |
~cover the mouth . |
T'o cach case A there is to be Q. pan 01 the; ;
- removableletter- reeeivers D, theLe}s of whose
. locks are to be kept inthe post oifice, one only:
. of the receivers being at anv time within the
case* A, and the othel in®the post-office or in
' The;
fice is to have |
In this | engage, y
with the lateh m for locking the plate G'in ltS |
raised pmltmn, a]l bemfr %ubstmtmlly as sebf
In closing the door the arm C will be | forth -

in which:|

10
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. toward the door.
. moveduponand off the stud aﬂdWﬂlSpllnﬂ* for-
~ward direetly in front or aside of it.
~ the process 01 anlocking the said door the arm

:._;._.ltS door. 1oched and. its. mouth open. -
. condition it is to be iuserted within the case |

A, and the doorof the latteris to beclosedand: |
| Tocked.
oo foreed an*a,mst the end of the stud »,
. case such arm, in consequence of - its inherent:
- elasticity, wﬂl be pressed or bent back a little |
~On.theboltof the lock being:
advanced to ]ocl;. the door the arm C will be? |

tmnsm between such fmd the E:,.:Hd cale.:
‘box in transit from the post-of

: O will be fomed anmnsb the side of the stud 7y

. 200
SUREES 3 ~with the shoulder «, which taking plfme the |
o Q.Qshde -plate G will be 111<:tf.mt1y 101ced upward, |
. .80as to cover the mouth: k, and will be locked.

. "The letter-reeewer charged. mth letters: and -
]wamﬂ* the door fmd mouth closed, 1s next to
. be e:{tmcted from the case and transported in |
. sucheondition tothe post-office,whereitistobe |
opened, the person who transmits it having no |

7§§é§35
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and will move the latch p out of engagement |

access to its contents. Having 1emoved 1
from the case A, he is to Substltute for it the

second letter- 1ocelvel that he may have pre-

viously received from the post-office and car-
ried to the case A, after which he is to close
and loclk the door of such case A.

I donot claim a mail-receptacle or letter-box

conmstmn‘ of an outer case and a box therein
prowded with a lock to lock the door of the
outer case, all being as represented in the

United States Patent No. 329,688,
| myletter-box the time-wheel and its operative:
| mechanism, which: is not found in the letter-- SRR ; ; SRR

Sbm: described in such. pateni‘ R

During

357,012

T haveto

I claim—
1. The oombmatlon of the: case A and its

: jdom having a mouth and a lock and the piv-
oted arm theleto Substfmtmlly as deserlbed

- with the removable letter receiver or box D

having a letter-receiving mouth in onecside of -
1t and a closing slide thereto provided with a- f § | j f ? R
Spring for elevatnw it, and latching mechan- 50 = =
1sm - for holding it eltner raised or depressedf . |
relatively to the said mouth, and also having
an opening and a door thereto provided witha

lock: havmﬂ* to its bolt @ stud or projection to

vhm the  door 18 closed and locked,

operative mechanism,consisting of the ratchet-

~wheel, the pawl, and Lhe ‘Vlbl‘dt{)l‘y arm, all be-
ing: 'u*rann'ed and applied subs.,mntmlly and to
operate as descrlbed such time-wheel,ratchet-
wheel, and pawl. bemfr within the door and a
~case applied thereto, “and having an opening
| 10 its top over 'hepel]phuy of thetlme wheel* |

and outside of the box, as sef forth. |
3. The letter-receiver or nmvable bmz D?
substautnlly as described, having a letter- m-?

| celving mouth in one side of it, and a closing:
slide or plate, G, thereto, 1}10171(]0{1 with a
Spring for elemtum 1t, and’ latehing mechan- =
ism: for holding it elther raised or depressedé .
1*elatlvel_3 to smd mouth, and also having an §

opening and a door thereto provided with a
lock ha,vmfr to 1ts bolt a stud or projection to
engage, when the door is closed and locked,

WIth the latch m for locking the plate G in its
raised position, all bemn* essentially as de-
scribed and represented.

HORACLE B. LAMBERT.

Witnesses: ‘
R. H. I'DDY,
R. B, TORREY.

_ The cmnbm{liion W Ibh the ca,seAand its -
| dom* and its lock, of lhe time-wheel and its

50
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