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To all whom it may concern: _

Beit knownthatI, ALVASUTTON JOHNSTON,
of Bozeman, in the county of Gallatin and Ter-
ritory of Montana, have invented a new and
Improved Horse-Bit, of which the following
ig a full, clear, and exact description.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts-in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my new and |
improved horse-bit as it appears when closed. !
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the bit open, !
and Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the bit closed.

The invention will first be deseribed in con-
nection with the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claims. |

A represents the mouth-piece or bar of the
bit. Thisis made of thetwo partsea’, crossed
in the center and pivoted upon the central pin,
a*. Connected to each end of the bar ¢ Is a
side piece, B, and connected to each end of
the bar « is a side piece, C. The side pleces,
B C are by preference curved, and each palr |
is hinged together by a connecting-pin, b, 80 |
they constitute circular side pieces of the bit,
and at the same time permit the bars ¢ ¢ to
open and close, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3.
The upper side pieces, B C, are each formed
with a ring, B, into which the cheek-strap of
the bridie buekles, and each lower side piece
is formed with a ring, C, into which the lines
or reips buckle. The side pieces, B C, and
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bars ¢ ¢ are normally held closed by the two |

| springs D, one applied to each set of side 35

pieces, B . These springs are by preference
made circular, and attached at their ends to
the projections @ d, and held from displace-
ment by the loops or staples ¢ ¢, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2.

The action of the bit is such that when no
strain is put upon the reins the springs D close
the parts of the bar A, so it is as easy in the
horse’s mouth as a plain or common bit; but
when strain is put upon the reins the paris «
« will open, turning upon the pivot &, and
thus become very severe on the horse’s mouth,
so that he may be easily eontrolled. '

Having thus deseribed my invention, what 1
¢claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The bar A, composed of the centrally
pivoted and ecrossed pieces « ¢, provided ab
their ends with the side pieces, B C, hinged
together, in combination withsprings arranged
to close the side pieces and the parts ¢ a' of the
bar A, substantially as described.

2, The side pieces, B C, each formed with a
ring and hinged together, in combination with
the springs D, and the bar A, composed of the 6>
cross-pivoted bars « ¢/, the side pieces, B G,
being connected to the bars ¢ «/, respectively,
snbstantially as desecribed.
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Witnesses: |
LLEWELLYN A. LUCE,
F. K. ARMSTRONG.
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